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FLATHEAD AUDUBON RECOGNIZES RAILS-TO-TRAILS

Flathead Audubon’s second 2003
Recognition of Outstanding Conservation
Achievement was presented to Helen Pilling at
our February meeting. Helen is the President of
Rails-to-Trails of Northwest Montana, the group
that works to develop trails here in the Flathead.

Below is a history of the local rails-to-trails
effort that was presented at the February meeting
by FAS member Don Show. Donis also a
member of the local Rails-to-Trails group.
Because Helen was not able to attend the
meeting, Don was entrusted with a Flathead
Audubon coffee mug to give to her.

The local Rails-to-Trails group is currently
raising funds for trails in the Flathead. Donations
can be sent to: Rails-to-Trails of NW Montana, PO
Box 1103, Kalispell, MT 59903-1103.

A great way to donate is to buy a Rails-to-
Trails brick for $50, which will be mounted in a
wall at the head of a local trail. Each brick you
buy can be inscribed with your name, or the name
of someone who you wish to honor by your
donation. For each brick k, send to the above
address $50, the name you wish to have
inscribed, and where you want the brick mounted
(the Meridian entrance to Ashley Creek Trail or
the Somers entrance to the Somers Trail).

A HISTORY OF RAILS-TO-TRAILS

The rail/trail movement came into being in
the early 1980s. About 1984 a National Rail to
Trail Conservancy was founded. A few years later
a couple in Kalispell came to a Bicycle Club
meeting with a proposal for looking into the
possibility of making a trail on the former Great
Northern Railroad bed to Marion. Several of the
Bike Club members listened, liked the suggestion
and agreed to meet for a discussion of the
possibility. At that meeting it was decided that we
should incorporate, get 501 C tax-exempt status,
and see what we could accomplish.

That was in late 1988. From then until
now, years were spent trying to learn what
needed to be done, geiting out the message
about our goals, and raising funds to accomplish
them. Our first success was in 1992 when the
county decided to allow us to use the one mile of
railroad bed that extended east from Dern Road.
In October of that year the first section, which we
called the Ashley Creek trail, was formaliy
opened. CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR |

MARCH 2003

MONDAY, MARCH 10, 2003 The FAS General
will feature a presentation by Dave Wallace. He
will give a slide presentation about a badger
relocation project he has been involved with this
past year. Last summer he tracked and trapped
badgers here in Montana and relocated them to
British Columbia where habitat loss has made
badgers scarce. Please join us at 7:30PM at the
Fish, Wildlife & Parks building located at 490 N.
Meridian in Kalispell. A FAS Board of Directors
meeting will be held prior to the general meeting
at 5:30PM. Everyone is welcome to attend both
board and general meeting.

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MARCH 29-30:
FREEZEOUT LAKE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
AREA FIELDTRIP. Migrate over to Montana's
premier migration stopover!

SATURDAY, MARCH 29: LOWER VALLEY
WATERFOWL TOUR. Please join FAS for a 34
hour guided tour of the wetland areas in the
Somers area and the north shore of Flathead
Lake.

FOR FIELD TRIP INFORMATION PLEASE SEE
PAGE 2.
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CHICKADEE
CHATTER

| dreamed of spring the other day, a lovely
dream of blue skies and green grass and warm
breezes and in the sky the flash of green and
white as a pair of swallows chased one another in
a sky dance. The swallows were sleek and fleet
and | enjoyed watching them fly high up in the air.
The color of the grass was that emerald green
that is nearly impossible to recall in the midst of
February. The new leaves on the trees fluttered
in a gentle breeze, the leaves so new that you
could hear no sound as they moved. The sun
shone down on my upturned face and it was warm
and pleasant. It was a vivid dream of spring and
with our beautiful Valley still in the grip of winter it
was so very welcome. It was a good dream and |
woke with a smile upon my face.

Spring is still nearly a month away if you
look at the calendar. However, spring in Montana
doesn’t really occur according to the calendar.
There are hints of spring by the 21% of March here
in northern latitudes...we may see tiny green
shoots of spring bulbs poking their noses out of
the ground, the snow will melt and fall again and
melt and falt onee-moressfortunately meiting more
quickly each time it falls. The sun takes on a little
more warmth when it shines down on our faces.
Some of the birds will start their spring songs.
Best of all the sun rises earlier each morning and
sets a bit later each evening and that to me is the
true test of spring.

We have had so very few days of winter
this year, so little snow and really very few brutally
cold days. It hasn’t been so very bad. | miss the
snow most of all. | love snowy days, it is with
pleasure | look out of the window on stormy
days and watch the snowflakes fal. On =
especially snowy days there is a quiet into

which the snow falls and on days such as
these you can very nearly hear every tiny
snowflake as it hits the ground or a tree
branch. Snow in itself is fascinating stuff,
tiny delicate crystalline shapes when it is
very cold, fluffy oddly shaped flakes when it is
nearly 32F and an endless variety of sparkling
lacy shapes when it is the perfect temperature. |
have missed the wintry days this year and yet it is
with great anticipation that | look forward to spring.

We all seem to look for spring this time of
the year. We are tired of muddy streets and
barren trees and brown grass. Our ears long for
the bright songs of sparrows and chickadees and
finches and warblers. | am guilty, too. | have
looked for signs of the spring that will be, as well.

Just two days ago | heard the first songs of the
year for the neighborhood Song Sparrows. What
a pleasure to hear that song. Several of the
Black-capped Chickadees have been singing as
well and have begun chasing one another about
the yard.

One morning in the third week of
February | went outside in the early morning to a
yard full of bird song. A large flock of Pine Siskins
showed up and ate sunflower seeds with
abandon. It was good to see them as | have had
nary a siskin in my yard for many months. A large
flock of House Finches has been hanging around
most of the winter but | think that they have been
recruiting and the large flock is now very large
indeed. The finches seem to be getting brighter
plumage but that may only be wishful thinking.
They were so pretty sitting in the lilac bushes with
the morning sun shining on them.

The usual groups of birds come to visit
the sunflower seeds, too, some Red-breasted
Nuthatches, a dozen or so Pygmy Nuthatches and
an equal number of Black-capped and Mountain
Chickadees. A small flock of Bohemian Waxwings
(for waxwings) have been here off and on for the
past month, as well. They wander the yard in
search of snow berries and the few left over
service berries, they have almost finished the last
of the apples on the old tree. If spring is on its
way the Bohemians will soon be gone. | truly
enjoy hearing their trills in the trees.

That morning too, | heard the first songs
of spring thinking Red-winged Blackbirds, an
entire flock showed up and sang from the tops of
the ancient cottonwood trees that overlook the
River. | wonder how many times over the years
those cottonwood trees have had blackbirds in
their branches singing the songs of spring.

The River has been full of waterfowl this
winter but nothing unusual. There have been
more gulls present this year and very large flocks
of Canada Geese have filled the water and the
skies. There are already several geese vying for
the coveted spot on one of the old bridge piers.
Lots of ducks have been swimming around as
pairs, as well, mostly Mallards, but there are
several pairs of Common Goldeneye and a large
group of Hooded Mergansers. The merganser
males are strutting their stuff with their beautiful
hoods raised...they are such a striking duck, quite
nice to take a few moments to watch.

| can see the flash of green and white in
my minds eye and | look forward to that spring
morning when | wake up and there over my yard
is a pair of Violet-green Swallows spring dancing.
Until then | hope to have more dreams of warm
days and green grass and birdsong. Leslie Kehoe
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MARCH FAS PROGRAM:
BADGER TRANSPLANT

Dave Wallace, longtime trapper and
owner of Critter Ridder Wildlife Services will talk
about his role in helping restore badgers to
northern British Columbia at the March 10
meeting of Flathead Audubon. Wallace worked for
about three months last summer to track and live-
trap five northwest Montana badgers that were
then moved across the border to their new home.
Badgers were not faring well in northern British
Columbia due to habitat loss, flooding from dams,
shootings and road mortality.

Badgers, which are low-density
carnivores, feed primarily on ground squirrels and
are found throughout Montana. During a slide
show, Wallace will discuss how he baited and
trapped the badgers and how a local veterinarian
surgically implanted a tracking device into the
animal's belly. The animals are now being radio-
tracked in Canada, to determine how far they
range.

Wallace, a former logger and lifelong
trapper, spends most of his time assisting people
and agencies remove “problem” wildlife.

FLATHEAD AUDUBON
SOCIETY: 2003 EARLY

SPRING FIELDTRIPS
» The Public Is Invited

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, MARCH 29-30:
FREEZEOUT LAKE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT
AREA FIELDTRIP. Migrate over to Montana’'s
premier migration stopover! In past years, more
than 40 bird species, including thousands of Snow
Geese have been counted. Call leader to arrange
carpool. Leave at 10:30 a.m. Saturday from the
Tidyman'’s parking lot in time to watch geese
arrive at Freezeout Lake that evening. Stay
overnight at the Bella Vista Motel in Choteau.
After watching the geese leave the lake Sunday
morning, head for home in time to arrive in
Kalispell by 5 p.m. Contact person: Dan Casey,
857-3143 or caseysd@centurytel.net

SATURDAY, MARCH 29: LOWER VALLEY
WATERFOWL TOUR. Please join FAS for a 3-4
hour guided tour of the wetland areas in the
Somers area and the north shore of Flathead
Lake. We will search for resident and migrating
waterfowl mostly but we should see a wide variety
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of raptors and early songbirds. This is a great
time to bone up on your ducks and get into the
spirit of spring. Join us for a morning of early
spring bird watching. We will meet at the Somers
Recreation Area (the boat ramp) at 8:30 a.m. For
more information please contact Bruce Tannehill,
862-4548 or tanne@digisy.net

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 SMITH LAKE BIRDING.
The Smith Lake Waterfowl Production Area this
time of the year will have many varieties of ducks,
including grebes, buffleheads, and ruddy ducks.
We will search for sandhill cranes, marsh harriers,
eagles, and osprey. We will certainly see and
hear western meadowlarks and bluebirds. It will
be an enjoyable morning of bird watching. Meet
at the Fish, Wildlife & Parks building in Kalispell at
8:00 a.m. Sunday morning. For more information
please contact Leslie Kehoe at 837-4467 or
likehoe@digisys.net

BEAUTYOF BIRDS, A
SERIES OF WORKSHOPS

Learn about local birds through a series of
four workshops in March. Topics will include
general bird anatomy, habitats, behavior and
identification. We will concentrate on learning to
identify the common birds of the Flathead through
a series of slides and recordings. This is
especially designed for beginning birders but if
you are looking for a quick review before the
spring, please feel welcome. The series will be
led by local Audubon volunteers and the money
earned will be returned to the Chapter.

The classes will be held every
Wednesday evening in March (5,12, 19, and 26™)
from 6:30-8:30 pm. They will all take place at
Flathead High School (644 4™ Ave. West,
Kalispell) in the Large Lecture Room on the first
floor. The cost for the entire series is $10 for
School District #5 residents and $20 for others.
You can pre-register and pay at the Flathead High
School main office from 8am-4pm on school days.

By Linda deKort



