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Concern Voiced for Public Lands

Conservation organizations have expressed concern about two bills to be considered by the
104th Congress when it returns to Washington after the summer break.

The BLM “land transfer bill” (S. 1031 and H.R. 2032), if enacted, will permit the transfer of
Bureau of Land Management lands to the states in which the lands are located. The “Livestock
Grazing Act bills (S. 852 and HR. 1713) propose to make the grazing of livestock the “dominant
use” of public lands.

Some consider that ulterior motives are being used in a type of “Sagebrush Rebellion” to
give away public lands. The BLM lands are being proposed for transfer now, while other federal
lands, such as Forest Service lands, are not included, and if the BLM proposal is successful, it is
anticipated that other public lands will be next.

States will control the new state lands, and could very well sell off the acreage of high
value, such as recreational, timber or mineral lands. There is nothing in the bills that will guarantee
public access for recreation. Additionally, there is no guarantece that states will be successful
against the wishes of those using the resources when atiempts are made to raise fees for various
uses of state lands.

Regarding the Grazing Act proposed change, historically grazing on public lands
has always been one of the “multiple uses”. Under the present law, “multiple uses” includes
grazing, wildlife habitat, timber harvest and recreation.

In addition to other concerns, such as eliminating public participation in the management
of public resources, a major change would be the near elimination of compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act. By removing the guidelines, soil erosion will increase and
water quality and wildlife habitat will decline resulting in a general deterioration of the
environment itself.

What can you do? Phone your congressman about your concerns and follow it with a
letter. They won’t know you care unless you let them know.

Senator Max Baucus Senator Conrad Burns Rep. Pat Williams
Senate Office Building Senate Office Bldg. House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20510-2602 Washington, DC 20510-2603  Washington, DC 20515-2601

1-202-224-2651 1-202-224-2644 1-202-225-3211
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The Editor’s
Spotting Scope

You missed a good one in July.

The field trip schedule called it
L ) f
Lynn Kelly led the way and two of us
followed on a great day of birding.

Lynn wasn’t sure whether we’d
see any loons, but that’s the way birding
is. You leave with uncertainty and hope,
and return with satisfaction — regardless
of whether you achieved your birding
goals. It’s the doing that counts.

Our first success was at Upper
Thompson Lake, thanks to Lynn’s ear. As
we were returning to the truck, she heard
something. Grabbing binoculars and a
scope, we scanned the lake and there
they were — a family of loons: Mom, Dad
and Chick. (Oh, Wow!) One parent
would dive for food while the other
stayed on the surface of the water with
the chick. This family scene held us for a
long time, but there were other lakes to
check for loons, so we reluctantly left our
watching post.

Our loon count hit six before we
were through and we also added Marsh
Wrens, Osprey, Red-winged Blackbirds,
Yellow Warblers, Western Grebes and a
Bald Eagle.

At one of the lakes we visited
with Pody Riggles who camps in the area
from spring till fall, fishing, visiting with
those who stop by and monitoring the
nesting loons. A retired logger, he
satisfies his love of the outdoors and
also provides valuable data to the
Montana Loon Society on the loon
population in the region.

The pair of loons we saw on Loon
Lake alerted Lynn by their call. To me,
one loon call was no different from
another, but to her experienced ear the
call meant there was danger.

About the same time, we watched
an Osprey hit the water and catch a fish.
He lifted into the air and as he flew off, a
young Eagle fell in behind him in hot

pursuit, thinking he could have a meal
just for the taking.

He had another think coming. We
could see it wasn’t going to be easy, as
the drama unfolded before us. The
Osprey spiriled up into the sky, dodging
the Eagle as he went, and outflying him
at every turn. We thought it was just a
matter of time before the Eagle got his
dinner, but the Osprey hung in there —
dipping, diving, flying in circles and
holding fast to the fish. The Eagle was
right behind him at each dip and dive.

And then it was over, almost
before we realized it. We couldn’t believe
what we had seen. The Eagle gave up and
flew away! The Osprey, unscathed and
still holding the fish, flew off to his nest
to feed the family.

We knew
we had =
experienced
something
special in the
bird world;
something
not anticipated when the bird watching
tour started. In a confrontation, the
supposed underdog triumphed and such
a triumph is good to see in any world —
natural or human. '

Sharon Bergman

Take Note —

vV September General Meeting

Monday, September 11, 1995

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.

490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell

Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm

Program: The featured speaker will

be John Grant, who has been the Wildlife
Area Manager at the Ninepipe Refuge for
the past five years. His presentation will
be “ Manipulating Habitat to Mimic the
Natural Environment.”

Grant has a Masters degree in
Wildlife Bioloby from U. of M. and a
Bachelor’s degree in Wildlife & Fisheries

from S. Dakota State U.
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Waste Not —
Want Not ®

Encouraging shoppers to stop
waste before it happens is the focus of
a planned Precycling Program being
initiated in Whitefish. Ferne Cohen,
Project Coordinator, indicated that
volunteers from Flathead Audubon,
Citizens for a Better Flathead, Waste
Watchers and the General Federation of
Women'’s Clubs/Whitefish will be at the
area stores to urge shoppers to think
before they buy and reduce waste.

“Reducing waste actually
conserves habitat,” Cohen said. “Going
into the stores is a way to reach the
public, which is not ordinarily aware or
involved in waste reduction. To be
affective, many customers need to change
their buying methods.”

A precycling information table
will be staffed by volunteers.
Information on related topics such as
reducing waste, recycling and
composting will be provided. Postcards
will be available for customers to send
feedback to manufacturers about their
products and packaging.

Additionally, in-store signs will
reinforce the precycle message by
reminding customers to use reusable
bags, such as “Return your shopping bag
and receive 5¢ credit.”

There will be some labeling of
food products which are packaged in
recyclable containers, such as aluminum
cans.

“Packaging accounts for half the
volume and 30 % of the weight in
America’s trash,” according to Cohen.

“ It makes sense to reduce, reuse, recycle
and refuse products that increase our
community solid waste.”

More volunteers are needed for
this important project. Those interested
should contact Ferne Cohen at 862-2028.

It’s Sunflower
Time!

Flathead Audubon’s annual
sunflower seed sale is getting underway
(see page 7). The sced sale is the
primary fund raising effort of the
chapter.

Proceeds from the sale help to
finance the chapter’s bird and
conservation education efforts, including
the popular Audubon Adventures for
clementary school students. Other
conservation efforts by chapter members
to protect wetlands and native and
migratory birds are also supported by
sunflower seed sales. Additionally, we
shared the costs of a neotropical bird
trunk for schools in the Eurcka area with
the Forest Service and the Dancing
Prairie Audubon group.

High quality, clean Montana or
Dakota sunflower seed will be sold for
$17 for a 50 Ib. sack. The deadline for

purchasing seeds before the pickup date
is Saturday, October 7. Rod Ash
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Report From the Nets

A report from the
Swan River Oxbow
Preserve and also
Hungry Horse pro-
duced excitement as
Tennessee Warblers
had been caught and
banded.

On the hammingbird front, to date,
238 new-banded hummers were tallied
and 61 significant recaptures. These
included 8 five-year olds, 3 six-year olds
and 3 seven-year olds. Seven years is a
record for the Rufous Hummingbird.

Jeanie Lawrence (north of Bigfork)
got a picture of an unusual albino
Calliope Hummer. Elly Jones
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