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From Montana Audubon

Grants for wildlife. Montana Audubon
will be offering grants totaling $1,000 in 1997 to
fund projects which benefit wildlife. Preference
will be given to research and education projects
which benefit nongame wildlife and their habitats.
The funds can be used for mileage, supplies,
equipment, printing and communications.

Applications must be postmarked on or
before Monday, December 2, 1996. Grant
recipients will be announced by March 1, 1997.

Requests for project guidelines should be
made by mail to: Audubon Wildlife Fund, P.O.
Box 595, Helena, MT 59624, or by phone:
443:3949.

Montana Audubon Logo Contest
Montana Audubon is soliciting a design for a new
logo depicting a Black-billed Magpie. The
contest is open to both Audubon members and
non-members. A $250 prize will be awarded for
the winning entry and the artist will receive
recognition for the design. The new logo will
become the exclusive property of MT Audubon.

The design must include a Black-billed
Magpie or Magpies and must be black and white.
The submitted design must be able to be suitably
reduced to 1.5 x 1.5 inches. Shading may be
used, but it must be compatible with computer
usage. For further information, call the Helena
Audubon office at 443-3949.

Mail entries to: Montana Audubon, P.O.
Box 595, Helena, MT 59624. Entries must be
received by December 15, 1996. Selection will
be made by mid-January. Enclose a self-
addressed, stamped envelope if you wish to have
the entry returned.

Update on The Endangered
Species Act

National Audubon reports that the
likelihood of the Endangered Species Act being
reauthorized in the 104th Congress is minimal.
Although there was a late push in both the House
and the Senate for ESA reauthorization, Audubon
and the conservation commun ity succeeded in
slowing down and eventually stopping the process.
The drafters in the House and Senate
(Representatives Saxton (NJ), Gilchrest (MD)
Deal (GA) and Kingston (GA), and Senators
Chaffe (RI), Baucus (MT), Kempthome ((ID) and
Reid (NV)) did not anticipate the broad
disapproval that their proposed Legislation
received. However, both the House and the Senate
remained poised to re-light the reauthorization fire
early in the 105th Congress.
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Your Vote Counts -
But Only if You go to the Polls!
VOTE ON NOV. 5
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Don’t forget to send your bird
seed order in by 11/9.
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The editor’s spotting

SCope

Most of us live within an easy

drive of Glacier Park and often view the

park as our own special playground. In

the spring and summer we hike its many

trails and float the Flathead River on the
park’s border. Some of us pitch a tent and
stay awhile. The more adventuresome of

us go into the back country. In winter

we cross-country ski and enjoy the white
perspective of this natural wonder. When we
have out-of-state visitors, we make a decided
effort to take them to the park, to share our pride
and joy with them. And always, year round, we
can go birding.

It goes without saying that anything as
awesome as Glacier Park would attract people
like chickadees to sunflower seeds, and it’s
been going on for decades. The wear and tear

is beginning to-show. — —————

Now there are community meetings in
response to the proposed plan to make changes
in park policies and procedures. The public’s
reaction to the proposal, to control traffic and
visitors and preserve the park for future
generations of animals and humans, has not
been one of whole-hearted support. But everyone
needs to simmer down and take another look. A
long hard look.

My first reaction to the suggestion of
leaving my car in a parking lot and going through
the park on a bus was total rejection . Later, 1
recalled I did that very thing two years ago in
Sabino Canyon near Tucson and wasn’t irate
about it. We were told we could get off and walk
at any time and could always catch
the next bus. It was reasonable and practical and
I did both: rode some and walked some.

It’s obvious we can’t post signs at the
Glacier Park entrances saying “Montanans and
Their Guests Only.” There has to be a logical
solution to the problem. If the timber issues

could be resolved by the parties concerned,
similar results could be affected for our national
parks with input by the government, commercial
and environmetal entities, as well as citizen
groups.

It’s our special playground. We should
do what we can to preserve it for the bears, the
eagles, the marmots, out-of-state visitors and
most decidedly - us. I’d ride a bus any day
rather than lose it. Sharon Bergman
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Hotline highlights

Fall weather has brought flocks of migrating
birds through the Flathead in good numbers.
Pipits were reported in grain fields east of
Kalispell and Blue Jays have been appearing at
bird feeders. Short-billed Dowitchers were
spotted along the lower Swan River and on the
shores of local ponds. Hawk sitings are shifting
from Red-tails to Rough-legged and Peregrine
Falcons have been seen near Creston and Shelter
Valley. For information on local birding
hotspots, call the Hotline at 756-5595.

Liz Hill

Take note!
November General Meeting
Monday, November 11, 1996
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Rd, Kalispell
Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m.
Program: Ralph Waldt, a naturalist with
The Nature Conservancy at Pine Butte
Preserve and Guest Ranch, will be the featured |
speaker. His program, “The Northern
Continental Divide Ecosystem,” will be
illillustrated with slides depicting the season,
wildflowers, wildlife and human issues in the
ecosystem.
Waldt, who is also a professional
photographer and writer, has logged over
7,500 miles of foot travel in Montana’s back

country.
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Quality of Life report

All work and no play does not describe the
challenging NAS retreat of the Human
Population & Resource Use Dept. at Whiskey
Basin in Wyoming last August. Participants

were Audubon staff and chapter representatives

from all over the United States.

The goal was to create understanding of the
interaction between population and the
environment. Consultants assisted in assessing
public attitudes and surveying advocates of
population and environmental issues. We
worked on communication skills and
development of a public media campaign.

Consensus building techniques and conflict
resolution was the focus for an entire day. We
balanced the workshop with early morning and
evening bird walks, canoeing, wildlife
observations and hiking and observing
Petroglyphs.

The Montana Audubon Quality of Life
Committee will be emphasizing population and
environmental issues in all Montana chapters.
Programs on population and the environment
may be arranged for your church or
organization. One or more of the following
videos may be borrowed

Growing Pains - Managing population
growth in the west. MSU and U of Ariz.
Extension Service.

People Count: Facts of Life- Pew Global
Stewardship Initiative.

Population - Audubon - How to make a
difference video.

Threatened by Success- Population and
consumption issues for conservation - [zaak
Walton League of America.

In the Flathead, the Precycling Program in
local grocery stores will continue encouraging
shoppers to consume less and reduce waste.

Please contact me regarding your interest in

the precycling programs and/or the videos.
Ferne Cohen
862-2028

About the population

What if President Kennedy had not declared
the intention of the United States to land a man
on the moon? Would we have accomplished
that amazing feat?

Perhaps. Perhaps not. But by doing so, this
nation, despite considerable opposition, was able
to focus its energies on getting the job done and
in an amazingly short time.

What if our next president, or the one after
that, were to declare to the world that there is a
human overpopulation crisis and that the United
States would begin to take measures to stabalize
its own population, and perhaps even stating
target dates and numbers?

What is the likelihood that one of the next two
presidents would do that? At the moment, not
very great. True, there are organizations (like
Audubon) and prominent citizens (like Vice
president Gore) who have been advocating to
Congress and the Administration that we need a
population policy. They generally get a
sympathetic audience, but the politics aren’t
right. There is strong vocal opposition from
certain groups - religious and radical right-
wingers - and not enough support from the rest
of us.

We have got to let our elected officials (and
our friends and neighbors) know how we feel and
what is at stake. We have to tell them it is highly
unlikely our wildemess areas can withstand the
demands of twice as many people, that wildlife
refuges will not be able to remain as sanctuaries
where wildlife comes first. We must point out
that wetlands will succumb to the demands of
agriculture to feed more people and house them
and wildlife species will disappear ever faster as
people destroy forests and other habitat here and
in the tropics. And there’s a whole host of other
consequences of a runaway population that
contributes to social unrest and global instability.

Let’s resolve to add this concern to the many
we already have and let’s begin to do something
about it. Bob Ballou

Montana Audubon
Quality of Life Committee

November, 1996



