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FLATHEAD VALLEY’S
ORGANIC FARMERS
RECOGNIZED BY FAS

Flathead Audubon's third Recognition of
Outstanding Conservation Achievements was
presented to Flathead Valley’s six local organic
farmers at our April meeting.

Five of the six farmers were able to be
present at the meeting for the recognition; the sixth,
Katherine Cross, was out of town.

The presentation was made by Lois
Drobish, who has for many years served as
Flathead Audubon's Welcome Hostess, and is the
mother of one of the farmers honored. Below is the
text that Lois read at the meeting.
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Tonight we honor the six Certified Organic
Farmers of our Flathead Valley for growing
organically, providing us with food, preserving our
soil, protecting our ground water, avoiding air
pollution and safeguarding our environment, our
habitat.

These Certified Organic Farmers are:

Katherine Cross/Whitefish

Julian Cunningham/Swallow Crest Farm

Kip Drobish/Raven Ridge Farm

Barry Flamm/Flamm Orchard

Judy Owsowitz/Terrapin Farm -

John Sheldon/Creston Seed Inc.

Flathead Audubon’s Mission Statement
includes conservation of habitat and ecosystem
diversity. Awareness and appreciation of the
natural world is promoted through educational
activities and advocacy programs. We work with
diverse groups and agencies to achieve sound
decisions on natural resource issues. We
recognize these Certified Organic Farmers for their
conservation activities.

These Certified Organic Farmers are
members of the Organic Certification Association of
Montana, a non-profit organization, composed of
consumers, retailers, processors and growers. This

organization promotes local organic food and
sustainable farming practices, and oversees the
certification of organic farms in Western Montana.
The cost to the farmer of certification is several
hundred dollars. Certification is provided by the
Organic Crop Improvement Association, an
internationally recognized farmer owned and
operated grassroots certification program, which is
committed to an independent and neutral system of
inspection.

There are innumerable benefits to growing
food organically. Organic growing methods protect
the long-term health of the land and result in
wholesome foods.

Pests are controlled by building healthy
soil, resulting in vibrant plants. Soail fertility is
achieved through crop rotation, returning organic
material to the soil through composting and growing
a variety of crops. Inter-planting and cover cropping
contribute to a healthy soil-building program.

Consumers are thus ensured nutritious
foods from healthy plants without pesticides and
other artificial additives. The health of farm workers
is also protected. In addition, birds, insects and
animals benefit from these practices.

Growing organically improves the ability of
farmlands to withstand drought and other stresses.
The environment is preserved by reducing soil
erosion and the amount of chemicals in the ground
water. Organic growing maintains a balance
between providing for and receiving from the soil,
thus attaining a long-term sustainable relationship.

Information about some Certified Organic
Farmers and other Montana farmers is listed in
AERO'S Directory for Sustainably Grown Montana
Food: ABUNDANT Montana.

It is for these reasons we respect and
cherish our Certified Organic Farmers. Flathead
Audubon is pleased to present each with a
membership in our chapter, which is a chapter of
the National Audubon Society, and our state
organization Montana Audubon. Thank you for
your invaluable contributions to the health of our
community and our environment.

By Ferne Cohen
SEE PAGE THREE FOR MAY CALENDAR
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CHICKADEE
CHATTER

The days are lasting longer and the nights
are not as cold, the robins chirrup into the dusk and
the geese have made a nest on the old pier of the
bridge that once spanned the Flathead River; it can
only mean one thing...spring is well underway here
in our beautiful valley. It will only be a matter of
days until there are brilliant green leaves on the
trees and more than just the cheerful yellow of
buttercup blossoms will greet us from gardens and
meadows. It is these next few weeks that | find so
difficult. It is not easy to wait for the buds on the
branches to become leaves of green or to wait until
diminutive balls of feathers wing their way here so
that | can hear the lilting song of a Yellow Warbler
high in the trees above me.

Of course, there are hints of things to come
every day. The wild honeysuckle vines in the yard
are some of the first to spread their green leaves
and | noticed them a few days ago. Just last week
the delightful song of a Ruby-crowned Kinglet
wafted down to my wondering ears. More and more
American Robins drift into the yard as the days go
by. They run around the yard looking for food and
will soon be on their way farther north. There will be

learn the ways of the world...but alas | will have to
wait for a bit to see them. For now they are only
chirrups at dusk.

Spring is a time where memories are made
and | would like to share some of my spring
memories with you. These are some of my fondest
memories of years gone by and few new ones:

& # Just this year | had the good fortune to

spend a day at the Freezeout Lake Wildlife
Management Area near Choteau. There were tens
of thousands of ducks of all kinds, geese and
swans there and the entire experience is one that |
will never forget for all the rest of my life but the
memory that will stay near my heart is one of
brilliant white geese strung like pearls high in the
sky. Late in the afternoon with a brilliant sun
shining to the west and dark gray clouds to the east
the geese rose from the ponds by the thousands.

As they flew higher they would follow one another in

long strings and the sun would catch them. There
were dazzling white geese in long lines against a
gray horizon as far a the eye could see.

> # Several years ago on a day in May |
came across a shelter belt in the Mission Valley
beside a pond. There were some interesting ducks
in the pond and | spent many moments watching
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two or three pairs that stay and raise several broods
apiece. What is more fun than watching baby robins

the ducks swim in pairs around the pond and
several Killdeer wandering around the shores.

It was warm and | was content to stand there for a
bit. Off in the distance a Bald Eagle flew in great
circles in the sky and the first tiny insects were
flying in small clouds to and fro. | look up into the
willows beside the road and what do | see but four
large golden eyes peering at me from fluffy faces.
Two baby Great Horned Owls watched me. The
slight breeze wafted the fluff around their faces and
| almost laughed.

& # Four years ago my sister and |
wandered up to Glacier National Park in the first
part of May. The road was only open to Avalanche
but you could walk for several miles past the closed
gate. The drifts of snow were still very deep and
even though the day was sunny and warm the
breeze as it blew over the snow was chilly. We
walked for some time listening to the quiet forest
around us. Here and there were animal tracks in the
snow banks. Occasionally, we would hear the
songs of Varied Thrushes above us and Winter
Wrens beside us. And, strange as it may seem,
there were butterflies everywhere. Not just one or
two but seemingly hundreds. The rich brown of the
Mourning Cloak could be seen flitting about
everywhere. At a little puddle in the road there were
so many clustered about that we couldn’t count
them all.

£ Early one morning in the midst of May
last year just after the Red Sleep Mountain drive
opened at the National Bison Range | found myself
looking out over the Mission Valley. The day was
clear and the early morning sun shone on the high
peaks of the Missions still blanketed in snow. The
songs of a multitude of Western Meadowlarks came
to my ears from all directions. A beautiful little
American Kestrel hovered magically in the air and
dove into the grass as | watched coming up empty
taloned. | drove further and dropped down into the
valley on the backside. The grass was covered with
sparkling dew drops and antelope and Mule deer
were grazing here and there. In the willows beside
the road | could see furtive movements and dozens
of songs, Yellow Warblers and Song Sparrows and
Willow Flycatchers and Common Yellowthroats to
name a few. | could see flashes of blue everywhere
as dozens of migrating Lazuli Buntings flew here
and there. It was a wonderful morning, an
unforgettable morning as so many are in the Spring.

Have a wonderful summer and | hope you
will take time to make some special memories that
will be with you all the rest of your life.

Leslie Kehoe
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meetings for many years. She also provides us
ANN UAL FLATHEAD much insight because of her work at Tally Lake
AUDUBON SOC'ETY MAY Ranger District and her connection to conservation
POTLUCK DINNER issues in the area.

The May meeting of the FAS will be held at
Lone Pine State Park Visitor's Center on May 13,
2002. This will be our annual potluck dinner so
please bring your favorite potluck dish and your
own dinner service. Dinner will start around 6:00PM
and the program will begin at 7:00PM. A short
Board of Directors meeting will be held before the
program begins. We will hold Board of Directors
elections at this time and there is a by-law change
that will be voted on.

The May program is entitled: “Space-Age
Grizzly Bears”. Grizzly bear researcher John
Waller will discuss the findings of his research using
satellite collars to track grizzly bears up the Middle
Fork of the Flathead. Since 1998, Waller has been
using the high-tech devises to follow bears,
particularly trying to determine the bears’ travel
habits across the highway and railroad corridor
between Glacier National Park and the Bob
Marshall Wilderness. It was one of the first times
satellite collars were used to track large animals in
the lower 48 states and offered unprecedented
precision in following the bears.

Waller is currently completing his doctorate
in wildlife biology from UM. His research on bears in
the Middle Fork is the foundation of his PhD. Waller
was previously a researcher on the South Fork
grizzly bear study through the Montana Department
of Fish Wildlife and Parks.

Everyone is welcome to attend, please join
us for our final meeting of the season and enjoy
good food, good company and a great program.
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NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE
REPORT

Four positions are up for election this May.
How fortunate that all four members who hold these
positions have agreed to run for re-election. These
positions are: Secretary: Gail Sullivan, Treasurer:
Bruce Tannehill, Board Directors for the 2002-2005
term: Leslie Kehoe and Linda de Kort.

Bruce Tannehill has been Treasurer of the
Flathead Audubon Societ for four years. He is a
retired high school science teacher with an interest
in conservation, birding and recording of bird songs;
he shares these interests generously on Audubon
field trips.

Gail Sullivan as Secretary of FAS has
provided the board with accurate minutes of the

Linda deKort has served as a Board
director for the past three years. Now that she is
retired from high school biology teaching, she has
more time to devote to the Audubon education
committee, when she is in the country that is.

Leslie Kehoe has served as our creative
and eloquent Editor of the Pileated Post for the last
four years and has been on the Board of Directors
since 1999. We are still trying to figure out how she
is able to devote so much energy to FAS
(newsletter, field trip leader, refuge chair), maintain
her successful business (Kehoe’s Agate Shop), and
keep us all abreast of her travels near and far.

A new name on the roster of nominations
for the FAS Board is Karen Nichols. Another
Director is needed on the Board and Karen
graciously accepted the nomination for the third
Board Director for the 2002-2005 term. She also
kindly agreed to write a short biography for the
newsletter; Karen writes:

I was introduced to Flathead Audubon and
the ‘life sport’ of birding when | took Dan Casey's
FVCC beginning birding class about 10 years ago.
Since then, | have taken that beginning class a
second time and Dan’s advanced birding class two
times. Each spring, | find that | have forgotten many
of the birds | knew the previous year. | figure
learning and ‘relearning’ will keep me interested in
birding for decades.

| believe birding is a simple and accessible
way for people to connect with the natural world in
which we live. Flathead Audubon does a wonderful
job of providing its members and the greater public
with a variety of opportunities to enjoy the natural
world and to better understand its complexities. |
think Flathead Audubon is one of the more diverse,
effective and just plain fun conservation
organizations in the Flathead. The packed room
during our monthly meetings is evidence of that.

| have worked as a photojournalist in the
Flathead since 1990. | currently work at the Daily
Inter Lake part-time and also do other freelance
photography work. | have a journalism degree from
the University of Montana, with a minor in
environmental studies. In partnership with Jeannie
Marcures, | have helped with Flathead Audubon’s
publicity for the past two years.

| live in Kalispell with my husband, Ben
Long, who is also an avid student of the natural
world.

Report by Linda deKort, Nominations Committee



