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Driving home tonight I saw the constellation Orion, "The Hunter",
in the eastern sky. It made me think of many hunting mornings of
vears past when 1t was COrion that shone above the waters and fields.
As the great hunter strode across the heavens the sun would slowly
steal the night away and the earth would come to life again.

Those hunting mornings are favorite memories, the breath-
taking thr 11 of first light and the accompanying rush of wings.

I never dreamed I1'd ever be "too busy" to be out there when the

birds are coming down. But it seems to have happened, and this year
in particular. I missed it entirely, the migration, and that is a
sad thing. The spectacle of migrating birds is both a natural
wonder and a sign that all is right with the world--or at least a
symbol of hope--for as long as the great flocks move down, then the
earth 1s still a wild enough place for the hunters.

The story following, on page two, submitted by Mr. and lirs.
Lane, captures that sense of wonder experienced by those who witness
nature in a rare moment. Ve will continue the theme of migration
into the January 1ssue to make room for more on this remarkable
event. Meanwhile, there is lots of news here in this last issue *
from 1986. We've come full circle--back to Christmas Bird Count L
time! I've sure enjoyed the year, even if it has been too busy,
and am looking forward to seeing you again in the Post through 1987. ¥

Happy Holidays!
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A NMIGRATION TALE
Arlie and Harrilison lLane

The day was crisp and clean, the autumn leaves in the valley
created a pallette of color, and the not-far-off blue of the EBear
Paw liountains promised new vistas and excitement. Keturning to the
kitchen, we hurriedly assembled 2 picnic lunch and were off. Fall,
like everywhere, is short and brief and not to be wasted.

We wended our way out of Havre up the blackiop to the mountains.
It only takes about half an hour to be in the woods here, a source
of great satisfaction to we prairie-bound people. Oftentimes deer
are seen, chipmunks and beavers are busily mzking their presence
known, and there is a slightly different mix of birds to be seen if
you look closely. We veered off the Sucker Creek Road and up over
a divide, tzking us into areas we had not explored in 2z long time.
Each bend in the road brought new and vivid scenes. The Bear Paws
were lovely this day, the sky blue, a bright sun shining, the air
with its unmistakable snap of fall. After alighting and exploring
a beaver pond near a- western rail fence, we sat in the car munching
our sandwiches. Suddenly we were inundated with a blanket of blue!

Rising from the ground, the nearby pines and the fence posts,
mountain bluebirds by the hundreds cascaded against the sun into the
sky. We held our breath with excitement and wonder. O0Only rarely
had we seen these birds, mostly in the Flathead country. But to
see hundreds of them here in the Bear FPaws migrating southward in
an undulating swoop! We watched until they were out of sight,
still finding it hard to believe what we had seen.

What a jewel of a day the bluebirds had created for us. And
how glad we are to know they are so near!

Editor's note: Arlie and Harrison Lane are Audubon members out of
the Great Falls chapter who reside in Havre. They maintain their
ties with this side of the divide through friend Lynn Kelly and
they keep a summer cabin in the Flathead.

Across the morning sky all the birds are leaving.
Ah, how can they know it's time for them to go?
Before the winter fire,

We'll still be dreaming. I do not count the time.
Who knows where the time goes...

Who knows where the time goes....

Sandy Denny




TEGISLATIVE FUNDS AND A PHONz TRED ROD ASH=-CONSERVAT ION

Yund raising for Audubon's 1987 Montana legislative efforts
are underway. Ann Humphrey, who is heading the fund raising campaign
this year, reports that letters asking for donations to the lMontana
Audubon Legislative Fund have been sent to lkontana Audubon members.
"sudubon chapters throughout the state have contributed funds from
chapter treasuries but the legislative fund is still 54,000 short
of 1ts goal” saild l:s Humphrey.

The lauhead Chapter, responding to the shortage of funds,
recently increased its contribution pledge Irom $600 to $1,000.

The legislative fund will enable lontana's Audubon ;Obby
led by Jan Ellis, to secure legislation for nongame wildlife
programs, Zrizzly bear protection, environmentally sound subdivision

planning and other important environmental goals.

legislative efforts at the local level in 1987 will include =a
chone tree composed of Flathead Audubon members. We will need
20 to 30 volunteers tg make the phone tree work. 4 volunteer
wnen alerted of pending environmental legislation by the Dhone
tree chair person, will be required to c9l¢ several other phone
tree volu teerc who in turn czll other volunteers and so on,
until all on the phone tree have been alerted. kach volunteer .
then responds w1th a call to their legislator requesting appropri-
ate action. N

The phone trce is being set up and members will be contacted
to voluntecr. IMeanwnile, a phone tree cnalrperson 15 neﬂdpa To
steer this through the 1987 legislative session.
Eod Ash, 754-2289, if you wish to help.
FROM THE PR&ESIDENT BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS RCEIN MAGADDINO

Budget planning for the Flathead Audubon Society has become both fun and
satisfying. OCur $3,000 budget for this fiscal year allowed us to support our
State Audubon Fund and the Montana Audubon Legislative Fund with $1,000 each.
Local education is supported by $500 for Glacier Institute scholarships, $400
worth of natural science books for the Bigfork elementary and high school
libraries and at least $200 worth of grizzly bear books for cocunty libraries in
this section of the state. We increased our Audubon Adventures program to
$300, so will be looking for 4 additional classrooms to participate.. Two of
our adopted refuges, the Swan River National Wildlife Refuge and Ninepipe State
Came Management Area, are slated for a total of $425 for educational material
and nongame survey assistance. Bald eagle researchers Riley and Pat McClelland
in Glacier National Park received $200 to support their tracking efforts in
Northern Canada and $100 was set aside for Al Harmata of Bozeman for bald eagle

chick banding. A full budget report will be published in a subsequent issue of
the Pileated Post.
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GOT 4 BIRDER ON YOUR LIST? Here are a couple of gift ldeas that
will certainly be appreciated while at the same time contribute
to the cause of wildlife conservation right here in the Flathead
Valley. Our chapter of the Audubon Society is able to share
in the profit from the sale of the National Geograghic Field
Guide to the Birds and from the Bird watcher's Digest.

The Field Guide is one of the best available, coverilng
all the birds of North America with excellent illustrations
as well as complete range maps--a feature which greatly
simplifies rapid field identification. The Field Guide 1is
being sold by the chapter for $17.00 while the retail price
is $21.00. Contact Rod or June Ash (soon!) at 754-2289 to
place your order,
The Bird Watcher's Digest is a monthly publication

covering all aspects of bird watching, bird behavior and
life histories, and field identification. It 1s the magazine
devoted entirely to serious birding. A one year subscription I
costs $15.00, one half of which will be returned to Flathead
Audubon when your order is accepted by Bird Watcher's Digest.
A Christmas card will be sent notifying the receiver of your
gift. Call Robin Magaddino at 837-4294 today.

T

SFECIAL THANKS TO.....

Dan and Suzannah Casey for constructing a cabinet to hold all
our refreshment paraphernalia. The cabinet will be permanently
located in our meeting room in the basement of the Flathead Bank
of BRigfork.



INVITATION TO ADVENTUKE: pAST AFRICAN SAFARI

Billie Hicks from the Yellowstone Valley audubon Soclety dropped
us a2 line this week extending an invitation to Audubon members and
interested individuals statewide to join her on an African safari.
Here are the details: '

T am co-leading a game viewing, bird watching trip tTo nenya,

Last Africa leaving about February 25, 1987. I've been tnere

twice and listed 279 bird species and 50 mammal species in

the game parks. This safari will visit several key birding

areas such as Lakes Baringo and Nakuru as well as several

game parks with wonderfully diverse habitats which attract

over 1200 species of birds in a country only about Twlce

the size of lontana.
Our co-leader is Milt Griffith, a well known wildli

photographer and naturalist who lived in Kenya for

t e
and speaks the native language. He helped write the snag
policy and the esprey recovery plan for the Deschutes RNat
ional Forest in Oregon.

We'll be gone 18 days on this unique, custom guided safarl
which is limited to 15 people to ensure evewyon a window
seat in the vans for better game viewing and photography.
I'd like to make this an "all lkontana" group.

Tor more information contact me, Billie Hicks, Route 1,
Box 232, Joliet, KT 59041, Or call (LO6) 962-37906.

)
)

BIRD SEED '86: THE 1AST WORD! TUbimIz CLaRK
Wwe delivered 945 sacks of sunflower seeds to 483 individuals

from Condon to ILureka and from Flains to Polebridge. 4T 50 pounds

per sack that is 47,250 pounds or 23 1/< tons! This was tae total

production of the Denton, lMontana farmer from whom we purcha

the seeds. GCross income from the sale was $14,859 whlle expenses
came to 28,571 leaving a net profit of $6,288. This money will
go into our chapter's general fund and will be used for operating
expenses and for furthering conservation causes in liontana.

At this time we would like to extend a hearty thankyou 1o all
those people who turned out on a very 1nclement wovembef 8th to
help distribute the seeds: Irom Condon, Rod Ash. Llly Jones, Jack
and Ursala Whitney, Fatty and Neal Brown, and Robin lkag addino and
Nicole from Bigfork. Bob Ballou and his wife Nancy took care of
Polson and Ronan. In Whitefish, Cecil and Charlotte Nelson,
wrs. Dick Stark, Betty Nucci, Leo Keane and like Fotter all pitched
in. For Columbia Falls, George Shay, Dale Wicks, kason Rlley and
Charles Budge. In Kalispell, Susanah and Dan Casey, Cralig Hess,
Brent Mitchell, Barbara Baxter, and Tommie Clark all xept the
orders going out Barbara Baxter took care of all the advertising
2s well as the follow up work 1n YallspelL. Radio stations KGRz
and KOFI, and Mark Brunson of the vaily Interlake did a great job
of getting the word out. A special thanks to liike aderhold and
the entire staff of the Montana Department of Fish, wildlife and
Iarks who made this all possible. And thanks to you people who
are feeding the birds!! See you next year!
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1986 FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY !
OFFICERS : Membership Application
President Robin Magaddino, 2100 Swan Hwy, Bigfork, MT 59911 837-4294 ?ngjﬂ:ﬂ?&??ﬁiﬁﬁfﬂfﬁmi:ﬂ'xlﬁ‘ﬂ""
Vice President Jack White, 1235 Swan River Road, Bigfork, MT 59911 837-6157 magagine and my membership card to the address below
Secretary Barb Baxter; 255 Oldenburg Rd., Somerg, MT 59932 857-3738
Treasurer Tommie Clark, 231 Pine Needle Lane, Bigfork,MT 59911 837-6615 NAME
DIRECTORS
E Bob Ballou, Box 11881, Rt.1, Charlo, MT 59825 6L4l-2365 Al
Brent Mitchell, 960 Kienas Rd., Kalispell, MT 59901 257-8130 an STATE e
Craig Hess, 370 3rd Ave. W.N., Kalispell, MT 59901 257-6645 - _
Jim Rogers, Box 984, Polson, MT 59860 887~2492 b ﬂgERSPuP
CHAIRS 2542289 . U CTORY MEM .
Conservation Rod Ash, Box 957, Condon, MT 59826 YijujD $20 -
Education Jim Rogers, Box 984, Polson, MT 59860 887-2492 L AILYTS 23
Field Trip John Briggs, Box 3000, Lakeside, MT 59922 84l-3784 U STUbENTRI8
Hospitality Susannah Casey, 265 Breezy Pt., Somers, MT 59932 857-3143 LI My check for § is enclosed. N5k
Library Nancy Trembath, 6065 MT Hwy 35, Bigfork, MT 59911 837-6298 [ Bill e, please.
Membership Detty Rose, 1066 Steel Bridge Rd, Kalispell, MT 59901° 755-0852
Newsletter Leo Keane, 2175 Houston Dr., Whitefish, MT, 59937 B62-5B07  cweex raynsie TO: waTomAL Aubisow Socsery
P a s
§8§§?Ei§; Dan Casey, Box 2922, Kalispell, MT 59901 857-3143 #RIL. To¢  BErTy Enggéé o
Refuge ~ Bob Ballou, Box 11881, Rt 1, Charlo, MT 59825 6L4-23675 /066 STEEL SRI6E

KALiSPELL , MT 5590/

THE FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY meets on the second Mon?ay of each month from September through
May. Regular monthly meetings are preceeded by an Executive Board meeting, the time and location
of which are published in the preceeding newsletter. The business meeting_(?njo PM) and program
(8:00 PM) are held in the downstairs meeting room of the Flathead Bank gr ;igfork.' These are all
open meetings and all interested people are invited to attend. THE PILLATbU“FOST is published
nine times a year, September through May, and is sent to all members of the Flatnead Audubon'Society
as one benefit of National dues. For others who would like to receive the -ewsletter, cost is g3.50/yr.’
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