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AUDUBON ROCKY MOUNTAIN REGIONAL CONFERENCE

Flathead Audubon Society will be sponsoring the Audubon Rocky Mountain Re-
gional Conference this year. The conference will be held August 16-22 at the
Yellow Bay Biological Station on Flathead Lake. The first four days will be
mostly taken up with field trips, while Saturday and Sunday will have talks
and presentations.

As the sponsoring chapter we have several responsibilities. Any and all
help will be greatly appreciated. Items needed are:

1) Blankets and pillows for conference attendees who fail to bring
their own. Arrangements for sheet rental have already been
made.

2) List of anyone liking to house attendees in their home. This
would be a good opportunity to meet fellow birders.

3) Volunteers with autos to chauffeur people to and from the air-
port, depot, or bus station.

4) Volunteers with autos are also needed to carry people on the field
trips. Normal expenses will be paid by Audubon. This is a
great opportunity to go on the trips.

As time progresses more and more tasks will certainly come up. Anvone
wishing to help during the conference will be greatly welcomed. If you can
help in any way or have questions contact Dave Hudak, phone Kalispell 755-3752.

BIRDATHON

The Annual Flathead Audubon Society Birdathon will be held May 22. Further
information and entry forms will be available at the May regular meeting or by
calling Tommy Clark, Big Fork 837-6615.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

--MAY
Regular meeting of Flathead Audubon Society will
S M T W T F S ~ be held in the downstairs meeting room of the
Flathead Bank of Big Fork. The business meet-
’////’//’l ing is at 7:30 P.M. and the program begins at
8:00 P.M. John Briggs, Flathead Audubon Society
2 3 5 6 7 8 member, will present a slide-music program en-
titled, "Wind, Water, and Wilderness.'" The
9 (::) 11 12 13 14 (::) presentation documents his 74 day canoe ad-

venture in Northwest Territories, Canada.
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Lower Flathead Valley Auto Tour Field Trip-- % day.

23 24 25 26 27 28 9 Leader- Mae Sudan, Big Fork 837-6626. Meet at
8:00 A.M. New Covenant Christian School, Big
0 3 Fork-Somers Cut-across Road.
Flathead Audubon Birdathon
—JOE |
1 5 45
6 /7 8 9 10 1 12 Swan River Island Field Trip (old growth forest
habitat)-- Full day, bring lunch. Leader-
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 Elmer Sprunger, Big Fork 837-6613. Meet at
7:30 A.M., Leivo's Lake Cafe, Big Fork.
-
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~-JULY-
1 2 3
g 5 6 7 8 9 10 Jewel Basin Field Trip (3-5 mile hike)-- Full day,
bring lunch. Leaders- Barbara Baxter, Somers
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 857-3738 and Elly Jones, Swan Lake 886-2244.
Meet at 8:00 A.M,, Echo Lake Cafe, Swan High-
181912 2 23Q way 83.
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--AUGUST-
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
S 9 10 11 ]2 13 14 Audubon Rocky Mountain Regional Conference,

//” Yellow Bay Biological Station, Flathead Lake.
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LILLTAN TUBB MEMORIAL FUND

The Lillian Tubb Memorial Fund presently contains $35. Ideas for use of

this fund will be accepted at

the May regular meeting. Further donations to the

account will be accepted at any time. Lillian Tubb was a great lady. We are

truly richer from knowing her.

RILEY MCCLELLAND EAGLE RESEARCH

At the April regular meeting it was voted to

give a $100 grant to Dr. Riley McClelland to further
his Glacier National Park Bald Eagle research. This
was given in lieu of contributing to the John James

Audubon Wildlife Fund.

UP FROM THE EGG:
THE CONFESSIONS OF A
NUTHATCH AVOIDER

Bird watchers top my honors list.
I aimed to be one,but I missed.
Since I'm both myopic and astigmatic,
My aim turned out to be erratic,
And I, bespectacled and binocular,
Exposed myself to comment jocular.
We don't need too much birdlore, do we,
To tell a flamingo from a towhee;
Yet I cannot, and never will,
Unless the silly bird stands still.
And there's no enlightemment in a tour
Of ornithological literature.
Is yon strange creature a common chlckadee,
Or a migrant alouette from Picardy?
You rush to consult your Nature guide
And inspect the gallery inside,
But a bird in the open never looks
Like its picture in the birdie books-
Or if it once did, it has changed its plumage,
And plunges you back into ignorant gloomage.
That is why I sit here growing old by inches,
Watching the clock instead of finches,
But sometimes I visualize in my gin
The Audubon that I audibin.
-Ogden Nash



The calendar of events lists upcoming Flathead Audubon Society field trips.

If you plan on going on a trip, please contact the trip leader. This helps the
leader to better plan the outing. One should take binoculars and a bird guide.
Be prepared for the worst (rain gear, insect repellent, etc.) and hope to be
surprised by the best. Field trips are also scheduled in conjunction with the
Rocky Mountain Audubon Regional Conference at Yellow Bay, August 16-22. These
trips will include:

1) Daily birdwalks around Yellow Bay Station

2) Daily small group tours of Bird-Pinkney Marsh near Polson

3) Tour of Somers Fish Hatchery

4) Hike to Jewel Basin

5) Two trips to Glacier National Park

6) Outing to National Bison Range

7) Introduction to Flathead Valley Soils

8) Tour of Creston Fish Hatchery

9) Outing to Flathead Lake Waterfowl Production Area

10) Boat trip to Wildhorse Island

11) Tour of Ninepipe National Wildlife Refuge

12) Boat trip to Bird Island, Flathead Lake

13) Outing to Swan Lake National Wildlife Refuge

Sign-up for these trips can be made anytime up to trip time. Contact Dave Hudak,
Kalispell 755-3752, for further information.
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