* F kX kX & k k % % %k % % November’ 1978

THE EAGLES RETURN

Sue Buchel, FAS member and naturalist at Glacier National Park reported
at October's meeting that”the first birds of the annual gathering of bald
eagles around Lake McDonald had arrived. These '"early birds" are onlv a
small part of the several hundred bald eagles that gather near McDonald in
October and November to feed prior to moving on to wintering areas.

Special viewing areas have been designated at several points in Glacier

Park from which to observe the birds. Traffic across several bridges

along lower McDonald Creek has been temporarily restricted or prohibited

to avoid disturbing the eagles during the gathering. A special program

on the bald eagle concentration will be given at the November 13 chapter
meeting. A field trip to the area is also planned. (See page 5 for details)

xJ > CHAPTER ELECTIONS UPCOMING

The December meeting of the FAS will see the election of new chapter
officers for 1979. Along with the officers one new director will be
elected to fill the vacancy left by Dan Sullivan. Out-going president,

Rick Trembath, will automatically become a member of the chapters board
of directors.

The nominations committee under Wanda Jamieson, is working hard to come

up with candidates willing to serve both as officers and as committee
chairpersons. Chairpersons will not be elected, but, like chapter officers,
must be willing to devote the necessary time and effort. If you have not
been approached, but are willing and able to serve in one of the positions
listed in the directory on the outside page of this newsletter please

contact Wanda Jamieson at the next meeting, or call Rick Trembath at
837-6717.
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CONSERVATION ISSUES — Peige 2

Wildhorse Island Our chapter has been participating in sessions that have pro-
duced an interim management plan for Wildhorse Island, which was recently pur-
chased by the Montana Fish and Game Department. A final management plan will be
forthcoming. If anyone would be willing to organize and lead a field trip to
census the Island's bird life, please see Marcy Bishop, 883-4146.

Great Bear Wilderness Now only the President's signature away from becoming a
reality. The compromise bill as passed by Congresslast month deletes a total
of 3600 acres near U.S. 2 in Morrison Creek, and on the East side, from the late
Senator Lee Metcalf's original propesal. A needed addition to preserve the in-
tegrity of the Glacier Park-Bob Marshall ecosystem.

U. S. Forest Service - Burlington Northern Land Exchange 1In various forms this
idea is being studied as a.result of a BN proposal for the exchange of BN lands
in the Gallatin area, for USFS lands west of the Continental Divide (scattered

and alternate section ownership west of Kalispell or even possibly in the Swan

Valley).

Mission Mountain Management Plan Has been recently published, and is available
at USFS offices.

Bird - Pinkney Marsh An 80-acre marsh-pond-conifer forested area northwest of
Polson has been proposed for acquisition by the. U, S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
The proposal was made by Marcy Bishop, a member of the Flathead Audubon Society's
Board of Directors. Marcy did a 2-year study of this area's bird and wild life
populations and prepared a detailed report for outlining the area's resources

and values for nature study to be cénsidered by the Fish and Wildlife Service.

i rssrrnittivirrn ittty CORRESPONDENCE

1) To Congressman Max Baucus in support of S. 2899 - legislation that would est-
ablish a 7-member committee for the purpose of resolving conflicts arising from
provisions of the Endangered Species Act.

2) To the USFS Regional Office supporting Alternative W as a response tc their
solicitation of public input on RARE II.

3) To Congressman Ron Marlenee, who chaired the Great Bear hearing in Choteau
this past September, suppoting a wilderness designation for the CGreat Bear.

4) To Glacier National Park questioning the need for a very detailed geologicsl
study of the Park.

5) To the U.S. Department of the Interior - Fish and Wildlife Service in Billings
informing them that we would be willing to help out in the event of a major oil
or hazardous substance spill, as requested.
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MORE ON THE LOWER FLATHEAD DAM PROPOSAL

President Rick Trembath attended a public hearing last month regarding
the Corp of Engineers proposed lower Flathead Valley Project. Rick
represented FAS at the hearing, speaking against continuation of the
Corps study of potential hydropower development on the Flathead River
below Kerr dam.

In May of 1977 FAS undertook its own analysis of the Corps orig nal
proposals of five potential dam sites and drafted a resolution opposing
any construction and any need for further study. Loss of wildlife,
waterfo 1 and recreational values existant in the area along with soils
problems and low power generation potemtial seemed to far outweigh any
beneficial returns possible.

Rick stated that public sentiment appeared heavily against the project.
He also noted that over a million dollars will have heen spent by the
time the feasibility study is concluded. The study was a result of a
1964 congressional resolution authorizing the Corps to review hydro-
power potential in the Clark Fork and Flathead River basins.

NWF REQUESTS ASSISTANCE WITH EAGLE SURVEY

The National Wildlife Federation is planning its first annual mid-winter
bald eagle survey and has requested FAS assistance with the undertaking.
the survey will be a nationwide effort and should provide an important
index to the number of eagles wintering in the 48 contiguous states and
identify key wintering areas. Current plans call for a January 20, 1979
censusing. A standard data recording form is being prepared. FAS partici-
pation in the survey will be discussed at the November meeting.

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT

The Flathead Audubon Christmas Bird Count will be conducted Saturday, December
16, weather permitting. Any person wanting to participate in the count,
either as a field observer or feeder watcher, should notify Wanda Jamieson

in advance. Observation areas will be assigned at the December meeting.

There is a participation fee of $1.50 for every count participant. This

fee aids in the cost of publishing the count results.
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ABouT THE FLATHEAD AuDpuBON SOCIETY. . ,

FAS officially organized in the winter of 1976-77 and is well into its

second year of activity as a branch chapter of the National Audubon Society.
FAS espouses the National Audubon Society's philosophy, supports its under-
takings in the area of conservation of natural reaources, and, is itself
dedicated to conserving, learning from, and enjoying the natural heritage of
the Flathead Valley and surrounding mountains.

Regular meetings are held the second Ménday of each month, excluding the

months of June, July and August. Unless otherwise noted, all meetings aré
held in the AV room of the Bigfork Elementary School, and are open to the
public.

MEMBERSHIP

FAS now has a membership of just over 200. 1In addition, a formidable

number of non-members are oft-times found in attendance at the monthly meet-
ings and other chapter activities.

FAS welcomes new members --

Arlee: Dennis Groves Polson: Charles Bishop
St. Ignatius: Mrs. C. C. Duncan, Mr. J. M. Wise and family
Kalispell: Peter Hertlein, Wesley King, Mrs. Judy Zook, Shelle Williams,
Toren McCarthy, Edward and Maxine Bailey, Lisa Blood, Douglas
Law, C. Zizz, A. S. Add Ruth Delhay
Bigfork: Tommie Clark, Mrs. Perry Beebe, Sally Ballard Cory
Columbia Falls: Mrs. Rozella Anderson Lakeside: Marilyn Hagen
Elmo: Carrie Jensen West Glacier: C. Robert Morey, Katherine MacArthur
Whitefish: Randy Schwickert, Danny On, Steve McClusky, Lyle Nolan,Bill
Bruzek, Steven Weller, Michael Eichmiller, Jerry Long.

A full list of members and details regarding membership are available from

Darlene Solberg, membership cahirperson. Find out who other Audubon members in
your area are - you may be able to car pool to meetings or fill each other in on
activities that are upcoming.

THE ACCIPITER EXPRESS is published bimonthly and distributed to
FAS members in Lake and Flathead Counties.
Articles of interest, drawings, letters and/or criticisms are
welcomed. The policy of the newsletter is to keep the member-
ship informed and to provide an additional medium for communi-
cating FAS conservation efforts and philosophy. Contributions
should be mailed to: ‘

Flathead Audubon Society

Bigfork, MT 59911

attn: Newsletter Editor
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# What Happens Next?

i
SR

NOVEMBER :

i
it

£:30 PM:  REGULAR BOARD MEETING

7:30 PM: CHAPTER BUSINESS MEETING

8:00 PM: PROGRAM - DR. RILEY MC CLELLAND WILL
PRESENT A TALK ON THE BALD EAGLE
CONCENTRATION ALONG LOWER MC DONALD (R.
IN GLACIER NATIONAL PARK AND ALSO DISCUSS
THE EAGLE BANDING PROJECT FROM WHICH HE
HOPES TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE EAGLES
DISTRIBUTION AND MIGRATORY PATTERNS.

MONDAY THE 13TH -

i g

FRIDAY THE 1bTH - -9:00 AM: FIELD TRIP TO GLACIER NATIONAL PARK TO
= VIEW THE EAGLES CONCENTRATION. MEET AT
- APGAR RANGER STATION. FOR FURTHER
o INFORMATION CONTACT SUE BUCHEL - 888-5383.

DECEMBER .

MONDAY THE 11TH - &:30 PM: REGULAR BOARD MEETING
7:30 PM: BUSINESS MEETING - ELECTION OF CHAPTER
OFFICERS FOR 1979: FINAL PLANS FOR THE
CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT- - PLEASE ATTEND!!
8:30 PM: PROGRAM - A FILM ON BIGHORN SHEEP WILL
. BE SHOWN ALONG WITH SLIDES OF AREA BIRDS
THAT MAY BE SEEN DURING THE CHRISTMAS
COUNT.

SATURDAY THE 1ETH - (DAWN): CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - A POTLUCK DINNER
WILL FOLLOW AT THE BIGFORK SCHOOL CAFETERIA
(LILLIAN TUBB NEEDS SOME HELP TO GET THIS
UNDERWAY - CALL HER AT 837-4323 IF YOU
WOULD LIKE TO HELP)

JANUARY

MONDAY THE &TH - :30 PM: REGULAR BOARD MEETING

k:3
7:30 PM:  REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
8:00 PM: PROGRAM - TO BE SCHEDULED

ALL MEETINGS ARE HELD IN THE AV RoOM OF THE BiGFORK GRADE
scHooL, (CALL 837-6717 FOR MORE INFORMATION)



FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY

Board of Directors
Marcy Bishop, Polson
Wanda Jamieson, Kalispell
Elmer Sprunger, Bigfork

Officers
President: Rick Trembath, Bigfork (837-6298)
Vic-President: Elly Jones, Swan Lake (837-3491)
Secretary: Barbara Fenner, Kalispell (755-0560)
Treasurer: Nancy Trembath, Bigfork (837-6298)
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Committee Chairpersons

Conservation: Vacant

Education: Vacant

Field Trip: Marcy Bishop (883-4146)
Hospitality: Cheri Seli (837-6916)
Membership: Darlene Solberg (982-3253)
Newsletter: Steve Dagger

Program: Vacant

Publicity: Vacant

Librarian: Helen Dresen




