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Cottonwood Study
Begins

(From Montana Audubon News)

Birders and wildlife enthusiasts are
quickly drawn to rivers and the rich wildlife
living along them. In Montana this often
means visiting cottonwood groves.

These trees provide critical habitat to
a variety of wildlife species, including many
of our songbirds, great blue herons, bald
eagles, cormorants and game animals.

Many biologists are concerned about
cottonwood communities because the trees
do not seem to be regenerating. As a result,
these scientists think that Montana - and
many western states - could lose these
precious places. Substantial losses of
cottonwood have already occured and
significant threats exist to the remaining
population.

Montana Audubon Council hired
Lynn Bacon, a graduate student at Montana
State University, to review current
information available regarding the threats to
cottonwood communities and their
regeneration. She will also spend time
researching the extent of cottonwoods in
Montana and the functions and values of
those communities as part of riparian
ecosystems (what birds and other wildlife
depend upon these trees, etc.).

The threats to cottonwoods are
varied. Cottonwood communities appear to
be declining because of development

pressures, grazing by cattle and deer, and
water management practices. In addition,
cottonwoods have recently been subject to
increasing scrutiny as a potential source for
timber production. Finally, some exotic
plant species, such as Russian olive, also
pose a threat to cottonwood growth and
regeneration.

Lynn’s work is seen as the first phase
of a bigger cottonwood project. Once the
threats to these river communities are
identified. Audubon will be better able to
develop a protection program for a habitat
that is declining, is critical to wildlife and
could benefit greatly from our work.

Montana Audubon’s cottonwood
project is directly funded by Birdathon Funds
from several Montana Audubon Chapters,
given to us through the Rocky Mountain
Regional Office of National Audubon.
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The Editor’s
Spotting Scope

As I have done for several years, I
am spending the spring months in a city out-
of-state, working at the women’s national
bowling tournament. This part time work
has sent me to various parts of the country
each year, with the opportunity to do some
bird watching in new territory.

Being in Buffalo, New York, with its
many nearby rivers and lakes, you’d think
there would be an abundance of sites to
explore. However, as of this writing, I’ve
had to be content to watch and listen to the
sparrows nesting in the trees on the motel
grounds and to watch for pigeons, crows and
gulls as I drive to work. (I could have
stayed home and done that.) It’s been
snowing, sleeting and raining , with more
wet etcetera forecast for each day.

But the natives assure me the
weather will soon clear and I’ll be able to get
out and bird watch to my heart’s content. I
have the address and phone number of the
Buffalo Audubon office and will contact
them at the first opportunity.

In the meantime, I find myself on the
defensive because I’m from Montana (and
damn proud of it!). When talking with a
Western New Yorker, invariably the
conversation goes like this: “Where are you
from?”

“I’m from Montana.”

(In shock.) “Montana! That’s where
the Unabomber and those Freemen are!”

“They’re in another part of the state.
I live in Western Montana — just south of
Glacier Park.” That comment is intended to
make things all better, but it’s not always
successful. Then I make an effort to assure
them that all Montanans are not grisly.

Why should I defend us? I under-
stand the independent spirit of Montana men

and women, having my own fair share of it.
I’m also aware that it can be carried too far.
But I don’t want anyone to lump us all
together in the same basket labeled “Those
Rascal Montanans.”

So I defend us, just as those of us in
Flathead Audubon defend our ecosystem and
attempt to keep it as natural as possible. If,
in doing so, we inadvertently preserve it for
wildlife as well as those who want to hide
from the authorities, then that’s the way it is.
It doesn’t have to brand us all as riffraff , and
it just might discourage some folks from
settling here. Yeah — right! Have a

good summer. Sharon Bergman
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T Call the Birding Hotline
Spring birding in the
Flathead is really -2
heating up. Swans,
grebes, osprey and cranes have all been
reported in the area, along with the illusive
European Widgeon.

For more current information, call

the Hotline: 756-5595.

Take Note! —

[l May General Meeting
Monday, May 13, 1996, 6 p.m.
Lone Pine Park, Kalispell

This is our annual Potluck Meeting, so
bring a potluck dish, eating gear and your
appetite. Also, bring a friend.

Program: Janet Ellis, Program Director
of Montana Audubon, will give a presentation on
Guatemala - Ancient Ruins & Exotic Scenery.
She will also give an update on MT Audubon’s
efforts to protect the cottonwoods and wetlands.

This will be the last chapter meeting until
September. Join us for an evening of eating,
meeting and exchanging bird stuff.
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Audubon Birdathon

Flathead Audubon is gearing up for the
annual Birdathon. This is one of the largest
fundraising events for the chapter. Half of the
money raised will go to the National Audubon’s
work to protect wildlife and ecosystems. The
other half of the proceeds will help fund local
wetland protection work.

Project. One project that has been
identified is the Swan River Wildlife Refuge.
Plans are to help build an observation platform so
more people can enjoy this special place.

This year we are asking everyone who
enjoys birding to do their own thing for
Birdathon. We know people are really busy and
it’s hard to get everyone to commit to one certain
day.

Date. Find a time that is good for you
and your favorite birding buddy, sign up some
sponsors and have your own Big Day.

We’ve found great success in getting
pledges from relatives, friends, neighbors and co-
workers. All those folks who know you like to
go bird watching are probably willing to pledge a
fixed amount of $10, $20 or more. Or ask them
to pledge a specific amount per species identified.

The state record of species identified is
over 170 — a great feat accomplished by our own
Casey’s. Other teams have been able to find
around 100 species in a day, so set your sites
high.

But most imortant — go birding, have
fun and raise money for the birds.

GET INVOLVED! We need all chapter
members to support this important effort. Collect
at least $20 in pledges and join the fun on a Big
Day. If you can’t do your own big day, support
the effort by supporting the chapter effort.

Help! Send your donation, payable to
Flathead Audubon, to Liz Hill at 888 McCaffery
Rd, Bigfork, Mt 59911, or sign up at the table
that will be set up at the May spring potluck
meeting.

Another option woul be to count the
species at your backyard feeder or in the local
park, like Woodland Park in Kalispell or
Woodland Park in Whitefish. A member of
another chapter birded a park during lunch hour

at $1 per species, and with only ten sponsors was
able to bring in $100. Just think what you could
do if you tried.

There will be prizes for the most money
eamned and the most sponsors pledging $10 or
more. There will be other prizes too, so do GET
INVOLVED. Liz Hill
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Killing with Kindness —
An Important Reminder

Bear are out of the dens now, both male
and female, both Black and Grizzly. We are
lucky to live with bears, but we must modify our
behavior so we do not put at risk the animals we
love so well. Bears have become attracted to bird
feeders, so if you live in bear country, it is time to
bring them inside until next winter. Take the suet
feeder down and quit feeding the turkeys. There
is plenty of food now for birds and they are not
depending on your feeders.

*» Don’t leave feed, including dogfood, and
trash outside.

* Hang the hummingbird feeders high and
bring them in at the end of August.

* Pick all your fruit in the fall and thoroughly
compost garden waste.

» If you absolutely have to feed birds all year,
put out a small amount of seed that will be
consumed quickly. Try not to feed in September
and October when the bears may have come down
into the valleys. Use only birdseed — no crumbs,
peanut butter or other human food.

Please share this information. None of
us want to be responsible for a bear that was
moved or killed because of our carelessness or
selfishness. Pattie Brown

Page 3 \\\lv




<,

;5/ Page 4

PILEATED POST

The President’s Page >>

There is a certain beauty in a volunteer organization that mirrors the
perfection seen in nature within a functioning ecosystem. Picture, for example, an
intact forest of Douglas Fir, Western Larch and Ponderosa Pine — the indigenous
forest of our Flathead Valley. Better yet, let’s get off our duffs and take a walk in

the forest.

Fortunately, we didn’t have to go far. |
Jjust stepped off my deck into our “backdoor
forest”. These fir, larch and pine groves are
widespread in the Flathead — unfortunately in
ever smaller fragments, often not much more than
undemolished remnants.

Notice first of all how the big, old trees
provide shade and shelter for an array of
seedlings, saplings and young trees filling in
beneath the canopy. This, in itself, is a work of
art. There are few things in nature more pleasing
to the eye than a healthly forest. A random
interplay of light and form somehow melds itself
into a perfect balance of color, tone, scale and
weight — qualities artists strive for, but nature
creates offhand.

And what’s this? I haven’t gone 20 feet
into my forest walk when a pine squirrel shatters
the light into fluid motion. He all but careens
among the coniferous branches yet never misses a
tochold or a flying leap; an apparent chaotic yet
delicate balance — not exactly earthbound, not
quite airborne. Pure energy. This is exactly what
distinguishes a functioning ecosystem, this
animation of energy into creatures that grace our
world with motion and spirit: the living forest, the
trembling prairie, the ducky swamp. This is
beauty unsurpassed and the ultimate reassurance
to see the balance of nature intact.

The balance of nature then is essentially
the balance of energy circulating within a
functioning ecosystem. There is just so much
energy flowing from skylight to topsoil, flowing
through the whole array of plants and animals —
energy blossoming into fir and pine squirrel and
nuthatch.

In the same context, this might be said of
our Flathead Audubon Society. There is a fixed
amount of energy out there circulating through
our members and leaders. As volunteers we each
give freely to the organization just exactly what

we can spare to give and that is all we can do.

Nobody gives everything; nobody gets it
all, yet we’re each somewhere in the cycle. That
to me is the beauty of being a volunteer in an all-
volunteer organization. What we accomplish and
what we become is the sum of what we each give
to the organization. We simply can’t do better
than that. We can’t all be grizzly bearsin a
forest of redwoods.

It’s just as well. We’re doing just fine if
we’ve struck a balance similar to the healthy
forests close to home — plus we have as much
fun as my crazy pine squirrels.

While speaking of volunteers, we need to
recognize several who have given a good share of
their spare energy throughout the last several
years and who will soon be moving somewhere
else in the cycle.

« Kent Miller, secretary, who set the
standard for all Flathead Audubon secretaries to
follow.

» Elaine Corrigan, director, who spoke
softly but sensibly and never failed to be there.

* Carol Purchase, director, who ultimately
found her correct balance f energy right at home
with her new son Zach.

* Dan Casey, Field Trips Chair Emeritus,
who knows as much about birds as all the rest of
us put together. Literally.

* Liz Hill, Publicity Chair, who recently
passed the baton to Linda Winnie, but can still be
reached on our Birding Hotline, 756-5595.

* Ed (Program Chair) and Carla
(Hospitality Chair) Prach, who simply need one
less thing to do.

Thanks to all for your energy and
commitment. Leo Keane

May, 1996



