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Public Land for Sale parks. The obvious concerns of
(From Montana Audubon) recreationists are supposedly addressed by
Imagine that your favorite acres of the bill in the following statement: “public

public land become the property of timber
and oil corporations and that “No
Trespassing” signs prohibit your access to
land where you previously hiked, fished,
camped and watched wildlife. This is exactly
what could happen if three proposed bills
pass in the 1995 Legislature.

Senate Bill 145, introduced by
Senator Tom Keating (R-Billings), would
transfer millions of acres of public lands to
state control and ownership. Although
without legal evidence, the bill declares that
national forests and BLM lands are
unconstitutional. It instructs the State to
force the Federal government to relinquish
these lands through litigation.

The bill does not try to “take back”
wilderness areas, national parks, Indian
reservations and most wildlife refuges,
although it specifically states that the Charles
M. Russell Wildlife Refuge should be given
to the state.

HB 483, sponsored by Rep. Ellis (R-
Red Lodge) is similar to Senator Keating’s
bill. The main difference is that it seems to
claim all federal land for the state of
Montana - including wildness areas, national
parks and wildlife refuges.

The final public land bill is HB 218,
which is sponsored by Rep. DeBruycker (R-
Floweree). It proposes to sell most state lands
in Montana with the exception of tracts with
government buildings and designated state

lands considered valuable for recreation or
lands subject to rapid appreciation” are also
exempt from this land sale. However, the
State Lands Board will define what is
“valuable” and, depending on the state’s
financial situation, could decide that the
profit from selling these lands overrides
public access.

Together, these bills would put up for
sale to the highest bidder approximately one-
third of Montana. Therefore, millions of
acres of formerly public land would then be
available only to wealthy people and
corporations.

If this all sounds familiar, you’re
right. The “Sagebrush Rebellion” of the late
1970’s and early 1980°s proposed similar
actions and was supported by President
Reagan and his Secretary of the Interior
James Watt. Grassroots opposition defeated
those measures then and must do it again.

Although the legality of SB 145, HB
218 and HB 483 are questionable at best, the
conservation community cannot afford to
stand idle. Your legislators need to hear
from you to ensure that these lands remain
public.
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) 5.5" The Editor’s Spotting Scope
' Spring can’t be far away. Just this
morning I saw Robin II in the yard. The
first robin of the year was here in January,
looking very confused as if he’d made a big
mistake. He stayed three days and was gone.
But Robin IT looked more like a bird with a
purpose.

There are many other signs of spring.
The geese are becoming restless on the lake.
Big Red is taking up his Pileated position in
the swamp, preparing the snag with vigorous
jabs of beak. The Chickadees are calling for
that elusive Phoebe. When I hear the call
“Hey, Phoebe” I whistle back, albeit a little
off key, and we have our pre-springtime
conversation. The tulips and daffodils are
pushing their way out of the damp earth and,
like in seasons past, I inwardly rejoice that I
am a part of this ecosystem as it springs to
life.

With the arrival of spring the part-
timers return, followed by the tourists, and
we year-rounders prepare to share our
bountiful niche. We are not the only ones
who must adjust and share. The grizzly, the
mountain lion, the wild turkey, eagle, osprey
and all the bird etcetera. And, yes, the fish in
the streams and lakes.

It’s an ever-learning process, this
business of sharing. It started when you
were a kid and maybe had to share a bed
with a sibling and, for sure, had to share toys
and precious possessions. In the work place,
you shared with fellow employees, and in a
marriage, there was no end to sharing. It’s
one of the reasons why you married in the
first place.

We tend to be possessive about “our
Montana”. We work hard to protect the
water and air purity, and make valiant
attempts to control the growth in our
communities, yet all the while recognizing
that somehow we have to share.

We can’t build an elk fence around

the state, freeze all subdivision development
and charge a fee for a tourist permit. We
can’t keep it all to ourselves. Dammit, we
have to share.

There are still undeveloped areas in
Montana that we share as citizens: state
lands, wilderness, state and federal forests,
etc. With our penchant for being protective,
we can continue to do what is needed to
protect those areas from the contamination of
unwarranted development — for our sake,
for the sake of our offspring and for the sake
of our feathered, furred and finned friends.

Sharon Bergman

Take Note! —

=% March General Meeting

Monday, March 13, 1995

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.

490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell

Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm

March Program: Dan Casey will presen

a program on “Partners in Flight: Songbirds
and Elk?” Dan, who is the regional nongame
biologist for Fish, Wildlife & Parks and is
chairman of Montana Partners in Flight, wi
describe the efforts of the group to conserve
the migratory songbirds of Montana. The
presentation will be illustrated with slides
and will include a report on songbird
monitoring in big game habitat enhancement
arcas in northwest Montana.

=% First Field Trip of the Season

Saturday, March 25, 1995
See page 3 for details.
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First Field Trip Scheduled

The Lower Valley Waterfowl Tour
on Saturday, March 25, will be the first field
trip of spring. The 4-hour tour of wetland
sites in the Somers area should feature large
numbers of dabbling ducks, as well as early
spring arrivals.

According to Dan Casey, Field Trip
Leader, the touring group will meet at the
Ramada Inn parking lot, at the intersection of
Highways 93 and 38. The tour will start at
8:30 am. Birders may want to bring along a
sack lunch or snacks along with their
binoculars or scopes.

Members and non-members alike are
welcome to participate. Join us and get out
in the field!

T Make the Call
The following are useful numbers for

communicating with the Legislature from

outside the Capitol:

@ Leave a message for a Legislator: 1-

406-444-4800 — subject to regular long

distance charges.

@ Questions related to the Legislature:

1-406-444-4800.

@ Fax message to a Legislator: 1-900-

225-1600. Toll is $2 for the first minute and

$1 for each additional minute.

@ “On-line” computer service to track

bill status: 1-900-225-4300. Toll is $2 for

the first minute and $1 for each additional

minute.

@ Access to the computerized state

bulletin board: 1-800-962-1729 toll-free

outside Helena.

& Send a Letter or Telegram
Letters and telegrams can be sent to

the following address:
SR A N e Senator or Representative
T e = }~ Capitol Station
e

% Bird Seed Still Available

If you are out of sunflower seeds for
your bird feeders, or about out, there is still a
supply available in the valley. The following
can take care of your bird feeder needs.

Geoff Poole, Bigfork 837-4645

Rod Ash, Condon 754-2289

Kent Miller,Kalispell 257-4100

Lynn Kelly, Polson 883-5897

Vi Starks, Whitefish 862-5560

Buying your bird seed through
Flathead Audubon contributes toward the
chapter’s special projects and we thank you
for your support.

@ Printed on recycled paper

Helena, MT 59620

Flathead Audubon Gets Ready

Plans are going forward for Flathead
Audubon to play host to the Montana
Audubon Spring Council Meeting, which will
be held May 5,6 and 7. It is anticipated that
the eight Montana chapters will have
representatives present when the meeting
convenes in Whitefish at Grouse Mountain
Inn. The meeting is open to all intcrested
people.

The theme for the three-day event is
“Creating a Balance: Making a Place for
People; Saving a Place for Wildlife.”
Serving on the planning committee are Leo
Keane, Gail Leonard, Ferne Cohen, Neal &
Patti Brown and Robin Maggadino .




