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VOLUME 2, NUMBER 2 FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY - BIGFORK MONTANA 59911 MARCH, 1978

CHAPTER MEETINGS: Held at Bigfork Grade School AV Room (1n new building just off library)
Business - 7:30 P.M. Program - 8:00 P.M.

March 13 (Monday): Gary Hagedorn of the U.S. Fish and Wlldllfe Service will present a
program on the Swan River NWR. Gary's talk and slides will deal with the Refuge's w11d—
life and the proposed management of the refuge which is being formulated at this time.

April 10 (Monday) The program will discuss’ w1lderness, the Forest Service RARE II
evaluations (Roadless Area Review and Evaluation), and will feature a sllde—tape present-
ation on the Great Bear Ullderness Proposal. L TETT

May 8 (Monday): Dr; Riley McClelland will present a slide program and discussion on his
research of cavity hole nesters and the importance of certain types of forest habitat to
these bird species. He is also involved in research projects concerning how woodpeckers
relate to pine beetle infestations, heron rookeries, and the annual fall concentration of
Bald Eagles along Lower McDonald Creek in GNP.

AN\OUNCEMENTS.<

Interest In Lower Flathead Rlver Wloat” The Flathead Audubon Society will sponsor a float
trip down the Lower Flathead River from Buffalo Rapids Bridge on May 13 and 14 if there is
enough interest shown. This year we are encouraging Audubon members and their families and
friends only and are considering either a one day or a two day float depending on the inter-
est of members. Ve will have a sign up sheet at our next meeting or you can write the Flat-
head Audubon Soc1ety, Blgfork Mt. 59911 if you wish to participate. Reservations are re-
-quired!

Great Bear: Letters urging the reintroduction of the 386,000 acre Great Bear Wilderness
Bill into Congress are needed to Representative Max Baucus, House Office Building, Washing-
ton D.C. 20515 and to Senator Paul Hatfield, Senate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
For more information contact Citizens for the Great Bear Wilderness, Last Shore, Bigfork,Mt.

RARE II: Audubon members should keep current on the Forest Service's RARE II process as
it directly will affect the manggement of: thousands of acres of forest lands. Presently .
wilderness seems to- be the most effective means of providing old growth forests for those
wildlife species requiring such habitat. Locally the RARE II area located in the East Shore
Planning Unit seems to have been rejected and the 250 acre Swan River Island received a very
low gvaluation. The Swan Range Unit will be evaluated soon.

ALASKA - PLEASE WRITE!!!: With the death.of Sen. Lee Metcalf the Alaska National Interest.
Land Bill loss one of its foremost proponents. Please write Sen. Paul Hatfield and Sen. John
Melcher asking them to co-sponsor, support and press for early action on Sen. Metcalf's leg-
islation ~ 8-1500. Also write Rep. Baucus asking full support of Rep. Udall's original HR-39.
Developmental interests are attempting to severely weaken'the bill and conservationists are
greatly needed to voice their support for the Alaska issue. The ‘legisiation must be acted
on this year or revert back to piecemeal, haphazard development.

WRITE TODAY!!!




Help Needed In Building Bird Houses: The chapter has beeﬁ,meking and selling bird houses
and feeders as a fund raising project for several years. Il Has. been more successful each
year and is an excellent source of funds since we have’ ?eceived both labor and materials with-
out charge. The houses are built, to prov1de adequaté%yentllatlon and drainage, security from
predators, protectlon from the elements and years -of servf%e. The houses are constructed with
spe01f1c blrds 1n man taklﬁg 1nto—aceount eachrspec1eslreq§1rements for 1nterna1 dlmen51ons
and hole size,’ % By Bl

Last year Newton Reed, who is heading the project, built a‘booth and obtained space in ‘the"
B&B Store in Kalispell through which most of our products weré sold. Newton has asked for
assistance in constructing the bird houses. If any of you would like to help in cutting out,
in assembly or staining the houses please contact Newton (837-449L, Ferndale) as soon as pos-
sible. Houses need to be available for sale by late winter or early spring to be available
for use this year.

Art Aylesworth of Ronan and Newton Reed are developing a system of bluebird trails for the
Flathead Valley. Art will be settlng out 5C0 boxes in the south valley and Newton is in charge
of p1301ng 200 boxes in the north end. Help is needed in assembly, staining, mounting and/or'
maintaining the boxesi Information is wanted about suitable bluebird trail areas. Please con-
tact Newton or Art (676-8100) 1f you can help. b T v

Rocky MountalnrRegicnal Conference will be held June 3 &,4vin Sierra Vista, Arizona: This
is a sensational time of year for birders to come to this areas If you think you can take in
this conference please let Rick Trembath or Dan Sullivan know 0 they ecan pass on details tb
you and let our regional office know you are coming.
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The “State Audubon Council held its organizational meeting in Heleha at the home of the
‘“coun01lisepre51dent Ruth Lewisy on Feb. 3rd with four members from our chapter in attendance.
Purposegs. for. the council wiTl™ be™to apsist chapters in.birding exchange, program & educational
exchange, local 1ssues‘exchange “andto pool-forces .on’.major isgues. Al multifude of toplcsgﬁxr
discussed: including a statewide Burrowing Owl census, a statewide wintering Téagle Cefsis,
game legislation, the L. Flathead RLV@T dam issue, county weed control programs; the Ala
issue and Montana wilderness areas. The council will meet again April. 22ngd: i ﬁBllllngs in= s
conjunction w1th the Bllangs chapter's 25% anniversary. - lWle are interested 'ifi"locating peo-
ple from our chapter who mlght posSsibly be-able to attend this April’ meetlng wnuBlll;ngs as
our representatives. A dinner wWill be held Friday the 2lst at 6:30 P.M, dat which n&tional
.president, Elvis Stahr, will be a guest Please contact Rick Trembath 837~ 6717, if you can go.

1

Iceland Gull Slghted In Montana: -”hlle at the State Audubon Coun01l meetlng February Brdb
the Helena chapter guided a field trip Sunday morning around the Canyon' Ferry Reserv01r area. -
Among the birds seen were Mallard, Gadwall, C. Goldeneye, C. Merganser, R- L Habk] Bald agle
G.Ha Owlﬁ Pygmy Owl, Horned Lark, Pinon Jay, G-c Rosy:k Finch, .C. Redpoll, Lapland Longspur, ' ="
The - hlghllght of the’ day and perhaps for the entire year was, the sighting. of a subad"t Ice—a
land Gull at the ba ot Canyon Ferty: Dam.

When the small white- LwWinged gull was first noticed the lack of any marklnbs on the ;-
wings indicated something unusual. The small bird emptied cars faster than a Chinese fire

drill; set field guide pages fluttering; cameras, binoculars and scopes clicked, focused and:
zoomed;opinlcns\& theories bantered back and forth: "Are you sure its that b1g° ik 1ooks; 5

smaller. ~ Are you surg its-that small? It looks bigger. =~ What's it doing so far out*efg
its range? ‘Books like‘a subadult, probably got disorientéd.’! Oh! Are you' sure? No. - UWhaty
color are the Tegs?~ They look purple! He's probably cold, I sure as heck aml %" Tt would b -
an 1mmature, itsmmot -illustrated in the field guide. - Come on, bird. Turn to the left gust a
hair, ¢ Do the wings extend beyond the tail? By God! ‘They do! It has to be an Iceland, -,

How come “the sun's &lways.in.the. Wrong. dlrectlon° I have an 1nterest1ng ‘theory about: that.
_For another peanut butter cookie I would be glad to eluc1date.”"mhe guil seemed little 1m—'

ers v111 remember for sometime,..
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Forest Service<Plans For East Shore Planning Unit:  Opposition to the Forest Service's man-
agement plan: has gteadily increased as more ang-more peOple become aware of the potential ad-
verse effects if the plan is 1mplemented in its present form., The first publlc presentation

tlby the Forest Service was at our “chapter's Janary meeting. It became apparent: at that time

““the FS was not yet ready £o defend its ablllty to protect the watershed “visual qualities or

- wildlife needs under the proposed plan. -Public meetings were held- in January and February
with about 45 and 100 people.in attendance respectively. Most all comments made were critical
of the FS's plan and few people seemed convinced of 1t5vﬁorkab111tyo

The primary, concern of most Last Bhore residents is quality and guantity of water, Thls
concern stems ‘from the plan to bulld approx1macely 8 miles of rcad running North-South dir--
ectly, behind private property holdings of the East Shore (Unit D Road) and the logging of the

w_steep SlOpes .alofig the face of the Mission'Mountains. The proposed road would cross about 20
’ streams. The ‘Steep slopes are widely'visible from many points in theé valley and hlghly erod—»
_ible:if, overly disturbed. Many Bast Shore reSldents obtain both. thelr domestic and 1rr1gatlonf
-water Supplles from the streams and sPrlngs dlong the East Shore. - 3 o

- A committee was establlshed to respond to the Fb s plan on behalf of the Chaptern Only
general comments were made expressing concern about' water quality, visual lmpacts and the Un}tﬁ
D road since these issues were well disussegd. at public meetings and in individual 1etterse”‘

The committee's commentsiwere addressed prlmarlIy ‘to wildlife needs.

Less than two pages of the ZOO+ page. management plan were devoted to the dlscu551on of.
wildlife. Most of this concerned ]hlte-talled Deer management with some ment1on of Elk and .
Ruffed Grouse. With the exception of mentlonlng cavity nesters would be adversei
‘by the implementation of the plan the FOrest .Service made no mention of nongame management

The comments and concerns expressed by the committee included: lack of spe01f1c management :
guidence for nongame speciess; no wildlife spe01allst preseni at public meetings; the; -apparent’
sbsence of a wildlife specialist's imput into the maragmmeﬁt plan; no specificH management
guidance for retention of snags,; snag replacement or”pcroetuatlon of old growth habitat; plllng
and ‘making accessible slash wood for firewood.cutting to- reduce pressure on standing snags,. -
control of indiscriminate cutting of snags for firewoodj; pointing. out that wintering Bald
Eagles use snags and living trees for observations, perches ané night roosts; asking the ad-
visability of putting the Unit D road through the only remaining natural deer winter range
along the East Shore; requesting retention of some of the large Ponderosa Pine. A list of
birds occurring on the planning unit was submitted with the letter. A copy of the letter will
be available for your inspection at the nexl meeting.

Bald Eagle Now Classed As Endangered In Montana: The .Bald Eagle has recently been classi-
fied as an endangered species in Montana by the Dept. of the Interior. This will have impli-
cations of” greater protection of known nesting sites by public land management agencies and
of stricter and more severe penaltres for killing Bald Fagles. Glacier National Park had a
record count of 444 eacles near and along McDonald Creek on Nov. 30 while year arcund Rald
Eagle population 1n "Glacier is considered at 20. There are thought to be about 700 active ... = .
Bald Eagle nests in the contiguous 48 states. A ‘Bald Eagle with a white wing-bemd was. obsBr— i+
ved in the Flathead's North Fork by Park ‘Rangers Jerry DeSanto and Dan Taylor, the white band
is a Great Lakes area marking. This fall-10 eagles were marked in Glacier:? They have yellow
wing markers with an M for Montana and numbers starting from Ol.~ If anyone’ observes any mark-
ed eagles please contact Bald Eagle Project, GNI', West Glacier, Mt. 59936 (888-54L41).

A Big Welcome To These New Members! Kalispell: Stephen C. Beaulien, M. ‘Hoagland, Menno
Troyer, Jeff Little, Robert & Susan Sharp, Jack King; Bigfork: MNr. & Mrs. Robert Paul,
Mrs. John Taylor, Lloyd McDowell, Mr. Frederick- Schaffer, T, John Pettigrew, Mr. & Mrs. Dyck
Whitefish: Mrs. N.S. Sherman, Alan,Priebe, Mr. &Mrs. Wayne Vecneman, Ralph Waldt, Jack
Mottr, Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Elliott; Polson: G.B. Henman, Lynn Kelly; Arlee: Donald Dwyer,
Tania Erickson; Charlo: Robin Magaddino; Coram: Steve Kelly; Lekeside: Lynn Hull

HOPE. TO SEE YOU AT OUR MEETINGS!I

s
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‘ “Flathead,Drainage*EoglPrdject Report Completed: The 208 Project began in 1975 to develop
’Jwgiyater‘quality management plan. The basic goals of the project were: "1) to document. exist-
©'ing water quality problems, 2) to work with experts in the field to develop technical solu-
tions to.the problems, 3) to involve the public in building an awareness of existing and po-
tential probiems;'and~4),toAdevelQp;a plan to maintain and upgrade water quality which is soc-
. 1ally, economically ‘and environmentally sound." :

The final report is now available for public review and comment. The report consists.eof
five parts:  a brisf general summary of the entire report and detailed discussions of four
‘areas related to.weter quality .problems - urban growth, agriculture, silviculture (forest-

- . practices) and energYi“vThewgﬁapter has. a copy available and members are encouraged to read it.
. "They Don't Love Us‘Like e Thought'": A nation-wide poll sponsored by two major timber

" lobbies shows Americans are more interested in presérving forests than increasing timber pro-
“ ‘duction. — g o

The survey, conducted by Opinion Research Corp. of Princeton, N.J., found the public ig7
opposed to larger timber sales on national forest even if the end result is the opening of
more roads for recredtion. ~ '

"There are a hell of a lot of people in the industry that are disappointed by the poll;M
said George C. Cheek, Txecutive Vice President of the American Forest Institute, which spon-
sored the poll with the National Forest Products Association. Both are trade associations
that support increased federal logging budgets and oppose wilderness area. The pollster con-
cluded that the timber industry has little support in its fight with Congress against conser-
vation legislation, The firm recommended the timber companies concentrate their persuasive
efforts on governmental leaders in Yashington D.C., and not rely on a public relations program
aimed at the general public. Cheek said the industry:will probably ignore the pollster's rec-
ommendation. ''What the poll really showed was a terrible anxiety that we are running out of

- something people want,. an outdoors experience, " Cheek said. He said future public relations
programs should concentrate on relieving that fear, but warning the public about the "economic
costs" of wilderness areas.

‘The pollsters questioned 2,049 individuals across the nation during Sept. of last year. It
also polled 100 '"thought: leaders® in Yashington, D.C. The survey found that 62% of the general
public perferred to keep national forests in their natural state, and 28% favored increased
sdles. Among the "though leaders' interviewed, 38% favored preservation and 36% backed in=-:
creased sales. Only 7% of the public said there is "too much" wilderness whilé 32% said there
is "too little". More than half (51%) of the males in the 18 to 29 age group said there is
"too little" wilderness. Prior to this question interviewers were told that the nation now
has 15 million acres of wildernss in 38 states, "equivalent to a strip nearly 10 miles wide
from the East Coast to the ‘Jest Coast." Intermountain Logging News, January, 1978
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