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Public Land Grab
Falters

(The following appeared in the January newsletter of
the Montana Wilderness Association.)

Two years ago, there was good reason to
hope that management of our public forests was
turning the corner from abusive exploitation to
sound, ecosystem-based stewardship. That
promise faded as western Republicans in
Congress leveraged their power to hand control of
our public lands over to industry.

However, events of the last couple
months hold out some hope that big industry’s
renewed assault on environmental values and
wilderness protection may simply be a blip that
fails to sidetrack necessary reform.

One good sign is President Clinton’s veto
of the Interior Appropriations Bill in mid-
December. In his veto message, he criticized
congressional attempts to shackle good science in
the upper Columbia Basin regional management
plan, which includes western Montana. Clinton
blasted Congress for seeking to censor scientific
information about fisheries and watersheds from
the plan.

The information Congress seeks to censor
has been assembled by scientists from Forest
Service and BLM research stations and regional
offices, impressing many conservationists with
their overall devotion to factual accuracy If carried
out as planned by the President, the Scientific
Assessment and management plans would help
put forest, range and stream management on a far
sounder environmental, biodiversity basis than at
any time in the two agencies’ century-long
existence. President Clinton’s next test is
convincing Congress to submit more responsible
legislation that he can sign.

Meanwhile, 80 Democrats and
Republicans in the House of Representatives have
co-sponsored legislation to repeal the “logging
without laws™ salvage rider. Conservationists
from around the country have flooded Congress
and the White House with examples of
irresponsible and illegitimate logging projects
masquerading as salvage. In fact, many of these
sales (including proposed clearcuts in roadless
areas near Essex and in the Yaak) are the opposite
of salvage, which means “to rescue from
destruction, to heal or to save.”

However, the best indication that the
assault on the environment may be short-lived is
public sentiment. Public opinion polls indicate
that citizens strongly oppose attempts to trash
public land, erode protection for wildlife and
weaken clean water laws. Americans throughout
the nation have rallied to beat back efforts to gut
wilderness protection in Utah. Republican leaders
in Congress have publicly acknowledged going
overboard in trying to eliminate environmental
protection in 1995.

Ultimately, it is public sentiment that
moves politicians like President Clinton and
Senator Max Baucus. So, please, keep up with
the letter-writing, phone calls and everything else
you can do to register support for Montana’s
wildlands and the environment. It’s making a
difference.

Ross Titus and Steve Thompson
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Spotting Scope

Generally when vou think of birds, the
great outdoors springs to mind: the wide open
spaces plus wetlands, waterways, forests, deserts,
etc., etc., etc. Our goal is to see birds in their
natural habitat, doing their natural thing. But
what about birds in the house or aviary or
arboretum?

When my kids were in high school we
had a parakeet and when anyone or everyone was
home, Henry had the run of the place. He was a
member of the family and a pal to Rags, the dog.
Years later, in Wisconsin, | gave a parakeet to my
friend and neighbor across the hall as a gift. On
occasion, we would open our apartment doors and
Amigo would fly from one place to the other at
will. He had a much wider range than Henry.

Actually, Amigo logged a lot of flying
time. My friend’s job required that she spend two
or three months in a different city each spring and
she took Amigo with her when she flew to the
new destination. He had a special cage that was
put on the seat beside her. Other passengers
were frequently surprised, but it was taken for
granted by everyone who knew Amigo that it was
natural for him to fly the friendly skies by plane.

Even with indoor birds in my
background, I still had a prejudicial view of bird
watching anywhere but outside. It just didn’t
seem like birding to walk through an aviary, even
though the birds were interesting to watch. They
seemed to be cooped up, jailed as it were, and I
ofttimes carried a little package of guilt and sense
of betrayal to my outdoor feathered friends.

Then I went to an arboretum in the Desert
Museum out of Tucson. There were a lot of trees
and plants growing within the structure that had
chicken wire on all sides and across the top.
A walkway meandered along and as you
strolled, you could see and photograph
Hummingbirds, Orioles, Western Tanagers
and many, many others. It seemed as if we
had entered their world and were allowed to
be with them, rather than cooping them up to
be in our world. The delight of my visit was

successfully photographing a Magnificent
Hummingbird on her nest, thanks to a zoom lens.

The highlight of the day, however, was a
shot I missed. Standing in a small group of
people, we were transfixed when a Hummer flew
over and landed on a woman’s purse. No one
dared to breath, hoping it would stay with us
longer. I wanted a closeup picture, but couldn’t
get prepared for it. Suddenly the small bird flew
from the woman’s purse, landed briefly on my
zoom lens and then was gone.

When you get right down to basics, it
doesn’t matter where the birds are - indoors or
out, watched in a caged area or with binoculars.
Just go where they are and make your day special.
Sharon Bergman
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Nesting time for a Magnificent Hummingbird at
Tucson’s Desert Museum.

Take Note

V February General Meeting

Monday, February 12, 1996

Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.

490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell
Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm

Program: Kent Miller, Flathead Audubon
secretary, will give a slide presentation on ““Snags
— Under-valued Forest Resource.” Miller, who
is a USFS Wildlife Technician in the Swan Lake
Ranger District, was born and raised in Nebraska
and has been with the Forest Service since 1987.
He earned his Bachelor’s degree in Wildlife at
Colorado State University and obtained his
Master’s degree in Forestry at the University
of Minnesota.
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Killing With Kindness

The Grizzly Bear-Human Interface

The year 1995 saw the loss of 15 Grizzly
Bears within the area reaching from the Bob
Marshall’s to the Canadian border. Twelve of the
15 were lost because the bears came into conflict
with humans. Two were lost to unknown reasons
and one is thought to have died of natural causes.

Some of the 12 were shot by mistake, in
self defense or for the safety of humans and their
possessions. Some were killed by trains. Others
were removed from the ecosystem by placing
them in zoos.

As it turns out, we who feed birds play a
role in the loss of grizzlies. Those of us who live
in the increasingly suburbanized foothill regions
of the Flathead watershed are having increased
interactions with both black and grizzly bears. A
poor huckleberry crop in 1995 brought more
bears than normal into the backyards of the
valleys. Being omnivores, bears eat most
anything including bird seed of all types, grain
used for domestic stock and poorly composted
garden and orchard waste. When bears have
ready access to these foods they soon make them a
staple of their diet. A human/bear conflict will
soon follow.

It is important to remember that when
there is a conflict between bears and people, in the
end, the bears always lose! If a bear is shot to
protect horsefeed or a gut pile or a fruit tree or
human life, the resultant loss is the same to the
ecosystem. The same holds true for bears that are
removed to a zoo or wild animal park. To the
ecosystem those bears count as mortalities also.

What Auduboners can do —

» Don'’t leave feed, including doogfood,
and trash outside.

» Bring in the hummingbird feeders at
the end of August.

» Pick all your fruit in the fall.

» Thoroughly compost garden waste.

» [f you feed birds, do so only in the
winter.

» Take the suet down and quit feeding
the turkeys in March.

» [f you absolutely have to feed the birds
all vear, put out a small amount of secd that will

be consumed quickly by birds.

» Use ONLY birdseed: no crumbs,
peanut butter or other human food.

» Please pass this information on to
others.

Remember — a bear removed to a zoo is
a mortality too!

Neal Brown

About the Population -

Most Audubon folks are quite familiar
with the concept of carrying capacity. We know
that within any given habitat there is a limit to the
number of creatures it can supposrt indefinitely.
Many of us have been treated to the example of
the farmer’s pasture. It can sustain just so many
cattle on the average. Put more than that number
in that pasture for long and you can bet something
bad will happen: the pasture will deteriorate and
the number of cattle it can support will decline,
the cattle will lose weight and/or they will start
dying. Same thing for robins, ducks or voles.

Game managers have been applying the
carrying capacity concept, especially in the West.
That is why we have doe seasons on deer and cow
permits for elk. Before this fundamental principle
caught on in the East and Midwest, sportsmen
fought the proposals for doe seasons and there
were huge winter die-offs.

Carrying capacity also applies to people.
Many demographers and economists define it this
way: “the number of individuals who can be
supported without degrading the natural, social
and cultural environment, i.¢., without reducing
the ability of the environment to sustain the
desired quality of life.” Increasingly, experts
believe we have massively exceeded that number
here in the United States, as well as around the
globe. Worth thinking about?  Bob Ballou,
Montana Audubon Quality of Life Committee
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