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Moothart & crew receive forestry award

The first annual Flathead Audubon award for
Excellence in Forest Management was presented
to Professional Woodland Services, owned and
operated by Boyd Moothart, at the annual meeting
of the Montana Logging Ass’n.

Also recognized were Ted and Beverly Giesey,
Marion, owners of the harvested land, and Marc
Hughes, Montana Dept. of State Lands, who
helped plan the harvest.

The award is given to those responsible for
planning and executing a timber harvest on non-
industrial privately owned forest land that
exemplifies environmentally sensitive forestry as
promoted by the Montana Forest Stewardship
Program. Moothart was honored both for
excellence in carrying out the plan developed by
Giesey and Hughes and for innovativeimprove-
ments to their plan. Sharing the award were his
logging crew: Elton Kauffman, timber cutter;
Steve Coffer, crawler operator and cutter and
Kendra Pearson, excavator operator.

The timber harvest on the Giesey property was
aimed at thinning a 20-acre stand in order to
improve growth and species composition. The
harvest plan rated high because particular
attention was paid to four objectives of the
award: riparian and wetland protection,
commodity production, minimization of soil
disturbance and stand health improvement.
Moothart’s execution dealt particularly well with
three emphasized issues: harvest design
(including skidding precautions), slash
management and revegetation and site
reclamation.

Flathead Audubon instituted the Excellence in
Forest Management Award as a way to encourage
local landowners and loggers to develop forestry
practices according to the guidelines laid out

by the Montana Forest Stewardship Program. The
Program is directed by a steering committee
representing non-industrial private forest
landowners: Nature Conservancy, Audubon
Society, Montana Tree Farm Program, Native
American Tribes, Natural Resource Consultants,
Montana Logging Ass’n. and Montana Wood
Products Ass’n., as well as a variety of state and
national government agencies.

The idea for the award came out of a forestry
class at FVCC. Former FAS president Brent
Mitchell and another Audubon member were
discussing environmentally healthy forestry
practices when a woman at the back of the room
complained, “You people never miss the chance
to point out when %
we do something
wrong, but you
never say anything
when we do
something right.”

“We looked at

each other and our
jaws dropped open,”
Mitchell recalled.
“We realized she was
absolutely right,

so we decided to do
something about it.”
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The editor's
spotting scope

My miniature schnauzer Tana chases
things. Such as a tennis ball, which she
catches; a squirrel, which climbs a tree and
chatters at her frustration; robins on the
lawn, who don’t wait for her to catch up;
grasshoppers, which just hop away, stray
cats, who run even though they don’t know
her track record, the neighbor’s cats, who
don’t run because they do; and deer in the
woods near the house.

The first time Tana saw a deer walk
casually from the woods and on down the
driveway, she got very excited. Here was an
opponent worthy of her bark and running
expertise. She barked fiercely from the living
room, just to let the deer know she was on
the job. The deer ignored her and continued

_down the road to the neighbor’s.

There are as many deer viewpoints in
Montana as there are Montanans and they
range from “Oh, how cute!” to “Oh, my
God!” As we drive the western highways,
it’s instinctive to be alert for deer along the
side of the road. If we see one, we hope it
doesn’t take a notion to cross over at that
precise moment. Those of us with gardens
and orchards have a continual bout with the
deer, their offspring and their appetites.
Sometimes we win and sometimes they do.

Tana gets the credit for keeping the
deer out of the yard (during the day). She
barks so furiously as they gaze at her across
the fence that they cancel their “get a snack”
project here and move on to more accessible
fare.

One afternoon I was in the yard and
noticed Tana sitting quietly near the back
fence. Across the pond was a yearling deer.
They just looked at each other — the deer,
unafraid, flicking its ears, and Tana watching
intently, with a quizzical look on her face. It

wasn’t a standoff. It was more like the
sharing of time between friends.

Deer can do that to you, especially
when you live in their habitat. You cuss them
when they eat the flowers off the petunia
plants, and your heart stands still when they
are poised to jump in front of your car. But
when you’re out for a walk and see a white
tail and rump disappear over the brush and
into the woods, at that moment you
experience a feeling that all’s right with your
world. Aren’t you glad you live where you
do? Sharon Bergman

Take note —

¥ September General Meeting
Monday, September 9, 1996
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell
Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm
Program: John Ashley, a Biological Technician
at Glacier National Park, will give a presentation
on “A Year in the Life of Glacier’s
Harlequins”. With degrees in Liberal Arts and
Biology, Ashley spent 10 years as a newspaper
photographer and then became a seasonal
biologist at Glacier. His park projects have
included working with bald eagles, elk, owls and
mountain goats. He commented, “I’ve spent the
last five years happily crawling through brush-
choked, bear-infested, ice-cold streams to study
Glacier’s harlequins. I've followed harlequins
from Glacier to the Pacific coasts of Oregon,
Washington and British Columbia and back
again, and I’m happy to share what I’ve seen.”.

® Printed on recycled paper.
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Coming up —

Swan Valley logging tour. A tour
examining various logging practices in action
is scheduled for Sunday, September 7. The
approximate four-hour excursion will be
guided by Rod Ash, current president of
Montana Audubon. Participants will visit
sites in the Swan Valley that illustrate the
affects of different logging techniques on
wildlife and some of the light-impact logging
methods currently available to landowners.

Included will be a visit with Bud Moore,
who will show the group his private logging
operation and demonstrate his small sawmill.
Moore was a professional forester with the
U.S. Forest Service, serving just before his
retirement as director of fire fighting for
Region 1. He has been involved for many
years in developing methods for sustainable
forestry and will discuss some results of that
work. Moore is also the author of 7he
Lochsa Story, a history of the Lochsa region,
scheduled for distribution in local bookstores
this month.

The public is invited to participate in the
tour. Those interested are to meet at the
Condon Forest Service Work Station at 10
a.m. Wear sturdy walking shoes and bring a
lunch. Advance registration is required. Call
Rod Ash at 754-2289.

Bird seed sale scheduled. Orders
for Flathead Audubon’s annual sunflower
seed sale will be taken during the month of
October this year. Delivery of the seed is set
for the weekend of November 16 & 17.
The sale is the major fund raiser for the
chapter. Revenue from the effort finances a
full range of chapter activities and causes
from books for school libraries, wetlands
restoration and protection to wild bird
research and education.

Details on the sale will be mailed the first

part of October to members and previous
customers. June Ash, sales coordinator,
urged everyone to save their seed buying for
the drive and “help support Flathead
Audubon’s conservation efforts.”

For those in immediate need of sunflower
seeds, the chapter has a quantity of premium
sunflower seeds available. Customers should
contact Rod Ash, 754-2289; Lynn Kelly,
883-5797, Brent Mitchell, 756-8130 or
Ferne Cohen 862-2028.

Flathead Audubon Society

Mission Statement

The Flathead Audubon Society is a
local chapter of the National Audubon
Society.

¢ Our mission is to conserve birds,
wildlife habitat and ecosystem diversity.

* Awareness and appreciation of the
natural world is promoted through
educational activities and advocacy
programs.

* We work with diverse groups and
agencies to achieve sound decisions on
natural resource issues.

* Our community outreach includes
school programs, work projects and field
trips.

* While focusing our efforts in
northwest Montana, we believe in the
protection of the earth and all its
inhabitants.

88 For Sale &8

Flathead Audubon mugs
Colorful — Ceramic
Just $10

Available at the meeting.
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7 elcome back!

/\V' e at Flathead Audubon will soon reconvene for another Audubon
season of bird watching, bird talking and saving a place for birds [and other
wildlife] in our busy world. Not that we ever quit, but it is nice to take the summer
off from meetings and deadlines and have those few precious days away from the
city, from work and worry, just to remember why we so love this good green earth.

I am pleased to report that this summer I
found “my” Montana again. Out beyond the
disheartening billboards, the frantic
highways, the spillage of development
around every town, the Montana I’ve always
known and loved is still there. I’ve had some
fear lately that Montana has been lost in the
rush, subdued into becoming like everyplace
else. Clearly I’ve been stuck in the city way
too much.

Montana is still a quiet pool
in the bend of a cold river, with
silvery cottonwoods talking
softly among themselves. It’s
the languid end of a long summer
day. It’s camp set up and the kids
fishing. The sky is as blue as ever
and just as wide out here in the
real Montana. It’s the mountains
rising like an armada of golden
ships on the setting sun, the eagle
slipping and turning round and
round in a great bubble of air.
And it’s old friends beside you,
talking softly as the cottonwoods,
who also understand the importance
of this beautiful place.

Perhaps, then, it is I who has been
subdued. The imperatives of our busy world
— desk work, telephone talk, windshield
time, punctuality! — have become my
imperatives. There is simply so much that
needs to be done and always something else
to be doing.

Given this perspective, the work we do for

Audubon is quite pointedly on the horns of a
dilemma. On the one horn, conservation and
environmentalism involve loads of real work
and they do consume time. It’s getting to the
meetings, writing that testimony, reading all
you can and being informed of the issues. In
short, there’s one word that says it all:
politics! We can’t save the earth without it.
On the other horn, nature
beckons. Gently, subtly, in the
back of our mind she reminds us
of the sunrise and the sunset. We
long to be free with the river again,
drifting with all of nature, watchers
of her beauty, at one with the
rythmns of her wildness. We long to
be there when the mayflies are
spinning and trout dimple the pool.
To hear the nighthawks peent! To
witness the evening star and the first
phase of the moon. These are the
days, even the moments, that give life
its richness. Without them we
become like working robots.

Staying in balance, that must be the key.
Therefore, I am pleased to report, not only
did I find “my” Montana again this summer,
I found myself there too. Now that’s worth
fighting for.

Leo Keane

Al \aad
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