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CHAPTER MEETINGS: Held at._the Bigfork Grade School Cafeteria (Small Log Building)
Business - 7:30--- . Program - 8:00, followed by birding & conversation
and time for Committee meetings. - . A "

NOTE: If you would prefer .a meeting night, other than Fridays, please suggest one.

MARCH 11 (Friday):\ Presentation and discussion of the proposed Great Bear. Wilderness
Area which lies betweeﬁ”GlacieBANational Park and the Bob Marshall Wilderness Area. Also, ...
& slide program explaining theé proposed Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act, ="~
(HR 39). If passed the Act will establish 83 million acres of federal lands in Alaska as "4
National Parks, Wildlife Refuges and Wild and Scenic Rivers. The Act is termed by many =
the most important conservation legislation in 100 years. The photography taken by some
of the world's best nature photographers is not to be missed! - o

APRIL 15 and MAY 13 (Fridays): Programs to be annéunced._‘Please check your newspapers."

FIELD TRIPS: APRIL 31 = MAY 1% - Canoe Trip Planned. The Flathead Audubon Society will
sponsor a float trip down the Lower Flathead River from below-Buffalo Rapids to Dixon.

Participants in the two-day trip will .-conduct a bird census en route. People desiring to
80 only one day can pull out at the Sloan-Bridge. For further informasion please contact

Rick Trembath, Bigfork (837-6717) or Bill Bishop, Polson (883-4146),

MAY 7 (Saturday): Pothole and slough field trip between Bigfork and Somers. Those
planning to attend meet at the New Covenant Christian School (formerly Rouselle School)
at 8:00 A.M. & good trip for those not up to hiking since most observation is.done easily
from cars. Birds likely to be seen: waterfowl, hawks, Ospreys, eagles; shorebirds;
swallows, Marsh Wren, bluebirds, blackbird species. :

JUNE 4 (Saturday): Kerr Dam and Pablo-Ninepipe NWR. Meet at Sacajawea Park on the
Flathead River in Polson (Main & 2nd Ave. E.) at 8:00 A:M. This will be a combination
meeting, picnic and fieldtrip. Bring a lunch. Morning will be spent in Kerr Dam area
with picnic and meeting at the Power House Park.. Those wishing to spend the whole day will
continge to Pablo and Ninepipe in the afternoon. "Birds likely to be seen:: Kerr Dam -

---hawks, Great Horned Owls, swifts, swallows, kingbirds, pewees, catbird, warblers, orioles,
tanagers & much more! NWR - Heron & Cormorant rookeries, grebes, many species of water-
" fowl, Qanéda“Geesg,with-égélingﬁ, Am. Avocets & other.ghorebirds, terns & gulls, Bobolink,
- blackbirds & sparrow species. Also Sxtra unexpected attractions! Excitement & enjoyment
guaranteed for all! =~ ~ A v :

7vf;oTHER THINGS OF INTEREST: .

MARCH 29 (wednesday): Public Heafihgdpresented by Army-Corps of Engineers on proposed
dams on Lower Flathead River. 7:30 P.M., Lincoln Auditorium, Lt-pve, E., Polson, Montana.

IV Programs: MONTANA AS SCIENCE SEES IT -- check TV listings for dates and time of
viewing. : s Ay o



MEMBERSHIP LIST - MARCH, 1977

“harlo - 59824 Big Arm - 59910 Lakeside - 59922
Henry, Mrs. Ced. ° Wallace, Mrs. R.C. Brewer,Mrs. W, D.
Dresen, Helen M.
Polson - 59860 Bigfork - 59911
Bishop, Marcy & Bill . Barlett, Betty
Edwards, Dr. Muriel , Brobst;MVirginia ‘ Marion = 59925
Frager, Dr, John Gildart, Robert . 3 Brownell, Joan L.
Hern, Mrs. R.A. Gaiser, Marie , " Dejong, Daniel
Lockwood, Mrs. Clyde . Gornick, Elvira Fenner, Barbara
Mooar, Marie T Hopke, Agnes
Newby, Dennis ' . . Johnston, Mrs. K. . . Polebridge - 59928
Noble, Linda o -~ -Jones,,Jeff & Elly * " . DeSanto, Jerome S.
Ofstad, Jim ~ Leduc, Mrs. Gregory i_* : i
Tﬁéiméhlepngamesw.gﬁm,thwﬂ_m_MCLaughlin, Olga * Rollins - 59931
R e fdﬁé}:*ENEEyn“k~~w~~>y~mMM_“ Hastings, Dr. & Mrs. R. & Kade
Ronan - 59864 o Paul’, Né{ncy—Fw S e :Mnh Eiale T e e S
Aylesworth, Art Reed, Newton ‘ et <w-:.mm_,,"~w;m.,gsi, Fahrey
o a, . BTN et " :Richardson, Barbara , Somers - 59932 T

St. Ignatius - 59865 - * Shaner, David = - - ' Baxter, Barbara
Castor, David & Holly Sprunger, Elmer~ . .. Kane, Sara . e i B, o % ool
Harriman, David - -~ - - . Sudan, Mae - = - - Pasthke,Daniel - S
Violettey Betty . . Sullivan, Dan & Karen e e

ozl e T _ Tayloér; Mrs. George.. .  yest Glacier -59936
Ralispell --50901. "~ - Thomas, Debby : . = Buchel, Sue . - ..
Bernal, Stan ‘. 'Trembath, Rick . ... .~ “1;Graff,*ElizabefﬁﬁT“j77:¥'~¢7:_
Bibler, L.A.. .. .. =~ = 7 .Tubb, Tillian ;. .. . Kapler, Jane'. [ ... | o
Blerrman, William C. . - - Whité, Jack & Ruth , " Jungster, Antionette
Bjorneby, Ladd . "~ Whitney, Jack & Ursula - . .~ Pottér, :Charles .
Bruninga, Kristin e . . . sedlack, Arthur
Conway, Dick & Maxine - - Columbia Falls - 59912 h .
Dimond, Roy S. . Agner, David D. -~ - yhitefish - 59937
Hester, Dennis J. = - . ~Bailey, Ilse Abell; Mrs. Louise .
Jamieson, Wanda e - Blood, \.A. ok ¥iios Baker, Victoria li. i
Johnson, Dr. & Mrs. M. .. . Cotner, Dr. Robert B. ' = . Bissell, John ...~ . ‘.
Johns, Douglas R, ‘¢ Kreck, Dr. Lorem i - - Byrme, Randy )
Johnston, Mrs. Glenn -~ .Long, Jerry R. -7 . - Divitay Fa ' = -
Lepp, Robert J. . Rinck, William™ -+ . . Graf, Eugeneé E.
Lundgren, Con . "’ Walter, David .  Hanger, Robert
Lundgren, Robert . bl Yebster, Rexford . =~ '°°  Julum, Diane )
Pederson, Oscar O. A T " Joy, Arden L s —
Rose, Betty . ~ 7 Coram - 59913 . . ' "Miller, Daniel R. ;
Robocker, "Doug' & Jean ‘Green, ‘Keith ... . =~ . : Thomas, ’COI’{liSS.H.
Robocker, Mr. & Mrs. Howard . .. . V h '* Speer Family . -
Shelton, Charles R, : = - - Dayton - 59914.VI ~ ceo West, Mr, &:Mr§. Steven
Smith, Fay E. = ¢ Teplin, J.E. - . © Videner, Géorge . . e
Stebbins; John "' woon T REST T R
Tudor, Allen ¥, -~ .. .- - Hungry Horse - 59919
Wirt, Steve ' ... Strong, Paul Re .

i

Yost, Chester P.
'This"membership-rosterghgs been compiled for your convenience. - Please use it to form, .
car pools to get to chapter meetings or field trips or inl¢allin80thersin your area to in-
form them of chapter activities that may be of interest to them. Only new member:additions
will be published in coming newsletters so keep this roster and add to it as ‘we grow,. We
hOpe:you_will.encpurage new people to join Audubon and will also encourage any present Audu-
bon. members. living in this ‘area that are not affliated with our chapter. to join us.. Personal
contacts by far mesn more than a dozen letters] Presently we have: 23 . of. the 35 new members
we need . to secure our charter! This means onlyjlz”left-tb'ngand_thatﬂSTjust*gréat,T Thanks
to all of you who are WOrking.SQfdiligently_in3gett1ng_pgp chapter going! B
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A WORD FROM THE PRES': With the publication of our first newsletter the Flathead Audubon
Society has made an initial step in joining together our members into an effective organiza-
tion. The basic function of the newsletter is to inform the membership of the chapter's pro-

rams, projects and activities and to inform members of environmental issues of local and

national interest. Since our membership is scattered throughout the Flathead area, making
meeting attendance difficult for many, the newsletter will provide our primary means of come
munication. Eventually the chapter will publish a newsletter monthly but with funds at a
premium during our initial organization stage we will publish as funding is available, TFor

The Flathead Audubon Society is only three.months old but its real origin began in Dec.,
1974 with,dur‘firstwAudubon’Christmas Bird-Count. From the people participating in the count
the Lower Flathead Valley+RBRird Club was formed. Special credit goes to Ron Lang, formerly of
Bigfork, whose initial interest and initiative organized the count and the bird club. Ron's
formative éffortsvessentially resulted in the formation of our Audubon chapter. ‘

to other sources. As a’resultfduring the fall of 1976 we began exploring Audubon membership.
At the end of .our 3rd AudubonAChristmas.Bifd;Count'fhe club voted to join Audubon thereby
forming the Flathead Audubon Society. C ) ‘

Althtugh our chapter was-basicallymformed,byxbackyard birders our goal is:to form a viable
chapter which not only includes the backyard birder but the nvironmental activist as well
and pedple whose interests range between the two. . The chapter will provide both a forum for
the expression of our differing views and activities for our divergent interests. e :

To become a strong chapter member. participation is required. This may range from simply
cttending meetings or’ writing letters supporting or opposing actions concerning environmental
issues to chairing or being active members of committees. We are in need of people interest-
ed in legislative activities and environmental problems to serve on the Conservation Committee
to keep the chapter informed and up-to-date on local and national issues. People are needed
to guide field trips or who own or ‘have access to areas of good birding and nature study.
Pcople are needed to run the newsletter to relieve the Executive Committee of this responsi-
bility. Anyone interested in these or other areas is encouraged to talk to me at one of the
neetings or contact me by mail. The ultimate success of our chapter is dependent on the
number of people actively involved, Daniel Sullivan, President

BIRD COURSE OFFERED: TFor the 2nd year a beginning course in -birds sponsored by the chapter
will be offered for credit through Flathead Valley Community College. The two credit course,
entitled Bird Study, will begin 27 April and continue for five weeks. There will be five
Wednesday night meetings (7:30 - 9:30) and five Saturday morning field trips. Classes will
be held in Kalispell at FVCC with registration at the first class. Cost is %16.00. Besides
field identification the course will cover classification of-birds, distribution and hsbitat
ecology, behavior and natural history, and bird structure and function. The course was pop-
ular last year with 35 registrants. For further info contact FVCC or Daniel Sullivan,

BIRD HOUSE & FEEDER PROJECT: The Bird House Building Committee chaired by Newton Reed is
setting up a booth in the Kalispell B&B Variety Store to sell bird houses and feeders built

by chapter members, Several types of houses Wwill be built, each type to certain specifica-
tions that will best attract the desired birds. Types of houses to be built are bluebird,
swallow, wren, chickadee, nuthatgh and Robin. ' Houses made from hollow logs are also planned
to be built. Information explaining care, maintenance angd placement will accompany the houses.
This project will provide nest sites for birds as well as funds for chapter operation. Any-
one interested in building houses or feeders should contact Newton Reed, Bigfork. Ph. 837-L44ok

WOCD DUCK HOUSES FOR SiWAN RIVER NWR:  Six Wood Duck houses were completed in February in
Newton Reed's shop. These houses will be placed in the Swan River NWR in March. The mater-
ials were furnished by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. The Swan River refuge is the most
recent aquisition of the Fish & Wildlife Service in the Flathead area, it also has the least
funding for management. For this reason the chapter has taken special interest in the refuge
and has taken on such projects as the Wood Duck houses and monthly bird censuses,
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DAILY CHECKLIST: Your help in keeping a daily checklist would be appreciated. Now that
spring migration will soon be starting, your checklist would help to determine the arrival
dates in the valley. Other information is helpful in making the quérterly_reports to::, .
American Birds. PR g o , ! sy

Please use 8% X 11"'notebook or graph paper to record your sightings; List birds in - v
A.0.U. (Field guide order). Try to keep all the days of the month on one side of the paper. .

For rarities please submit a detailed description that should include the notes you ;
made of the bird's appearance when first observed, habitat, light and weather conditioms, ° -
time of day and distance -from bird, if binoculars were used, record the magnification, and -
if there were others with you who identified it, list their names. = . .

At month's end, mail you checklist:to Vanda Jamieson, 1340 Willow Glen Drive, #22,
Kalispell, Montana . 59901 or-turn it in.at the next meeting. ’ - : - g

L]

OUT AND ABOUT: The:aerialzsurvey of ‘the U.5. T'ish -and Wildlife‘Servicevin the Flathead
Valley (from Columbia Falls to Noxon) December 10t counted 2,422 Canada Geese and 34,240 B
ducks. Ninepipe NWR had 28,655 ducks of which 27,300 were Mallards. The January 5% census
showed 1,740 Canada Geese and 36,434 ducks. Ninepipe had 25,430 ducks. Due to the mild -
winter weather, the duck and geese numbers are above normal. (Figures furnished by Gary
Hagadorn, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service) ) B :

Dan Sullivan observed 10,000 Mallards on the Flathead River above Kerr Dam Februafy,?ﬁ.

One Adult Bald Eagle was harassing the Mallards but no capture was dbserved,
alter Robbin of Creston has been feeding 90. - 100 pheasants. He reports eagles occasion= -.

ally preying on them, o ) : Teo
There is,aiSé an -important predatoréprey'relationghip between the Bald Eagles and the

coots. (There have been 3 reports of this relationship. Wanda Jamieson). :

Dan Sullivan reports 3 separate sightings of the American Kestrel February 7% at Kerr
Dam. Ursula Whitney reports seeing a kestrel on a power line south of Ronan, December 3rd.

As Mae Sudan was driving north on Main Street in downtown Kalispell January 124, a

Pileated Woodpecker flew across the street in front af kel il s 7 ot G

Betty Rose 5n the Flathead River near Kalispell saw 12 Mourning Doves Jan. 17t%, She re- - .

ports. 2 Harris' Sparrows on Feb. 15t, also that a Killdeer has been wintering there.
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