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SIXTH ANNUAL GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT NEEDS
VOLUNTEERS, BIRDWATCHERS TO HELP PROTECT
AMERICA'S BIRDS AND HABITAT

Pioneer Web-based Count Spotlights WatchList Birds and West Nile Virus

Ilvyland, PA, Tuesday, January 21, 2003 -
All across the Americas, our birds face survival
chailenges from loss of habitat to introduced
predators and diseases like West Nile Virus. The
Sixth Annual Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC),
February 14-17, will focus on the effects of these
threats, tell participarts what they can do about
them, and add vital new information io our
understanding of our birds and their environment.

Once again, the National Audubon Society
and The Cornell Lab of Ornithology call on
volunteers of every age and skill ievel to make the
Count possible. "We need every birder to join us,"
said Audubon Senior Vice President of Science
Frank Gill. "The Great Backyard Bird Count has
become a vitally important means of gathering data
to help birds, but it can't happen unless people take
part Whether you're a novice or an expert, we
need you to take part and heip us help birds."

Audubon and Corneil are asking
participants to pay special attention to the more
than 200 species on the Audubon 2002 WatchList,
issued last autumn, which lists North American
birds in danger or decline. "WatchList is an early-
warning system designed to raise awareness of
birds in trouble, before they become endangered or
threatened," explained Audubon's Gill. "Think of it
as preventative medicine, protecting our great
natural heritage." The GBBC website
www.birdsource.org/gbbc includes features on
these birds and what participants can do to help
them.

The GBBC will also focus on the effects of
West Nile Virus on crows and jays, owls, raptors
and other birds, and will educate participants about

the disease. "We need as many volunteer counters
as possible to tell us what they see,” said Sally
Conyne, Audubon Director of Special Projects.
"The GBBC can serve to educate people about the
real effects of the disease, and wiil help our
scientists reach a better understanding.”

The GBBC combines high-tech web tools
with an army of citizen-scientist bird ocbservers. The
Count asks families, individuals, classrooms, and
community groups to count the numbers and kinds
of birds that visit their feeders, locai parks,
schoolyards, and other areas during any cor ali of
the four count days. Participants enter their
sightings at BirdSource, www.birdsource.org/gbbc.
The state-of-the-art website was deveioped by
Audubon and the Ccrnell Lab. GBBC is sponsored
by Wild Birds Unlimited stores.
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Monday, February 10, 2003 The FAS General

| Meeting will feature one of our very own. Bruce

Tannehiil who is the FAS Treasurer will present a

slide show and program about a 72 mile trip he and
several friends made 30 years ago across the Arctic
Divide by canoe. It should be a fascinating tale
about a truly unique part of the world. Please join us
at 7:30PM at the MT Fish, Wildlife and Parks
Building in Kalispell. Please see page 3 for details.
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Somehow getting up before the light of day
on a Sunday morning in the middle of January is
just not the easiest thing to do, even when the day
ahead is going to be spent bird watching. Early
mornings in May are a different thing entirely. For
some reason | will spring out of my warm bed at
5:00AM in the spring and barely give it a second
thought. | am always excited to spend a few hours
much less an entire day watching birds regardless
of the time of the year but bed seems more inviting
in the midst of winter. Never the less | crawled out
of bed and managed to be at the parking area at
the appointed time on the 12" of January.

Snow was predicted and the day was
overcast and a bit gloomy but a small band of
intrepid birdwatchers and | set out for the Mission
Valley in search of, what else, birds.

The focus of this Flathead Audubon Field
Trip was to search for raptors and we were
fortunate to see seven species of raptors this year.

There seemed to be a great many Red-
tailed Hawks in the Valley this year in a myriad of
color phases. They were dark and light and every
color in between. We saw one truly beautifui
Harlan’s Red-tailed Hawk, a wonderful bird that we
see here only in the winter months. The Harlan’s is
a subspecies of the red-tail we are most familiar
with and it migrates to Montana from the far north
where it breeds. It is a very dark charcoal colored
buteo with white streaks on the breast and a
grayish tail. The aerial view of the bird is quite
striking.

_. The raptor that the valley is best known for
this time of the year is the Rough-legged Hawk. The
Mission Valley is the winter home for hundreds of
these Arctic hawks. At one point in our wanders
along the back roads of the Mission Valley we came
to a stop and there on fence posts, in the air, on
telephone and power poles and on the ground in
front of us we counted eight Rough-legged Hawks.
Most of the Rough-legged Hawks that we see here
in the Flathead and Mission Valleys are females
and juveniles. The first ones show up in October
and nearly all will be gone by the end of April,
headed north to the tundra of northern Canada and
Alaska to breed. They are another magnificent
buteo, with a small beak and small feet adapted to
eating moles, voles, mice and lemmings. They have
feathers that extend all the way down their legs to
their toes and this is what gives them the name:
Rough-legged. These large hawks are relatively
long of wing and we watched them soar over the

fields all day long in search of rodents. Itisa
delight to watch them fly.

We were also very fortunate to see two
falcon species. The American Kestrel and the
Prairie Falcon. The kestrel is only an occasional
bird here in the winter in the northwest of Montana.
We often will find one or two on our wanders but
most of them migrate a bit further south. We saw
four kestrels on that day in January, remarkable. |
always enjoy seeing them and we enjoyed several
very good looks as they perched on wires above
our heads. We, also, saw two Prairie Falcons.
Both of the birds were quite obliging and sat still on
high power poles for some time. We watched one
for some time until it took flight. The second one
we found on the Bison Range and | was amazed at
our good fortune of seeing two Prairie Falcons in
one day. It too sat still high up on a power pole as
we gazed at it, a pleasure to be sure.

Northern Harrier’'s were also present in
large numbers. We gave up counting. Harriers
were to be seen everywhere, gliding low over fields
as they are wont to do, perched on the ground
eating some hapless rodent, perched on fence
posts and soaring through the air with what seems
like no effort at all.

This year we only spotted four Bald Eagles,
we often see quite a few more but four is enough. It
is a true pleasure to see so many today as it was
only a few short years ago that they were on the
endangered species list and it was very unusual to
see even one.

This year we also saw two Golden Eagles,
perched on the high power poles at the Bison
Range. We saw them late in the day but they were
unmistakable. The golden feathers on the nape of
the neck glowed in the late afternoon light. These
splendid birds are not overly common in Mission
Valley and it was a wonderful way to end the day.

We traveled up and down the back roads of
the Mission Valley and spent a few hours at the
Bison Range. We saw thirty eight different species
of birds including several flocks of Red-winged
Blackbirds, we heard Townsend'’s Solitaire’s calling
and singing, we saw lovely littte American Dippers
dipping in frigid waters, there were two Western
Meadowlark'’s sitting on fence posts brilliant yellow
breasts shining, we found a flock of a dozen or so
American Tree Sparrows flitting around a large
bush beside the road, we saw Great Blue Herons
lift into the sky and heard the call of Belted
Kingfishers as they hunted beside streams, there
were even a few American Robins in the trees and
bushes in the picnic area at the Bison Range and
had best of all had remarkable looks at eagles and
hawks and falcons. Leslie Kehoe
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FEBRUARY FAS PROGRAM:
Across the Arctic Divide by
Canoe: A Season in the
Wilderness

More than 30 years ago, Flathead Audubon
member and outdoor enthusiast Bruce Tannehill
completed a 72-day canoe trip in the arctic that no-
one has probably ever repeated. Tannehill and two
friends set out in the summer of 1970 for the Yukon
and Northwest Territories. Their goal was to paddle
up the Stewart River, portage their canoe over the
Continental Divide and paddle down the Arctic Red
River into the Arctic Ocean. During a slide show
and discussion, Tannehill will tell the story of his
epic adventure at the February 10 Flathead
Audubon meeting,

Tannehill and his friends set out not only to
complete the trip, but also to live as simply as
possible. In their effort to live close to the
wilderness as the early explorers did, they paddled
with an old-style wood and canvas canoe, carried
no life preservers and had only one set of clothing.
They carried 450 pounds of food which they cooked
on open fires with wood found along the way.
Eating up to 10,000 calories pér day, the men
supplemented their provisions with wild food.

As part of the 700-mile trip, the men
paddled and pulled their canoe upriver for 200 miles
and portaged their canoe and gear 35 miles across
the Continental Divide. The last stop along their
adventure was at the Inuit Village of Tuktoyaktuk,
where they indulged in a bit of modern technology
and boarded a plane for home.

Also, Flathead Audubon Society is pleased
to announce that we will be recognizing the Rails to
Trails organization for their conservation
achievements during the February general meeting.
Please come on February 10, 2003 at 7:30 PM to
hear a wonderful tale of adventure and help us
recognize Rails to Trails for all of their
achievements, everyone is welcome.

BIGFORK DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY IS GIVEN FAS
CONSERVATION
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The Flathead Audubon Society's Conservation
Achievement Award is given three times each year.
It recognizes the efforts of individuals and
organizations that enrich our lives by improving,
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preserving or protecting the natural assets of the
Flathead Community.

The first 2003 recipient of The Flathead
Audubon Society's Conservation Award is The
Bigfork Development Company for their leadership
and support of the Swan River Corridor and of their
maintenance of the Swan River Nature Trail in
particular.

The BDC is a non profit, volunteer
organization that has installed gates at each end of
the trail, has provided benches and stabilized
erosion. They remove deadfall and battle
knapweed. They have also worked in conjunction
with the Trust For Public Lands, The Montana Land
Reliance, The Nature
Conservancy, Amercan White Water, Flathead
Lakers, The Bigfork Chamber of Commerce and the
public at large to establish a permanent
conservation easement along what is commonly
called the 'Swan River Corridor'.

The Swan River Nature Trail is part of the
corridor, utilizing two miles of abandoned roadbed
perched above the Swan River. The trail starts at
the end of Grand Avenue and continues to the
Kearney Rapids Bridge. It is wide, level and free of
litter. It is a non-motorized trail and perfect for a
stroll, jog or bike ride. Flathead Audubon uses it for
weekly fieldtrips each Tuesday in May and June
and finds it ideal for beginning birders and experts
alike. BY NEAL BROWN
Thank you Bigfork Development Company. Your
efforts do not go unnoticed!

BEAUTYOF BIRDS, A SERIES
OF WORKSHOPS

Learn about local birds through a series of
four workshops in March. Topics will include
general bird anatomy, habitats, behavior and
identification. We will concentrate on learning to
identify the common birds of the Flathead through a
series of slides and recordings. This is especially
designed for beginning birders but if you are looking
for a quick review before the spring, please feel
welcome. The series will be led by local Audubon
volunteers and the money earned will be returned
to the Chapter.

The classes will be held every Wednesday
evening in March (5,12, 19, and 26™) from 6:30-
8:30 pm. Thex will all take place at Flathead High
School (644 4™ Ave. West, Kalispell) in the Large
Lecture Room on the first floor. The cost for the
entire series is $10 for School District #5 residents
and $20 for others. You can pre-register and pay at
the Flathead High School main office from 8am-
4pm on school days.




