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YOUR HELP IS NEEDED FOR
THE 5th ANNUAL GREAT

BACKYARD BIRD COUNT
FEBRUARY 15-18, 2002

Harry Potter fans and bird enthusiasts from
all walks of life are invited to help track "Harry
Potter's owl" and other birds February 15 through
18, 2002, as part of the fifth annual Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC).

A project of Audubon and the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology with sponsorship from Wild Birds
Unlimited, the CBBC &asks everyone with ain interest
in birds--families, individuals, classrooms,
community groups--to count the numbers and kinds
of birds they see during any or all of the four count
days. They can count in their backyards,
schoolyards, local parks, nature centers, even at
the office. Reports are made over the Internet at
BirdSource, a state-of-the-art web site developed
by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon.
"This is the fifth year of the Great Backyard Bird
Count, and we couldn't be more excited," says
Frank Gill, Audubon's Senior Vice President for
Science. "We're in the midst of a major invasion of
sorts--many bird species that typically spend the
year in Canada and the extreme northern U.S. are
moving into regions farther south. With help from
bird lovers everywhere, we'll be able to see which
species are where during the Great Backyard Bird
Count."

One of the species making rare
appearances is the Snowy Owl, a species that has
become widely recognized recently as a result of
the immense popularity of the Harry Potter books
and recent movie, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's
Stone. In the series, Harry's pet is a Snowy Owl
named Hedwig.

Now, people will be able to contribute data
and learn about the Snowy Owil for real, during the
Great Backyard Bird Count. Snowy Owils typically
spend the year in the far north, feeding on
lemmings in the arctic tundra. Some

winters, this food source reaches an extreme low,
forcing many of the owls into areas farther south.
This winter, Snowy Owls have already made
appearances in southern Maine, New Hampshire,
upstate New York; North and South Dakota, lowa,
Minnesota, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, Oklahoma,
and elsewhere. With help from GBBC participants,
the whereabouts of Snowy Owls will be plotted on
maps at the web site almost as soon as reports are
made throughout the four count days.

Special GBBC web pages will feature
Snowy Owils and nine other North American owl
species as well, representing a range of habitats
and geographic locales. Species summaries,
images, calis, and conseivation status wiii be
available at the web site as well. Two of the
featured owls--Short-eared Owl and EIf Owl--are on
Audubon's "WatchList" because they are showing
population declines. Another species, the Burrowing
Owl, is also declining in parts of its range.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR
FEBRUARY 2002

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 The Flathead
Audubon Society General Meeting will feature

a slide program illustrating why woodpeckers and
other wildlife species need snags, logs and old
trees by wildlife biologist Lisa Bate. Please join us
for a what will be a very interesting program. The
meeting begins at 7:30PM at the Fish, Wildlife &
Parks Building at 490 Meridian Rd. in Kalispell. A
Board of Directors meeting will take place at
5:30PM just prior to the general meeting. Everyone
is welcome to attend.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 17 Join FAS for a field trip
to the Mission Valley in search of raptors and
other winter visitors. We will spent most of the day
birdwatching. Please call Leslie Kehoe for more
information or if you would like to sign up for the
field trip at 837-4467.
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PILEATED POST

CHICKADEE
CHATTER

Part two of tales from New Zealand is about an
adventure. Now | must tell you that adventure is not hard
to come by in the wild country of the South Island of NZ.
One only needs to drive a short distance from
Christchurch and you will find yourself on a splendid road
in the midst of a rugged mountain valley. | spent several
days in a beautiful town in the Southern Lakes region
called Wanaka on the shores of an immense glacial lake
of the same name. The town is near Mount Aspiring
National Park, which is known for its rugged mountains, a
mountain climbers paradise.

| set out one morning for a long hike into the
mountains. The sky was cloudy and most of the
mountains were obscured, rain was in the forecast but
when you are in New Zealand in the late spring, rain will
not stop you. It was a two hour drive on a narrow gravel
road up the Matukituki Valley to the trailhead at
Raspberry Flat. The Matukituki is a wide glacial U-shaped
valley with a meandering braided river flowing through it
and green pasture land full of sheep and cows and red
deer and birds. The walls of the valley sweep up steeply
and on that day disappeared into the clouds and mist.

| drove along the road with the windows of the
car open listening to the calls of the birds of springtime in
the southern hemisphere. The Skylark was one of my
favorites, this sparrow-like bird originates in Europe and
was introduced to NZ and is now very common in open
meadows. It sings a truly beautiful song from on high and
hovers in mid-air proclaiming its territory. It is very aptly
named and | spent many minutes listening to its beautiful
song. There are other European introductions that have
found niches in NZ as well the Chaffinch, the
Yellowhammer, and the Green finch are some of the
most common. Some have adapted to more than one
habitat, the Chaffinch for example is found in the open
meadow country but | also found them deep in the
rainforest and high in the mountains. They are a very
attractive rosy colored bird with white wing bars and a
lovely song. Many of these introductions have found
empty niches to live in and they seem to co-exist well with
the native birds. Unfortunately, NZ has the same
problem that we do here in the USA, the native bird
populations are declining. Mostly due to habitat loss.

There were other sounds as well, the only
familiar sound was the cry of gulls. Gulls sound the same
the world over it seems even if they don’t look quite the
same. Only three species of gulls are found in NZ. It
makes life much simpler at least where gull identification
is concerned. The Black-backed Gull, a very large
strikingly patterned gull and the Black-billed Gull are the
two that will be found inland and there were hundreds of
them in the green fields alongside the road or flying
overhead. Spur-Winged Plovers and Pied
Oystercatchers could be seen in the fields with the gulls.
And overhead and on the occasional fence post the
Australasian Harrier. There are only two raptors present
in NZ today, the harrier and the NZ Falcon. The harriers
are the more common of the two and as hard as | looked
I never did see a falcon. The harriers look somewhat

different than our familiar Northern Harriers but they do
have the white tell tale patch of feathers in the uppertail.
They soar and circle like all raptors and | never grew tired
of seeing them as | traveled. Other raptors existed but are
now extinct, a large sea eagle and a another very large
harrier were hunted for food and feathers by the Maori.

The forecast of rain became a reality as | got
closer to the mountains. It rained every day | was in NZ
except the last but that is part of spring here. It is even
more difficult to predict the weather there than it is here, a
long range forecast consists of the weather for the next
24 to 36 hours never more. You will be happy to know
that the weather forecasters NZ are just as good at their
profession as they are here!

The rain came down in torrents and moments
later a patch of blue sky would peek out of the clouds and
rays of golden sunshine would illuminate the
mountainsides. There were waterfalls everywhere, the
water looked like it was falling from heaven itself as the
upper slopes of the mountains were hidden in the mists.

After fording many small streams and a
harrowing drive on a very narrow road beside the river
the West Matukituki Valley broadens a bit and there is the
trailhead. | set out on my walk in a steady drizzle but |
was prepared or so | thought. The track to the Rob Roy
Glacier starts out on the valley floor and crosses a half-
mile or so of verdant pastureland. | had several hundred
sheep and a grumpy cow for company on the way to a
swingbridge that crosses the West Matukituki River. Once
across the bridge the track goes up, up _into the
mountains and into a tuxuriant Silver and Red Beech
rainforest. The walk into the rainforest is nothing more
than remarkable, astonishing, amazing, marvelous,
wonderful....words alone cannot describe this place. It is
simply alive, every patch of ground is covered with
something alive and growing. There are hundreds of
species of ferns and liverworts and mosses and lichens,
most of which | have never beheld. Each little frond and
leaf and spike had shiny little droplets of water on it.
Walking in a forest such as this was like stepping back
into a land that time has forgotten. The world we have
made for ourselves is very far away and there were no
sounds and very little sign of humans.

There is very little bird song but the sound of
water falling was everywhere and it was most wonderful.
Rob Roy stream rushes down by the track for much of the
way, the water in the stream is deadly cold and milky with
glacial silt as it flows directly from the glacier. Deep pools
here and there were a beautiful turquoise blue. Beautiful
ethereal waterfalls fell from on high just on the other side
of the trail which was littered with tiny beech leaves(about
the size of a dime) and they gave off that very distinctive
smell of tanin but with hints of other exotic smells so that
it was not quite familiar. When one walks in such a place
every sense is used. It is a most remarkable experience.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM
WHY WILDLIFE NEEDS SNAG, LARGE TREES
AND LOGS

Wildlife biologist Lisa Bate will present a
slide program illustrating why woodpeckers and
other wildlife species need snags, logs and old
trees. Bate, who does contract work for the U.S.
Forest Service, will share how decaying trees
provide crucial habitat for for cavity nesting birds
such as woodpeckers and other wildlife species.

Woodpeckers and other animals, in turn,
provide a ‘bullt-in immune system' for the forest by
keeping insect numbers in check. Bates stresses
the importance of providing habitat for woodpeckers
in order to maintain overall
forest health.

Carpenter ants that occupy decaying trees
provide the primary food for pileated woodpeckers.
The carpenter ants are also one of the primary
predators on spruce bud worm, an insect that can
damage spruce trees.

As an outgrowth of her Master's degree
work at the University of Idaho, Bate developed
sampling methods for surveying snags, large trees
and logs. She now works with the Forest Sertvice to
determine the relationship between
roads and the densities of large trees, snags and
logs.

As an added bonus, Bate will also discuss
how to prevent woodpecker damage to homes and
buildings.

Also, at the Flathead Audubon meeting,
Gael Bissell and Alan Wood of the Montana
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks will be
presented an award for their outstanding
conservation achievement in securing a 141,000-
acre conservation easement on Plum Creek land in
the Thompson and Fisher River drainages. It is the
largest easement of its kind in Montana
conservation history.

CHICKADEE CHATTER
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

Here in the deep forest are the lovely little
Chaffinch and a native bird called a Silvereye which is
well named as is a bright olive green above with a pink
belly and a very white ring around the eye. The Gray
Warbler lives here too, it is a small (about the size of a
Pygmy Nuthatch) gray bird that is only found in NZ. It was
pleasant to watch these tiny little birds flitting about in the
trees in search of insects, always in motion.

After walking for several hours in this ancient
land you will walk out of the forest and into a subalpine
area full of fascinating native tussock grasses and
wildflowers. This is a rough land that the glaciers have
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only recently relinquished and evidence of their passing is
everywhere. Somewhere in the mist above me was the
mountain and the glacier. | could hear ice cracking and
falling and suddenly the mists lifted enough and there
above me and across the vale was the Rob Roy glacier.
An immense field of deep blue ice and crevasses and
rock hanging in a glacial cirque, very beautiful and
imposing at the same time. Just to the left of the glacier a
lovely waterfall fell hundreds of feet to the valley floor.

| stood there in the pouring rain, soaking wet,
(even Gore-tex has its limits) in awe, just living in the
moment as they say because there was nothing else |
could do. My reverie was broken by the arrival of a bird,
a parrot of all things here in the mountains. This was my
second encounter with the Kea, the mountain parrots of
NZ. The Kea is found only in NZ, generally in the alpine
regions at the tree line, it is one of the worlds rare alpine
parrots. The Kea is a very large (about the size of a Red-
tailed Hawk) olive green bird with scarlet underwings and
rump. Very striking.

It was a surprise to find this very large bird with
a very sharp beak suddenly standing five feet in front of
me. For one so large it flew nearly silently. They are quite
intelligent and marvelously curious creatures. We have
‘do not feed the bears' signs in our parks and NZ has ‘do
not feed the Kea' signs. This one followed me back down
the trail for some distance and finally flew off into the
trees. It was an encounter | am not soon to forget.

The walk back to the car was wet, very wet.
There was water everywhere, in puddles on the trail,
dripping off of every bough and frond and rock and the
end of my nose. The very air was laden with moisture. It
was 6PM by the time | returned to the car, soaking wet,
battered and bruised and feeling very alive. There was
still another three hours of daylight left and | got in the car
and went off in search of another adventure. Mt. Aspiring
National Park is a place of great inspiration, a place that
is good for the heart and the soul, a place where dreams
come true.

Leslie Kehoe

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

The board of directors of the Flathead
Audubon Society would like to thank the people that
participated in our December fund raising. We had
$225 in donations, which with the matching $200
brought the total to $425. Both Owen Sowerwine
and our new education program have expanded our
funding needs, so the money will be well spent.




