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THE EAGLES RETURI'I

Sue Buchel, FAS member and naturalist at Glacier National Park reported
at October's meeting that'.lhe first birds of the annual gathering of bald
eagles around Lake McDonald had arrived. These "ear1y birds" are onlv a
smal1 part of the several hundred bald eagles that gather near McDonald in
october and November to feed prior to moving on to wintering areas.

Special viewing areas have been designat.ed at several points in Glacier
Park from which to observe the birds. Traffic across several bridges
along lower McDonald Creek has been temporarily restricted or prohibited
to avoid disturbing the eagles during the gathering. A speci-a1 program
on the bald eagle concentration will be given at the November 13 chapter
meeting. A field trip to the area is also planned. (See page 5 for details)

E CHAPTER ELECTIONS UPCIII1ING

The December meeting of the FAS vi11 see the eleetion of new chaprerofficers for L979, Along r*ith the officers one new director wilr beelected to fill the vacancy left by Dan sullivan. out-going president,,Rick Trembat\ will automatically become a mernber of the chapters boardof directors.

The nominations committee under wanda Jamleson, is working hard to comeup with candidates willing to serve both as officers and as committeechairpersons. Chairpersons will not be elected, but, like chapter of f i<:er.s.must be willing to devote the necessary time and effort. rf you have not
been approached, but are willing and able to serve in one of the positi.olsfisted in the directory on the outside page, of this newsletter please
contact wanda Jamieson at the next meeting, or call Rick Trembath at
83t-6717.

IT'S Fi,ll,i.i'r TlyiE ACAINI The a:-ea fail nisraticn rercris ar-c :-lii:'
Decemt,e:- 10 ;rt "..he nffice of the reglonal :ditor nf ,A.mer-icarl ir,rrli,
Please ;,.,nrl Gan,la Jamiesort, ]r6J River Benri, Bisfork ; reDcr-. af
your bir,i s.igirtines for Augll,st, SeDiernher, f cto-he::, and l'lovenber
by lecernher' -€, The fa1l report compares rnig':'ation dates of tr1::d.s,
and make: nrt* of unusual and ::are sightlngs.
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Wildhorse Island Our chapter has been participating in sessions that have pro-
dueed an interim BanagemenE plan for Wildhorse Island, which was recently pur-
chased by the Montana Fish and Game Department. A final management plan will be
forthcoming. If anyone would be willing to organize and Tead a field trip to
census the Islandrs bird life, please see Marcy Bishop, 883-4146.

Great Bear Llilderness Now only the Presidentrs signature away from becoming a
reality. The compromise bill as passed by Congresslast month deletes a total
of 3600 acres near U"S. 2 i-n Morrison Creek, and on the East side.from the laEe
Senator Lee Metcalf's original propesal. A needed addition to preserve the in-
tegri-ty of the Glacier Park-Bob Marshall ecosystem.

u. s. Forest sellice - Burlileton N rn various forms rhis
e exchange of BN lands

in the Gallatin area, for USFS lands west of the Continental Divide (scattered
and alternate section ownership west of Kalispell or even possibly in the Swan
Va1ley).

Iiission Mountain Management Plan Has been recently published, and is available
at USFS offices.

Bird - Pinknev Marsh An 80-acre marsh-pond-conifer forested area northr,rest of
Polson has been proposed for acquisition by the.U- S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The proposal was uade by Marcy Bishop, a member of the Flathead Audubon Socl-etyrs
Board of Directors. Marcy did a Z-year study of this areats bird aad wild life
populations and prepared a detailed report for outlining the area's resources
and values for nature study to be considered by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

//t/n //t tt/////tt////fi///rrtrr//t/lt// CORR ESPONDE NC E

1) To Congressman Max Baucus in support of S. 2899 - legislation that would esr-
ablish a 7-member commitree for the purpose of resolving conflicts arising from
provisions of the Endangered Species Act.

2) To the USFS Regional Office support.ing Alternative W as a response to their
solicitation of public input on RARE II.

3) To Congressman Ron }tarlenee, who chaired
this past September, suppciiing a wilderness

4) To Glacier National Park questioning the
study of the Park.

5) To the U.S. Department of the Interior - Fish and Wildlife Service in Billjngs
informing them that we vould be vrilling to help out in Lhe event of a major oil
or hazardous subst.ance spi11, as requested.

the Great Bear hearing in Choteau
designation for the Gre,at Bear.

need for a very detailed geologicrl
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IV1ORE ON THE LOI.IER FLATHEAD DAI1 PROPOSAL

President Rick Trembath attended a publie hearing last moath regarding
the corp of Engineers proposed lower Flathead valley project. Rick
tepresented EAS at the hearing, speaking against continuation of the
Corps study of potential hydropower development on the Flathead River
below Kerr dam.

rn May of 1977 FAS undertook its own analysis of the corps orig na1
proposals of five potential dam sites and drafted a resolution opposing
any construction and any need for further study. Loss of wildlife,
waterfo 1 and recreational values existant in the area along with soils
problems and low Porder generat,ion poteatial seemed to far outweigh any
benefieial returns possible.

Rick stated that public sentiment appeared heavily against the project.
He also noted that over a million dollars ni1l have heen spent by the
time the feasibility stuly, i-s concluded. The study was a result of a
1964 eongressional resolltion authorizing the corps to review hydro-
pover potential in the clark Fork arrd Flathead Rlver basins.

N}{F REOUESTS ASSISTANCE }IITH EA6LE SURVEY

The National wildlife Federation is planning its first annual mid-winter
bald eagle survey and has requested FAS assistairce with the undertaking.
thE survey will be a nationwide effort and should provid.e an important
iodex to the mrmber of eagles wintering in the 48 contiguous states andidentify key wintering areas. current plans call for a Jaouary zo, LgTgcensusing. A standard data recording form is being prepared. FAS partici-
pation in the survey will be discussed at the tgovenber meeting.

CHRIgTflIAS BIRD COUNT

The Flathead Audubon Christmas Bird Count will be conducted Saturday, December
16, ueather permitting, Any person wanting to participate in the count,
either as a field observer or feed.er watchEr, sirould r,otify Wanda Jamieson
ia advance. Observation areas will be assigned at the December meeting.
There 1" , participation fee of $1.50 for every eount participant. Thisfee aids i,n the cost of publishing the count results.
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Aeour rF{E Fllrnreo AunugoN SoclETy. , r

FAS officially organized in the winter of. 1976-77 and is well into itssecond year of activity as a branch chapter of the National Audubon Society.FAS espouses the National Audubon socieiy's philosophy, supports its under-takings in the area of conservation of nlt,rrrt_ ,""o,rrt"", .rra, is itselfdedicated to conserving, learning from, and enjoying the natural heritage ofthe Flathead Valley and surrounding Dountains.

Regular meetiags are held the seebnd Monday of each month, excluding themonths of June, July and August. unless otherwise noted, all meetings ardheld in the Av room of the Bigfork Elementary ictrool, ani are open to thepublic.

l\lemsrRSHr p

FAS now has a membership of just over
number of non.members are oft-tinnes found
ings and other chapter activities.

FAS welcomes new members --
Arlee: Dennis Groves polson: Charles Bishopst. rgnatius: Mrs. c. c. Duncan, Mr. J. M. wise and faniiyKalispel1: peter Hertlein, wesley King, Mrs. Judy zook, she11e wi11iams,

Toren McCarthy, Edward and Maxine Bailey, Lisa B1ood, OouglasLaw, C. Zizz, A. S. Arld Ruth Delhay
Bigfork: Tommie C1ark, Mrs. perry Beebe, Sally Ballard Corycolumbia Falls: Mrs. Rozella Anderson Lateside: t"tariiyn uagenElmo: carrie Jensen west Glacier: c. noteri il;;;; Karherine MacArrhurlrhiEefish: Randy schwickert, Danny on, steve Mcclusky, Lyle No1an,BillBruzek, Steven l.Ieller, Michael Eichuiller, 

-.l"r.y 
Long.

A fu1l list of members and details regarding membership are avairable fromDarlene Solberg, meatbership cahirperson. Find out who other Audubon members inyour area are - you uay be able to car pooJ- to meetings or fill each other in onaetivities that are upcoming.

THE ACCTPTTER ExpRESS is published bimonthly and disrribured toFAS members in Lake and Flathead Counties.
Articles of interest, drawings, letters a,.dfor criticisms arewelcomed. The poricy of the newsletEer is to keep the member-ship informed and to provide an additional med.ium for communi-cating FAS conservation efforts and philosophy. contributions
should be mailed to:

Flathead Audubon Society
Bigfork, MT 59911
attn: Newsletter Editor

200. In addition, a formidable
in attendance at the monthly meet-



lVhat Happens Next?

IIONDAY THE ],]TH - L:3CI
?:30
6: B0

FRIDAY THE ltTH - '5:00 All:

flON}AY THE 1lTH -

8:30 Pll:

SATURDAY THE l,tTH - (DA[',N):

MONDAY THE 8TH - E:30
7:30
8: D[

All mrrrrNGs ARE HELD rN

scHooL, (CRll 837-6777
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NOVETiBER

RE6ULAR BOARD IIEETING
CHAPTER BUS]NESS IIEETING
PR0GRAH - DR - RILEY l1C CLELLAND I'JILL
PRESENT A TALK ON THE BALD EA6LE

CON{ENTRATION ALON6 LOIdER T1C DONALD TR,
IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK AND ALSO DISCUSS

THE EAGLE BANDTNG PR0JECT FR0l1 I'JHICH HE

HOPES TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EAGLES

DISTRTBUTION AND T1IGRATORY PATTERNS.

FIELD TRIP TO GLAC]ER NATIONAL PARK TO

VIEI'J THE EAGLES C0NCENTRATI0N. tlEET AT

AreAR RANGER STATION. FOR FURTHER

TNFORIIATION CONTACT SUE BUCHEL - 88&_5383.

DECETIBER

RE6ULAR BOARD I{EETING
BUSINESS I'IEETING _ ELECTION OF CHAPTER

OFFICERS FOR ],1?5i FINAL PLANS FOR THE

CHRISTMAS BIRD CCUNT. - PLEASE ATTEND! !

PR06RAII - A FILH 0N BIGH0RN SHEEP IIIILL
BE SHOIdN ALONG I'ITH SLIDES OF AREA BIRDS
THAT IIAY BE SEEN DURING THE CHRISTMAS
COUNT.

CHRISTI1AS BIRD COUNT - A POTLUCK DINNER

LJILL FOLLOId AT THE BI6FORK SCHOOL CAFETERIA
(LILLIAN TUBB NEEDS SOTIE HELP TO 6ET THIS
UNDERhJAY _ CALL HER AT B3?-q3E3 IF YOU

TJOULD LIKT TO HELP)

JANUARY

REGULAR BOARD I1EETING
REGULAR BUS]NESS I1EETING
PROGRAM - TO BE SCHEDULED

THE AV ROOM OF THE BIGFORK GNAOE

FOR }4ORE INFORMATION)

PH:
PIl:
PI,l:

t:3Il Pl"1:

?:30 PPI:

Pil:
PM:
Pti:



Board of Direetors
Plarcy Bishop, Polson
Wanda Jamieson, Kalispell
Efmer Sprunger, Bigfork

Officers
Presldent: Rick Trembath,
Vic-President: E11y Jones,
Secretary: Barbara Fenner,
Treasurer: Nancy Trembath,

F'LA'IHEA]J AUDUtsON SOCIETY DIRECTORY

Bigfork (837-6298)
Sr"ran Lake (837 -349L)
Ka1ispel1 (755-0560)

Bigfork (837-6298)

!'

Committee Chairpersons
Conservation: Vacant
Edueation: Vacant
Field trip: Marcy Bishop (8g3-4146)
Hospitality: Cheri Seli (837-69L6)
Membershj-p: Darlene Solberg (9gZ-3253)
Newsletter: Steve Dagger
Program: Vacant
Publicity: Vacant
Librarian; Helen Dresen
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