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This is National Wildlife Refuge Week

Where can you find a great diversity and abundance of wildlife and its
habitat? In your own neighborhood, in a National Wildlife Refuge. While most
Auduboners are very familiar with wildlife refuges, many Americans are not aware
of the refuge system, and their lack of knowledge could imperil its very existence.
Last year, the second week of October was declared National Wildlife Refuge
Week in an effort to promote knowledge, understanding and concern for the system.

The focus of this year’s (October 5 - 13)
activities will be on stewardship of the land,
combined with opportunities for compatible,
wildlife-dependent recreation. The theme is
“sharing an appreciation for the natural world”.
The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will be
showcasing the importance and significance of
the Refuge System during this highlighted week.

The NWRS had it origins at the beginning of
the century, in 1903. Early Audubon members
and other conservationists mobilized to stop the
wanton pillaging of birds by plume hunters.
When local Audubon members were unable to
purchase land from the federal government in
order to protect nesting bird colonies, President
Theodore Roosevelt signed an Executive Order to
set aside as a refuge 3-acre Pelican Island in
eastern Florida’s Indian River. Pelican Island, at
the time, contained the last remaining breeding
colony for brown pelicans on the Atlantic coast. It
is still a refuge today, the first refuge in a system
that now incorporates more than 92 million acres.

From those modest beginnings, the system has
grown to include 508 units in 50 states and
several U.S. territories. No other network of
federal lands comprises such a diverse spectrum
of habitat — from arctic tundra to tropical forests,
from prairies to seashores, from wetlands to
desert. It is one of the most comprehensive
protectors of our nation’s biological diversity and

the only network of federal public lands to be
established specifically to conserve wildlife.

The recent sweeping passage in the House of
the harmful “National Wildlife Refuge
Improvement Act” (H.R. 1675). demonstrates just
how imperative it is to build a larger base of
public support for the system. By and large, the
American public does not understand the mission
of the Refuge System, and the important role it
plays with respect to protecting migratory birds
and threatened and endangered species. The
National Audubon campaign seeks to reach out
to natural constituencies (birders, school children
and families) who will give the system a louder
and more diverse voice.

To rekindle your appreciation of the Refuge
System, visit one (or all) of the refuges in the
Flathead Audubon area, such as Swan River,
Ninepipe or Pablo. You don’t have to reserve
the trip for Refuge Week — go anytime.
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The editor's
spotting scope

What counts and doesn’t count?

When an unfamiliar bird flies across your
backyard and lands on the fence, can you add
it to your life list?

If the bird is a species recognized by the
American Ornithologists Union as one which
breeds in North America, you can add it to
the list. There are variances, of course, but
we won’t get into them at this time. Your
field guide generally follows the specifics
established by the AOU.

My daughter’s grandson recently hit
the big 2 and the family gathered in
Kalispell’s Woodland Park for a picnic to
celebrate. Cousins swarmed everywhere,
aunts prepared lunch, uncles barbecued hot
dogs and burgers and grandparents (okay,
also a great-grandparent) kept an eye on
everything.

In very short order, we were invaded
by the ducks of Woodland Park: mallards,
wigeons, wood ducks, mergansers, and a
couple of etceteras which swam by to see
what they could get just for being affable.
The kids grabbed hot dog buns and spent a
delightful time feeding them. For the very
young, this was their introduction to birding.

If they were starting a life list, could
the ducks be counted, since they were nearly
domesticated? No one is going to investigate
and establish where they were born or how
they got to the park. But they meet the
criteria of the AOU, their species can be
found in the field guide and they weren’t
penned or fettered. So if the kids want to
start a life list, more power to them.

On the other hand there was a phone
call earlier in the month from a Charlo
member who reported seeing a Ruddy
Shelduck. (It was also reported seen at the
Ninepipe Refuge.) This was a rare sighting

and one worthy of sharing, but don’t get
overly excited. Ifit’s to be added to a list, it
would be scribbled in the margin.

According to the National Geograhic
Field Guide, the Ruddy Shelduck is a
Eurasian species, common to zoos and
private collections, and is considered to be
an exotic waterfowl. These birds
occasionally escape from captivity, but
seldom become established in the wild, so
they aren’t recognized and wouldn’t be
added to a life list — except in the margin.

For those of us who are not purists,
but just nature lovers, we don’t care where
they originate as long as we can watch and
enjoy them, whether swimming in a park
stream, resting in a reservoir or flying, free-
spirited, overhead.

Sharon Bergman

Take note -

¥ October General Meeting
Monday, October14, 1996
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell
Mtg: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:00 pm

Program: A panel discussion on “Flathead
Urbanization vs. Wildlife Habitat: Conflicts &
Solutions.” A slide and graphics presentation will
provide the latest information on population and
urban growth in the Flathead. Panelists will
pinpoint the problems caused by the conflict
between human and wildlife needs, and report on
approaches currently being used to solve them.

The moderator will be Carol Daly, of the Sunrift
Center for Sustainable Communities. Other
panelists include Dan Casey, MFWP, Avian
Specialist; Gail Bissell, MFWP, Riparian Areas
and Land Use; and Tim Manley, MFWP, Bear
Management Specialist.

Audience participation will be encouraged.
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1996 Birdathon Report

Flathead Audubon was able to raise over
$1,200 with the Birdathon project this year. This
was four times more than was raised last year!

Special thanks go to those who went out and
raised pledges with a birdathon. Dan and
Susannah Casey, with the help of their friends
Paul and Amanda, get top honors for the most
species seen — about 160 in one day — and the
most money earned. The hot line crew had a new
all-time one-day high of 116 species and raised
the second highest amount. Elly Jones won the
prize for the best individual effort, and Ferne
Cohen gets recognition for the funds raised with
her bird walk. Betty Kuropat and Jane Kollmeyer
raised the most for a rooky team, while Ben Long
and Karen had their first “big day”.

National Audubon sent really great prizes for
everyone who participated, from books to
birdbaths, plus everyone will get a 1996
Birdathon pin.

Half of the $1,200 was sent to National
Audubon, designated to be spent on
environmental issues. We requested that half of
these funds be sent directly to Montana Audubon
for their support. Over $600 stayed here to
support Flathead Audubon’s wetland protection
efforts, and hopefully someday help build an
observation platform at the Swan River Wildlife
Preserve.

Thanks to all who participated through having
Birdathon events and/or making contributions.

Liz Hill

\'Pim Oiskin -

® Recycle for bucks$$$$

Flathead Audubon’s treasurer, Susan
Hitchcox, recently reported that she had just
collected $16 from Valley Recycling, The money
had accumulated for the chapter through the
recycling efforts of our members, their friends and
families.

Valley Recycling pays cash for recycled items
and will give credit to Flathead Audubon when
directed to do so at the time of delivery to the
company.

There is no glass recycling in the valley,
because the cost to ship recycled glass to Portland
makes the practice prohibitive. However, the
following are acceptable.

Aluminum cans Cardboard
Magazines Mixed office paper
Newspaper Plastics

So clean out your attic, garage and storeroom
and haul those recyclables out to 1410 Hwy 2,
Kalispell (phone: 257-2574), and tell them to give
credit to Flathead Audubon. Thank you for
recycling and for donating.
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The MCI Nature Network
The National Audubon Society is part of a
special partnership with MCI and The Nature
Conservancy known as the MCI Nature Network.
Through The Nature Network, MCI has donated
nearly $400,000 to NAS over the past three years.
The Network is a corporate affinity program

that gives businesses across the country an easy
way to support the preservation and protection of
our natural resources through their telecommun-
ications service. When a company enrolls in the
program, MCI donates 2-to-5 percent of the
company s net long distance usage to either or
both the National Audubon Society and The
Nature Conservancy. More than 5,000 companies
are enrolled in this program.

For more information. write or fax:
Barbara Hamlin. Director of Foundation and Cor-
porate Relations, National Audubon. 700
Broadway, 6th Floor, NY, NY 10003. Fax: (212)
353-0321.
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