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Entertainment begins at 3:30 with music
CELEBRATING and slides by Dave Streeter.
CONSERVAT'ON IN THE Several raffle/give-aways will also be

FLATHEAD

Don’t miss Celebrating Conservation in
the Flathead, the spring festival and conservation
fair that will take place Saturday, April 20, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the West Coast Kalispell Center
Hotel.

The festival is sponsored by local
conservation groups — including Flathead
Audubon, as well as natural resource agencies
and local businesses. Terry Trieweiler, Montana
Supreme Court Justice, will deliver the keynote
address. The celebration is free and open to the
public.

Festivities will begin at 9 a.m. with the
opening of display booths and hands-on activities
celebrating conservation achievements in the
Flathead Valley. Flathead Audubon'’s booth will
feature pictures, maps and information about the
Owen Sowerwine Natural Area.

Two panel discussions are planned. The
first begins at 10 a.m. with opening remarks by
Jan Metzmaker. The second starts at 2 p.m.
Panelists will include Glacier Park naturalist Bill
Schustrom; Randy Gaynor, owner of Glacier
Wilderness Guides; U.S.G.S. Scientist and grizzly
bear researcher Kate Kendall, Jack Stanford,
Director of the Flathead Lake Biological Station;
and Bob Munson, Co-founder of the Rocky
Mountain Elk Foundation and the Teddy
Roosevelt Conservation Alliance.

A lunch buffet, $10 per person, begins at
noon. Seating will be limited so it is best to buy
your tickets ahead of time. Send your name,
address, phone number, number of tickets you
want, and $10 for each ticket to Celebrating
Conservation, PO Box 2001, Bigfork, MT 59911.

Trieweiler's keynote speech is scheduled for 1
p.m., right after lunch.

included. Watch your local newspapers for more
details and a full schedule of events. For further
information, contact Dave Hadden, 837-0783 or

paddler@digisys.net. By Linda Winnie

FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FOR APRIL 2002

MONDAY, APRIL 8, 2002 The Flathead
Audubon Society General Meeting will feature a
slide presentation by Flathead photographer
Chuck Haney titled “A Year in the Life if Outdoor
Photographer”. The meeting begins at 7:30PM at
the Fish, Wildlife & Parks Building at 490 Meridian
Road in Kalispell. The Board of Directors will meet
at 5:30PM just prior to the general meeting.
Everyone is welcome, please join us.

MONDAY, APRIL 22, 2002 EARTH DAY

FIELD TRIP
SUNDAY, APRIL 21 SMITH LAKE BIRDING.
The Smith Lake Waterfowl Production Area this
time of the year will have many varieties of ducks,
including grebes, buffleheads, and ruddy ducks.
We will search for sandhill cranes, Marsh Harriers,
eagles, and osprey. We will certainly see and hear
western meadowlarks and bluebirds. It will be an
enjoyable morning of bird watching. Meet at the
Fish, Wildlife & Parks building in Kalispell at 8:00
a.m. Sunday morning. For more information
please contact Leslie Kehoe at 837-4467 or
likehoe@digisys.net

PLEASE SEE PAGE 7 FOR A COMPLETE
LISTING OF THE FLATHEAD AUDUBON
SOCIETIES SPRING FIELD TRIPS.



PILEATED POST

%MGE 2

CHICKADEE
CHATTER

The days of late March always bring new
and wonderful surprises. The first day of spring
this year came as quite a shock to many of us. |,
however, thought it was a wonderful surprise, it
was great fun to watch the world turn white and
fluffy. | love to watch the snow fall and on that
snowy first day of spring there was somewhere
between 14 and 20 inches in my yard when all
was said and done. It was very cold but | had to
wander outside for a bit. The world around me
was filled with the quiet sounds of wind, snow and
birds.

It had snowed most of the night and by
morning everything was covered with snow and
the tiny white flakes continued to fall. When there
is so much snow on everything you can
understand why so many writers have used the
phrase ‘covered like a blanket’ to describe a snow
covered landscape. | stepped out into a pristine
world where the sounds of the daily world are
muffled. It seemed so very peaceful. You could
hear the hiss of tiny snowflakes as they slide
through the needles on the fir trees that surround
the yard and they made a different noise when
they fell on the brown leaves that cling to the Red
Oak in the yard. (It was a tree that my mother
planted nearly 35 years ago to remind her of the
east coast where she was born and raised.)

There were quiet sounds coming from the
Flathead River beside the house, too. One could
hear the odd quiet lap of water so laden with snow
that it had bocome slushy. It would have frozen
solid if the wind had not been blowing so briskly.
The ducks and geese that had gathered there by
the hundreds during the preceding week were
squeezed into a small area of open water in the
midst of the River. There were muffled honks and
whistles and quacks of many varieties coming
from that little bit of cold open water.

The ducks knew it was spring
even if it was pouring snow down on them and
me. The first of the Northern Pintails, Redheads
and American Widgeon were swimming around in
search of food. There have been Hooded and
Common Mergansers, Mallards, Bufflehead, and
Common and Barrow's Goldeneye and ,of course,
Canadian Geese here most of the winter.

| walked down to the icy shore of the river
to see if | could spot the Killdeer | had heard and
seen less than 24 hours before. It was nowhere to
be seen but on a branch hanging over the water
sat an Immature Bald Eagle. No doubt hoping one

of those numerous birds in the water would offer
himself up as lunch.

There were several snowy, grumpy
American Robins in the old apple tree in front of
my house. They have been here the entire winter
and | think that the past few weeks have been
more than they bargained for with all the cold
temperatures and many inches of snow. The
ethereal and wondrous song of several Varied
Thrushes wafts down from on high. These lovely
birds, so much like our beloved robins, have been
here for over a month now and much to my delight
they have started singing. It was eerie to hear
their songs mingled with the rush of the wind and
the whispers of falling snow and all the other
muffled sounds that occur at any given moment
during a snow storm.

In the trees by the house came the bright
spring songs of House Finches and Song
Sparrows and chickadee’s and nuthatches.
Nothing seems to dampen the spirits of these
energetic little birds. In fact, the three Pygmy
Nuthatches that have spent the winter here were
inspecting the top of an ancient birch tree whose
top has long since died. This tree has been home
in past years to hummingbirds and chickadees
and woodpeckers and nuthatches, its top is
pierced with many holes. The snow storm has not
changed that eternal drive to find 2a home and
mate and have baby nuthatches.

By late afternoon the snow had abated
and the sun could be seen through breaks in the
clouds. It was cold and as | shoveled the driveway
out | could hear in the cottonwood trees along the
river the spring songs of a flock of Red-winged
Blackbirds. They have been back in the
neighborhood for about two weeks. They only visit
for a month in the early spring and then they will
be on their way seeking a suitable patch of cattails
to claim as their own. They know that Spring is on
the way even if there it is 6F and there are two
feet of snow on the ground.

Just four days after that wintry start to
spring the sun is shining and the snow is melting
fast. There are little water droplets falling from
every surface. A Spotted Towhee was sitting in
the thornapple bush on the river bank this
morning. The buttercups are still a few weeks
away this year but | can wait. Just the thought of
Spring and all the wondrous days ahead of us is
enough. | can wait. Leslie Kehoe
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APRIL PROGRAM

Flathead Audubon presents Whitefish
outdoor photographer Chuck Haney for its April 8
program. Haney's slide program, titled "A Year in
the Life of an Outdoor Photographer" will highlight
images from his travels, including the North
Woods of Minnesota, the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, the tall grass prairies of the Midwest
and locally, from Waterton Park. Haney, an
outdoor photographer for 10 years, has been
published in National Geographic, Outside and is
a frequent contributer to Montana Magazine. He
has just published his fourth book, "Simply
Beautiful-North Dakota." He will have copies of his
books at the program. Please join us for what will
be an entertaining and enjoyable evening. The
public is invited. Bring a friend.
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FAMILY FORESTRY EXPO
XIil

Forestry Expo is a week long event held
each May, since 1990, to educate area students
and families about forest resource management.

The Family Forestry Expo is sponsored
and created by a diversified group of
organizations including: local service groups,
resource users, professional societies,
government agencies, conservation groups, forest
industry, local businesses, and interested
individuals.

Over 1,250 area fifth grade students attended
the Monday to Friday portion of Expo XI and
another 1,500 - 2,000 adults attended the
weekend family portion of Expo. The program
included a large range of topics: archaeology,
fisheries, plant identification, forest management,
wildlife, riparian areas, low impact camping, fire,
mill tours, logging practices, ORV demonstrations,
and a fun stop.

This year the student portion of the Family
Forestry Expo will be Monday, May 6th through
Friday, May 10th. The family weekend portion will
be May 11th and May 12th. It takes place at the
Stoltze Lumber Company’s Trumble Creek
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Experimental Forest. Go to the intersection of
Hwy 40 and US 2 (at the Blue Moon Bar) and
head north, it is off Tamarack Lane, just follow the
signs.

About 1250 students from 56 area
classes attended last year's Family Forestry Expo
XIl. If you missed the Expo last year you are
invited to share the experience with us through
the pages of this web site as we update it to show
those events. From the Flathead Forestry Expo
website which can be found at
www.digisys.net/ffe. There is a lot more
information about the FFE to be found there
and a map to the site.

THE MONTANA
WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION
INTERNATIONAL WILDFIFE
FILM FESTIVAL.

The Flathead chapter of the MWA will
once again host films from the International
Wildlife Film Festival held in Missoula. This year
the mini film festival will be held Friday the 3™ of
May. The evening will include some of the best
wildlife films shown at the week long 25" Film
Festival held in Missoula. A raffle and bake sale
will add to the party. The films will be shown at the
Flathead High School and will begin at 7:00 p.m.
Admission is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for
children. For more information please contact
Karen Wills at 387-4011 (kwills@digisys.net) or
Cesar Hernandez at 755-6304.

QUARTERLY BOARD
MEETING COMING UP

All meetings of the Flathead Audubon Society
Board of Directors are open to all who wish to
attend.

The FAS Board of Directors meets each month
on the second Monday, 5:30 to 7 p.m., at the
FWP building in Kalispell (before the regularly
scheduled FAS general meeting). In addition,
longer quarterly Board meetings are held roughly
every 3 months throughout the year.

The next quarterly meeting of the FAS Board of
Directors will take place in late April or early May.
The date and time have not yet been set. If you
are interested in attending this upcoming quarterly
meeting, please contact Linda Winnie, 755-1406
or lindawin@cyberport.net. She will notify you of
the date, time and location once the meeting has
been scheduled.




