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Sharing the cost of the nesting sites for songbirds.
Some species of nongame
outdoors

(Froms the Great Falls Tribune)

The biologists in charge of
managing the nation's wildlife are
preparing to ask hikers, campers
and bird watchers to contribute a
share of the cost.

For years hunters and anglers
have been paying for the
management of game and fish. The
money is raised through license fees
and excise taxes of up to 11 percent
on sporting firearms and boating
and fishing gear. The fish and game
excise taxes are collected by
Washington and distributed to the
states under the Pittman-Robertson
and Dingell-Johnson programs.

The International Ass'n. of
Fish & Wildlife Agencies, made up of
state, federal and Canadian officials,
will ask Congress this spring to
begin a similar program for
nongame species.

A user fee of 5% or less would
cover such things as camping gear
and bird seed. Surveys show that
most people who go outdoors for
recreation, want to see wildlife and
are willing to help pay for that
experience. It would cost the
average person about $5 per year.

For years, nongame species
have been getting some benefits
from hunter-and angler-financed
programs. Land bought for public
hunting, for example, provides

animals, such as neo-tropical

‘songbirds, are declining dramatically

and without a source of money to do
research biologists don't know why.

David Waller, director of
wildlife resources in Georgia, said,
"We've got adequate money for fish
and game and we get some federal
money for endangered species. But
there's a wide gap in there and if we
can fill that gap, it will make us
truly all wildlife agencies. Wildlife
managers will spend the next few
months building a coalition of
outdoor groups, ranging from
birders to hunters, to help support
the program, Waller said. Top
officials of corporations making
outdoor gear were understandably
cool to the idea.

With the nongame program,
the money is collected by the federal
goverment and returned to the
states, which would have to match
each three federal dollars with one
state dollar. The money then goes to
programs to benefit wildlife.
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The Editor's Spotting

Scope

The wolves are back and I
have to admit to mixed emotions.
For one thing, many years ago
(many, many years ago) (okay, in the
60's), I was married to a cattle
rancher and we raised cattle and
kids in the Bitterroot Valley. We
had grazing permits in the Bitter-
root National Forest and ran our
cattle in the Skalkaho area in the
summer time.

I've been asking myself
whether we would have been
concerned about the cattle being
stalked by wolves if the wolves had
been a natural part of environment
in those times. If the wolf
population had not been eradicated,
ranchers would have dealt with any
problems that threatened their
herds. That's what ranchers do.

It could be said that
westerners did just that when the
rifles and poison came out and the
wolves went down. It never
occurred to the ranchers,
government or biologists of the era
that alternative methods could be
used.

With this in my background, I
can understand the concerns of
today's ranchers about the
reintroduction of wolves. I have
walked a mile in their boots.

For another thing, in watching
and reading about the farce of the
release of the wolves in Idaho and
Yellowstone, I wonder about the
wisdom of those involved, and of
those who tralled along “to watch".
If these wolves are smart, they will
get as far back in the wilderness as
they can go and steer clear of this

species known as
‘human'.

And one
more thing.
Reading the news
report of the Idaho
release, my heart
soared as I
visualized them
loping into the wilderness. Vaya
con Dios, El Lobo, and welcome
back. Sharon Bergman
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A New Look

The Piliated Post was entered
in an Audubon newsletter contest
and the judges made several
suggestions for improvement,
including a lighter color of paper.
Some of the modifications have been
used and we hope you like the
changes.

Take Note! —

83" February General Meeting
Monday, February 13, 1995
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell
Mtg.: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm
February Program: Riley
McClelland, a retired National Park
Service biologist, will give a
presentation on "Landscape Health;
5-D Wood, Cacophony ... and Birds."
During his career, McClelland was

involved with eagle research in the
Glacier Park area. His rescarch also

included other birds, such as
woodpeckers in the Glacier area.
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Welcome to Those 5"

New Among Us —

Bigfork: Bonner, Diana
Rahdert, G. Rickenbacker and L.
Terrell; Columbia Falls: Sonja
Hartman and Tim Wiley; Coram:

Gil Jordan; Eureka: Green Toy Store,
Lila Halden, Ed Heiser, Ron Komac,
J. Nix, Alta Smith and Ron/Marie
Sperandeo; Fortine: William Chew;

Charles/Mary Bleck, Janet Hess,
W.A. Higgs, Lillian Hinkley, Venola
Johnson, Reggie Lanfear, May
Loveless, Ellen Miller, Henry
Oldenburg, Marjorie Romera,
Michael Tuszynski, Michael Vetter,
Dr.Mrs. David Walker, and Rod
Wallette; Kila: Ellen Denny, Marjory
Ostman and John/Linda Winnie;
Lakeside: Glenn Shaner and Nicole
Thompson; Libby: Eva Christensen,
Charles Gring, Pam Little, Whitson
Family and C.]. Winn; Plains:
Evelyn Hooker and Susan
Williamson; Polebridge: Richard
Clark; Polson: June Carson and
Joan St. John; Rollins: Martha
Haggett; Ronan: Kalanit Barson,
Robert Bell and Annie Kolattukudy;
St. Ignatius: Lonnie Trunko;
Thompson Falls: Beth Heller, Carl
Johnston and Clarence Thomas;
Trego: Roy Johnson; Troy: Linda
Owen; Whitefish: Suzanne Daniell,
Melissa Fisher, Sue Harding, Jean
Knutson, Fred McLaughlin, Estelle
Shirley and Derik Williamson.
Welcome to Flathead Audubon!
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Citizen Lobby Day Set

For February 17 - 18

The Montana Audubon
Council is offering a Lobby Day, free
of charge, for any and all interested
Audubon members and supporters.
Members will have the opportunity
to go to Helena and participate
directly in the Capitol happenings.

Those attending will learn
more about legislative proceedings
and important Audubon issues
while influencing lawmakers by
lobbying on critical wildlife and
environmental concerns.

Friday, February 17: A dessert
reception will be held at 7 pm with
legislators at the Sander's Bed &
Breakfast. If you arrive early,
arrangements can be made for you
to attend committee hearings.

Saturday, February 18: At 8
am, a workshop on legislative
process and citizen lobbying will be
conducted. The group will then go
to the Capitol to watch floor debate
in the House and Senate and to
lobby the lawmakers.

To receive a detailed agenda
with exact times and locations, and
to help the Audubon office plan the
workshop, phone or send a post
card to:

Christine Phillips

Montana Audubon Council

P.O. Box 595

Helena, MT 59624

(406) 443-3949




