Newsletter of the Flathead Audubon Socicty

VOLUME 27

NUMBER 5

JANUARY, 2003

MEMBER PROFILE: A CHAT WITH ELLY JONES

"l was born with the birding bug," laughed
Elly Jones, recalling how the voluminous Birds of
North America was her book of choice as a little
tyke. If Elly had not convinced husband, Jefferson,
that they should raise their children in Montana, we
would know much less about birds in the Flathead
and Swan Valleys today.

After living in several other states, the
Jones family eventually settled in Missoula. "The
Dipper would be singing in Rattlesnake Creek no
matter what the weather," Elly remembered of daily
walks near her home. Elly’s amazing bird filled yard
becaime a favorite fieldtrip of Or. Fhii Wiight's
university ornithology class. Phil pleaded with Elly
to take up bird banding, but with four littie chicks of
her own, it seemed that banding wouid have to
happen in her next lifetime.

Settling at Swan Lake in the iate 70’s set
the stage to move Elly from a casual observer to
the next level of Birding (with a capital B). In the
true spirit of a mildly fanatic birder, Elly thought it
would be fun to make weekly observations of birds
at the nearby Swan River NWR. These records
made up most of the official bird checkiist for the
refuge. Finding an unusual bird at their backyard
feeder, she had her daughter draw a picture for Dr.
Wright to confirm identification. This Brambling
proved to be one of the first recorded in the state.
That 1979 sighting re-kindled Elly's thoughts of bird
banding. Phil Wright, along with Dick Hutto and
Marcy Bishop, sponsored Elly as a novice bird
bander the next year. In 1991, Elly actually banded
a Brambling and published an article about it in the
Western Bird Bander magazine. Always looking for
a useful project, Elly set up two banding transects
near Swan Lake for the national MAPS program.
She operated the sites for many years with
volunteers from Flathead Audubon, eventually
turning them over to the staff of a banding lab.

Hearing Dr. Bill Calder at a Western Bird
Banding Association meeting in 1987 hooked Elly

on the art of hummingbird banding. Making those
tiny bands, building traps and bags to hold the birds
was all part of the challenge. A short time later, Dr.
Calder calied to ask if she had a particular band
number (bands come pre-numbered from the Bird
Banding Lab) She had just placed the band in
question cn a hatch year female rufous hummer
several days previous. Calder had recaptured the
bird in the mountains near Gothic, Colorado, 1200
miles from Swan Lake. Considering fatness of the
bird and weather conditions, Calder estimated that
the hummer could have made the trip in two days.
This 15 a banders dreari-coine-tiue. The next
summer, Elly re-captured a female calliope
hummingbird that Dr. Calder had banded at Condan
six years earlier--a longevity record for that species.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FOR JANUARY 2003

MONDAY, JANUARY 6, 2003 THE FAS BOARD
OF DIRECTORS WILL HOLD ITS QUARTERLY
BOARD MEETING. The meeting will be held from
7:00PM at Linda deKort's home in Kalispeil. if you
care to attend please Linda at 755-3704 for
directions.

MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2003 THE FAS
GENERAL MEETING will feature Calgary-based

Il archaeologist Dr. Brian Reeves who will discuss the

history of human occupancy in the Northern Rocky
Mountains. The meeting will begin a 7:30PM at the
Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks building at 490 N
Meridian Rd in Kalispell. A FAS board of directors
meeting will be held prior to the general meeting at

| 5:30PM. Everyone is welcome.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 12, 2003 FIELD TRIP TO
THE MISSION VALLEY, see page 3

SATURDAY, JANUARY 25, 2003 FIELD TRIP TO
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, see page 3
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CHICKADEE
CHATTER

Happy New Year to one and all! | sit here
writing this with but two days left in 2002, another
year has so swiftly passed by. It was a good year
allin all. The only exception being not enough
hours spent watching the world around me. Not
enough time watching the feathered ones. Not
enough time up in the mountains far from the
crowds. Not enough time marveling at the delicate
petals and perfect green leaves of buttercups and
glacier lilies and hairbells and shooting stars. Not
enough time spent listening to the special sound of
silence that you can only find on a winters day in
the snowy woods. Not enough time looking at the
brilliant stars that sparkle so brightly in the middle of
the night.

I think that | will simply have to make a bit
more time in the new year for these things. lItis
simply not enough to remember these things they
have to be experienced and cherished. If | make a
resolution for the New Year it will be to spend more
time watching the world around me more carefully.

The old year however has ended very well.
The Kalispell Christmas Bird Count was held on
Sunday, December 29" and Linda Winnie and |
spent an entire day searching for birds in our
assigned area (in the NE section of the seven mile
circle). We started the day with a hearty breakfast
at Finnegan'’s and some planning. The day looked
a bit ominous, dark clouds and snow and wind
greeted us as we left the restaurant. The
temperature hovered around the 30F mark.

This year we decided to try a new area we
had not had time to look into in past years, up in the
foothills to the east of Farm to Market Road. As we
drove up into the hills the sun broke through the
clouds, the snow stopped falling and the wind died
down. Brilliant sunlight fell on snow white trees as
we drove up Dern Draw. We drove several miles
and stopped several times in the midst of the
wintery woods. Most of the time the woods were
quiet and peaceful with only the sound of puffs of
snow falling off of trees. Several times we stopped
and were greeted by the sounds of many little birds
peeping and beeping and chickcadeeing. There
were little birds flitting everywhere, a Red-breasted
Nuthatch took up a position on the top of a nearby
fir tree and spent many moments serenading us
and several of his compatriots joined in. Tiny
Golden-crowned Kinglets chased one another
through the trees and curious chickadees could be
found near eye level popping in and out of the
snowy branches. It was hard to leave such an

enchanting scene. But we had to move on and see
what else was out there.

Since we have done this same route for
several years now we have certain places we check
each year. The interesting thing is see the changes
that have taken place in a year's time. Some
people that have had feeders out in the past don't
have them this year. Some of the areas have
undergone dramatic changes, there are several
places where we have found many birds in the past
that once had wonderful bird habitat and are now
new homes with carefully manicured lawns that now
have very few birds.

We found a deer that had recently died in a
field and counted somewhere around 20 Common
Ravens and two majestic adult Bald Eagles in the
vicinity. It is always a pleasure to watch eagles fly.

We wandered up and down the roads
stopping every so often to look around. Along
Four-mile Drive we watched several Rough-legged
Hawks and a Red-tailed Hawk. One of the hawks
was so beautiful we had to take a few extra looks in
the spotting scope. It was very pale in color with a
lovely face and when it took flight we held our
breath. It was very pale underneath with very dark
spots. It was magnificent.

We found an American Kestrel perched in
the top of a tree at one of our favorite stops. It was
an old farm that has been extensively renovated.
We have found lots of birds here in the past as
there is a wet area nearby. Itis here that in past
years we have found such odd winter birds as a
Common Snipe and Killdeer. No such luck this
year but we did find several dozen Mourning Doves,
House Finches and House Sparrows and some 40
odd Mallards took flight from the stream.

Later in the day as we wandered around
the open fields we came across a field filled with
Canadian Geese, to many to count exactly, | think
we ended up with over 250 birds. That a lot of
geese.

It was great fun to spend a day watching
and counting birds. It was a very quiet year for
birds, however. Many of the placed we have found
birds in the past had none or very few. We didn’t
see many songbirds, not a single Evening
Grosbeak , Red-winged Blackbird or Oregon Junco,
in past years we have counted many in our part of
the circle. We did see lots of Rock Doves,
Mountain and Black-capped Chickadees and Red-
breasted Nuthatches and only four Bald Eagles.

We were treated to pouring snow, brilliant
sunshine, sleet and rain. The wind blew much of
the day and the clouds were simply spectacular.
At the end of the day we saw a juvenile Northern
Harrier sweeping low over a snowy field. Who
could ask for more? Leslie Kehoe
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JANUARY PROGRAM:
ARCHEOLOGY OF THE
WATERTON-GLACIER PARK
ECOSYSTEM

Calgary-based archaeologist Dr. Brian
Reeves will discuss the history of human
occupancy in the Northern Rocky Mountains,
extending back 10,000 years. His slide lecture,
titled Mistakis: The People and Their Land The Past
10,000 Years, will focus on the Waterton-Glacier
Park ecosystem.

Over 10 millenia, the Native cultures’
occupancy and resource harvesting - fishing, bison
and sheep hunting, quarrying patterns evolved and
changed as climates fluctuated and new peoples
came and went. Native peoples were an integral
and dynamic component of the “historic”
ecosystem, ensuring ecosystem productivity
through active application of fire, selective game
and plant harvesting.

All this changed in the last 300 years with
the arrival of the fur trade, recurrent small pox, and
the removal of the historic descendants of these
ancient peoples the K'tunaxa and Piikani to the
reservations in the late 1800’s.

Reeves, professor Emeritus of Archaeology
at the University of Calgary, has more than 40
years of research experience focusing on
archaeological resources in the Northern Rocky
Mountains and northwestern plains. Reeves has
conducted archaeological surveys across western
Canada and the United States, including Waterton-
Glacier, Banff and Jasper National Parks.

Reeves is the president of Lifeways,
Alberta’s first and oldest cultural resource
consulting company. A third generation resident of
Waterton Lakes National Parks, Reeves is also
involved with planning and development issues
facing Parks Canada and National Parks
communities.

MEMBER PROFILE: A CHAT
WITH ELLY JONES
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Elly fondly recalls Black-Capped
Chickadees banded at her home that turned up in
Bigfork, Lake Blain and even, British Columbia. An
Evening Grosbeak found its way to a bumper
pinecone crop in northern California. A Red-Winged
Blackbird banded in February spent the rest of the
winter at a stock yard in Ronan. Hiking twice a
week in summer, Nordic skiing and ice skating take

up more time now. Elly preserves scenes of nature,
as well as the birds and flowers she loves, in
whimsical quilts and wall hangings. "Shortly before |
retired in 1994, | saw another brambling at Jean
Robocker's feeder," Elly remembered as one of
many birding highlights. Another was climbing Mt.
Aeneas just in time for a hawk and eagle migration
spectacular. This is the story of years spent in the
methodical pursuit of a fascinating hobby, and of
sharing its joys with others.

BY ROBIN MAGADDINO

FAS FIELD TRIPS

Sunday, Jan. 12, 2003: Please join FAS for a field
trip to the Mission Valley. We will be roaming the
backroads in search of the raptors that frequent the
valley in the midst of winter. We will focus on
raptors such as Rough-legged Hawks, Red-tailed
Hawks, eagles and the occasional falcon. In years
past we have seen Short-earred Owls, Snow
Buntings, waterfowl of all kinds, Townsend's
Solitaire and even a frosty American Robin or two.
It is always an enjoyable trip, come spend a day
watching some of the fascinating birds of winter.
We will meet at 8:00AM at the Park and Ride
across from the White Oak Lodge (formerly The
Ramada Inn) on Highways 93 and 82 (the Somers
cut across road) and return in the late afternoon. If
you would like to attend the trip or for more
information please call Leslie Kehoe at 837-4467.

Saturday, Jan. 25, 2003: Sue and Jim Swab will
lead a ski fieldtrip to the Lake McDonald Ranger
Station at the head of Lake McDonald, then
continue towards Kelly Camp. We will meet at the
gated area of the Going-To-The-Sun Road (above
Lake McDonald Lodge) at 10:00 a.m. Roundtrip is
about 8 miles. Bring a lunch. For more information,
contact Jim at 387-4299 or suejim@bigsky.net.
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