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CELEBRATE NEARLY A CENTURY OF CONSERVATION DURING
NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE WEEK, OCTOBER 13-19

Celebrate National Wildlife Refuge Week,
October 13-19, by taking advantage of the
hundreds of events happening at national wildlife
refuges across the country. With at least one refuge
in every state and one near most major cities, the
National Wildlife Refuge System offers something
for everyone as it approaches its Centennial
anniversary on March 14, 2003.

"National Wildlife Refuge Week is a great
opportunity to get outside and enjoy outdoor
recreation on one of our national wildlife refuges,”
said Steve Williams, director of the U.S. Fish and
Wilalife Service, which oversees the National
Wildlife Refuge System. "If you're not familiar with
the refuge system, we hope you'll take this
opportunity to explore these wonderful places."

Go on a nature walk or a birding tour,
participate in a fishing derby or a special hunt, enter
a photography or wildlife art contest, or simply enjoy
the splendors of nature at one of the nearly 540
national wildlife refuges.

In the nearly 100 years since President
Teddy Roosevelt established the first refuge,
Florida's Pelican Island, the National Wildlife
Refuge System has evolved into a 95-million acre
network of lands and waters protecting many of
America’s--and the world’s--most unique natural
areas as habitat for an amazing variety of wildlife.
As the refuge system prepares to celebrate its
centennial anniversary, refuges from Maine to
Hawaii and Alaska to the Caribbean are gearing up-
-hosting special events, partnering with
conservation organizations and private
corporations, bolstering volunteerism and
reinforcing public support for their wildlife
conservation mission.

National wildlife refuges form a series of
stepping stones for ducks, geese, caribou, and
thousands of other birds, mammals, fish, reptiles
and plant species. Many national wildlife refuges
were established along the four migratory bird
flyways to provide crucial stopovers for birds to
feed, breed and recharge during migration.

More than 400 national wildlife refuges are open to
the public, offering a variety of outdoor activities—
including fishing, hunting, environmental education,
wildlife observation and photography—and making
them special places for Americans to discover the
wonders of nature. Many refuges offer additional
opportunities for nature hikes, bird tours, wildlife
drives and other activities. :
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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FAS CALENDAR OF EVENTS
FOR OCTOBER 2002

MONDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2002. THE
FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY GENERAL
MEETING will feature a presentation by local
teacher and loon expert Lynn Kelly. She will talk
about the Montana Loon Society and will give
FAS an update on the loons that nest here in
northwestern Montana. The program begins at
7:30 at the Fish, Wildlife and Parks building
located at 490 N. Meridian Road in Kalispell. A
FAS Board of Directors meeting will be held at
5:30 prior to the general meeting.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 2002. DEADLINE
FOR ORDERING SUNFLOWER SEED FROM
FAS. SEE ORDER FORM ON PAGE 5.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2002. FAS FIELD
TRIP TO THE SMITH LAKE WILDLIFE
MANAGEMENT AREA. Join FAS for a morning
of birdwatching at Smith Lake. We should see
migrating raptors and waterfowl and even a late
sparrow. Please call Leslie Kehoe at 837-4467
to sign up for the trip.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2002. PICK UP
THE SUNFLOWER SEED ORDERED AT
DESIGNATED LOCATIONS. PLEASE SEE
PAGE 5 FOR INFO.
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CHICKADEE
CHATTER

The golden days of Autumn are here. The
sun rises just a bit later each morn and when it
comes over the horizon it greets a valley filled with
sparkling dew. There is a chill in the morning now
that invigorates the senses. The frenzy of summer
mornings is now a sweet memory but there is still
some urgency in the air as birds gather into flocks
for the long journeys south. There are still swarms
of tiny insects that we see only this time of the year
and moths that flutter about even during the
daylight hours in that last effort to breed and carry
on the species before the first chill winds of winter
come.

The aspen are turning that special color of
liquid gold that only they can aspire to attain. The
thorn apples this year are especially resplendent in
their showy cloaks of red and burgundy. Errant
gusts of wind that have tried all summer to bring
leaves down from their lofty perches now have the
ability to carry the golden and peach and red

leaves from on high to resting places on the \ }

forest floor. It is an especially nice time to
take a walk in woods. |, however, have a

?/

difficult time walking in the woods this time /o 5

of the year. There are simply too many
distractions and every few feet there are M(
small colorful treasures to discover and admire.

Autumn is a very peaceful time of the year,
the pace of life slows just a bit and it is easier to
enjoy the simple things in life. Birds still call from
the trees and flit about gathering insects and berries
but without the need to breed and feed young they
do not seem to be in such a great hurry. The rains
still fall but in small droplets that fall gently to the
earth and not in great torrents that are summer
thunderstorms. It is quite lovely to wander the
woods in autumn in a gentle rain and listen to tiny
droplets fall on dangling leaves. The days still
contain twenty-four all too short hours but in the
autumn the daylight hours are more fleeting and so
all the more precious. Golden autumn days are to
be treasured and savored.

On an overcast day at the end of
September a friend and | did just that. After a
leisurely breakfast we decided to go for a drive. We
wanted to see if there were any interesting things
happening in the world around us. It was a cool
morning and it started to rain, a gentle autumn rain.
We drove further | wanted to hear the meadowlarks
call once more. We ended up in the rolling grassy
hills near Niarada off of Highway 28. It is a perfect
place to find something interesting. The kestrels
were migrating in large numbers and those beautiful

littte members of the falcon family could be found
on every fencepost and high wire. We watched as
one sat on a fencepost and began to eat a rather
large field mouse. Unfortunately, we disturbed it
and it took off trying to carry the mouse. It could
barely carry the mouse but after some very
interesting flying it found a suitable place to land
and we drove on so as not to further disturb the
kestrels catch of the day.

Further down the road a flash of brilliant
blue flew across the road and another and another
and another. An enormous flock of Mountain
Bluebirds treated us to their presence. There were
bluebirds on every sagebrush plant, on every
fencepost, they lined up by the half-dozen on the
high wires. We never could count them all and lost
track somewhere around sixty. It was an amazing
sight to behold. It was so captivating that we must
have watched little flashes of blue feathers fiitting
here and there for half an hour or more. The day
was getting more interesting by the moment. We
regretted leaving the birds with the feathers the
color of the sky but it was still early and the road
before us beckoned.

Soon, however, we were stopped in our
tracks by another interesting occurrence. Large
birds with white in their tails were flying hither and
thither on either side of the road. | have never seen
such a large flock of Western Meadowlarks before.
Like the bluebirds there were dozens, fifty or sixty at
least. There were meadowlarks on every
sagebrush stalk, walking on the ground and flying
and best of all singing autumn meadowlark songs.
It was great fun to see so many of those yellow
breasted crooners in one place.

Further along another flock of Mountain
Bluebirds not so large but no less captivating. More
American Kestrels and one so close you could pick
out the details on every feather. It stood and let us
admire its feathered perfection for many long
moments bobbing its head and tail in the time
honored kestrel dance.

It was an interesting day. It rained off and
on much of the afternoon, the sun peaking out here
and there. We saw hundreds of birds but less than
thirty species the entire day, a few white-tailed deer,
some chipmunks and squirrels and a giant white
cow. We didn't hurry. We enjoyed the rain in our
faces. We marveled at the colors of the hawthorn
and aspen and ferns. And most of all we savored
and treasured each moment. The days of autumn
are short but they are perfect for good friends to
enjoy a peaceful afternoon and admire nature’s
handiwork. Leslie Kehoe
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FLATHEAD AUDUBON
SOCIETY OCTOBER
PROGRAM

Lynn Kelly, the president of the Montana
Loon Society, will present a Northwest Montana
‘loon update’ at Flathead Audubon's October 14
meeting in Kalispell. . Kelly, a Polson teacher and
wildlife biologist, received her master's degree
in 1992. Her thesis focused on loon management
and how human disturbance affects the birds.

She has conducted Montana's program for
monitoring and protecting nesting common loons for
many years. At the meeting, she will report on the
nesting success of the past season. There are
approximately 200 loons in northwest Montana,
which is the only part of the state where common
loons nest.

Common Loons are large, goose sized,
black and white diving birds that spend their
summer on open fresh-water lakes and winter on
the ocean. Montana is only one of only a few states
west of the Mississippi River where loons spend
their breeding season.

Along with her loon research and
monitoring, Kelly has focused on educational efforts
aimed at dealing with the increased recreational
pressure and shoreline development on loon
nesting lakes.

Also, at the October General Meeting FAS
will recognize the conservation achievements of
The Bigfork Development Company and its
volunteers for their significant repair of the Swan
River Trail.

Everyone is welcome please join us!

NATIONAL WILDLIFE

REFUGE WEEK IS OCT 13-19
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

The National Bison Range, Ninepipe and
Pablo NWR'’s, the Swan River NWR, Lost Trail
NWR are all close by and offer wonderful fall wildlife
viewing. The National Bison Range is one of the
oldest wildlife refuges in the nation and was
established in 1908. The 18,500 acre refuge is
home to between 350 and 500 bison, elk, deer,
antelope, big horn sheep and over 200 species of
birds make the refuge home at one time or another.
The last songs of Western Meadowlarks can still be
heard, raptors will be soaring in thermals and in the
picnic area beside Mission Creek a warbler or two
might be found lingering. The Ninepipe and Pablo
National Wildlife Refuges are also located in the

Mission Valley on over 4500 acres of wetland and
grassland and are not to be missed this time of the
year. Large numbers of waterfowl can be seen here
during October and November. Both of these
refuges are administered by the National Bison
Range.

The Swan River Refuge is also in our
backyard and although the refuge is teeming with
birds and wildlife during the spring and summer, fall
can also be a nice time to visit. The Swan River
Refuge is ablaze with color and in the bushes and
trees beside the road one might find some fall
migrants. Lost Trail NWR is the newest local
addition to the NWR system. It will be beautiful
there in mid-October and the 7800 acres wetland,
upland and wooded areas are nice places to
explore. There will be late migrants and waterfowl
to be seen and if you arrive early the calls of elk
bugling might be heard. If you would like further
information about these refuges and events
scheduled for National Wildlife Refuge Week at our
local refuges you can phone the Bison Range at
(406)644-2211 and for information about the Lost
Trail NWR one can phone (406)858-2216.

T

To find out more about National Wildlife
Refuge Week and the National Wildlife Refuge
system, go to http://refuges.fws.gov or call 1-800-
344-WILD.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the
principal Federal agency responsible for
conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife
and plants and their habitats for the continuing
benefit of the American people. The Service
manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife
Refuge System, which encompasses nearly 540
national wildlife refuges, thousands of small
wetlands and other special management areas. It
also operates 70 national fish hatcheries, 64 fishery
resource offices and 78 ecological services field
stations. The agency enforces Federal wildlife laws,
administers the Endangered Species Act, manages
migratory bird populations, restores nationally
significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife
habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign
governments with their conservation efforts. It also
oversees the Federal Aid program that distributes
hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on
fishing and hunting equipment to state fish and
wildlife agencies.

Editor's note: From a news release published by the
Fish and Wildlife Service, for more information
please go to http://refuges.fws.gov .




