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Stewardship Proposal

Submitted to Washington

A Kalispell-based group called the
Flathead Forestry Project, which includes
several Audubon members, has put forth a
worthwhile idea in the form of a proposed
law to Congress. The basis for the proposal
is to reorient logging projects to emphasize
retaining the integrity of the forest instead of
focusing on timber extraction.

Loggers usually work for a mill that
buys timber on the stump from the Forest
Service. The whole transaction emphasizes
the removal of logs and loggers are rewarded
for getting out as many logs as quickly and as
cheaply as possible. By establishing
stewardship contracts, the group’s proposed
legislation would change that.

Under the proposal, The Forest
Ecosystem Stewardship Demonstration Act
of 1995, contractors would work directly for
the public on national forest land based on
acres treated. The timer byproduct would be
sold separately.

A diverse, citizen-based local council
would help the Forest Service select and
monitor demonstration projects. This
approach would put watershed restoration,
fish and wildlife on equal footing with timber
harvest. Clearcuts that eliminate the complex
untidy forest in order to start over with
uniform, simplified tree farms would be
discouraged. Selective logging with light
technologies would be preferred.

This 1dea has been embraced by a
surprising diversity of loggers, small

millowners and conservationists. A recent
letter to Montana’s congressional delegation
was signed, for example, by three mill
owners, leaders of the Montana Logging
Association and active members of the
Montana Wilderness Association and
Flathead Audubon. The letter states that the
“focus of forest management should
generally be on what is left in the forest, not
what is removed.”

It is hoped that the Montana
congressional delegation will embrace this
idea of looking out for the entire forest, not
just the trees headed to the mill.

On the Legislative Front

Montana Audubon supports HB
472 which allows for the lease of water for
instream flows. The bill will allow for the
leasing of water to benefit fisheries and is the
only bill that will help instream flows. It has
passed the House and is now in the Senate.

The funding for wildlife programs is
in many pieces of legislation. Montana
Audubon is particularly working to fund the
Watchable Wildlife Program, the Montana
Natural Heritage program and important
wildlife and fisheries programs.
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A%#The Editor’s Spotting Scope

Is there any Montana bird more
striking than the Ring-necked Pheasant?

Pheasants were brought to mind just
recently when the Pheasants Forever group
held their annual fund-raising dinner. One
thought led to another, and I mused that
Audubon is not alone in its concern about the
birds of the ecosystems. Organizations such
as Pheasants Forever, Ducks Unlimited and
others do what they can in their own way to
protect the bird habitats and maintain the
species.

Granted, these groups want to shoot
the very birds they endeavor to preserve.
However, they are willing to do it within the
system, for the sheer pleasure of spending a
fall day in the field or wetland.

My introduction to pheasant was at
the dinner table. As a new teenage resident
of Montana, transplanted from Arizona, I
experienced many “firsts” in a very short
thne: hikes in the woods, bears on the trail,
porcupine quills in the dog’s nose (Mike had
his “firsts” too), swims in the lake in the
summer and ice skating in the winter.

After an ice skating party with new
friends, we all trouped to someone’s home
for supper. Her mother had cooked pheasant
in a pressure cooker and it’s a meal I’ve
never forgotten. After all these years, I still
salivate thinking about it.

Back in those days we called them
Chinese Pheasant and they were plentiful. 1
soon learned to recognize their cry of alarm
and anticipate a wild flapping of wings as
they rose from the tall grass in sudden flight.
The male was stunning to see, but another
delight was watching the female herd her
brood across an open space ina ﬁcld or
along the road. T3

Isitany | %
wonder that §
Pheasants For-
ever wants to

perpetuate the species? We Montanans are
lucky to have Ring-necked Pheasants among
us to enjoy, regardless of how that enjoyment
originates. Sharon Bergman

Eye the Eagle on Your Montana

Tax Form

Again this year you’ll find our
national symbol among the lines and boxes
on the 1994 Montana state income tax form.
The bald eagle appears to be swooping above
one particular box. That’s the box where
you can personally help all of Montana’s
wildlife species through a tax-deductable
contribution to the state’s Watchable Wildlife
Program.

What does the Watchable Wildlife
Program do for you? A high priority of the
program is to help Montanans better
appreciate and enjoy the diversity of the
wildlife surrounding us.

Do what you can and make a “check”
for wildlife on your state income tax form.

Take Note! —
v April General Meeting
Monday, April 10, 1995
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell
Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm
April Program: Lynn Kelly will be the

| featured spcaker, giving a presentation on

“The Wild & Scenic Missouri: a Montana
Time Warp.” Lynn has a master’s degree in
wildlife biology and has taught life sciences
for the past 18 years to 7th graders in the
Polson school system. She has an intense
interest in natural history and environmental
education, and has worked on Loon manage- |

I ment in northwest Montana since 1986.
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Major Audubon Presentations

Scheduled for Western Montana

Pat Waak, who heads up National
Audubon’s Population and Resource Use
program, will be in Missoula and vicinity
from April 7 through April 10.

Pat will be taking a field trip to the
Metcalf National Wildlife Refuge,
Stevensville, on Saturday morning, April 8,
where she will meet with Bitterroot Audubon
members. She will be available to discuss
her work and the quality of life concerns at a
brown bag lunch at the refuge.

That evening, from 5:30 to 9 pm, she
will be leading discussions at the University
Congregational Church, 405 University
Avenue, Missoula, with concerned com-
munity leaders and others on population and
consumption issues. It is hoped that this will
evolve into a network (coalition) of organiza-
tions and individuals who want to get in-
volved in the population/consumption crisis.

On Monday, April 10, Pat will
present the program at the regular meeting of
Five Valleys Audubon, at 7:30 pm, in the
Botany Building, Room 307, University of
Montana campus.

All those interested are invited to
participate in any or all of these events. It
wilil be a great opportunity to learn about and
get involved in this Quality of Life program.

Bob Ballou

Earth Day 25

April 22, 1995 marks the 25th
anniversary of Earth Day. In light of the
new, anti-environmental mood in Congress,
Earth Day will provide a unique opportunity
to make a statement about the citizens’
continuing concern for the environment.

Citizens for a Better Flathead is coor-
dinating the activities and Flathead Audubon
will man a booth at Gateway West Mall.

Creating a Balance: Making a
Place for People, Saving a Place

for Wildlife

That’s the theme for the Montana
Audubon Council Spring meeting, which will
be held at Grouse Mountain Lodge,
Whitefish, on May 5, 6 and 7. You should
have received a flyer in the mail describing
this event.

Plan to attend and please bring
something for the Silent Auction. Proceeds
from the auction will benefit the Montana
Audubon Wildlife Fund.

It promises to be a thrill-packed
weekend of field trips and panels of experts.
Featured speakers will be Dr. Jack Stanford,
Director of Flathead Lake Biological Station,
University of Montana; and Don Snow,
Executive Director of the Northern Lights
Institute, Missoula.

For additional information, call Pattie
Brown, 837-5018. Hope to s:.€ you there!

Pattie Brown

“The greatest (-)f all mistakes is to do
nothing because you can only do a little. Do
what you can.” — Sydney Smith
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