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SEPTEMBER FLATHEAD AUDUBON CALENDAR 

Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 6 PM. FAS Board of Directors Meeting, Pavilion at Lone Pine State 
Park, Kalispell. All are welcome. Digital attendance may also be available; please contact Gael Bissell at 
gael@flatheadaudubon.org  if you wish to attend this way. 
Monday, September 14, 2020. 7 PM. Flathead Audubon General Meeting, will be held digitally, with 
video attendance by Zoom, audio by phone. See page 3. 
Tuesday, August 25, Jewel Basin Hawk Watch begins. See page 3. 
September 12-19, Birds of Prey Week. See pages 3 and 6.  
Thursdays September 24 and October 1, Sandhill Crane Viewing. See page 6. 
Saturday, October 3, 2020. 9 AM. Annual Fall Owen Sowerwine Workday. See page 9. 

Flathead Audubon is back in action this Sep-
tember with exciting new bird programs and field trips, 
the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch, and outstanding Con-
servation Education efforts. Our programs will be a bit 
different from our previous ones due to coronavirus 
constraints. We want so much to get back together 
and share birding stories, talk 
through current conservation is-
sues, and entertain you in-person 
with Denny Olson's Bird Brains, 
but the good old times will need 
to wait. In place of our usual large
-group gatherings we are offering 
a variety of  modified events that 
we hope you will enjoy.   

We invite you to our Sep-
tember 14 meeting to learn about 
birds of Ecuador from Dr. Dan 
Kotter (page 3). During this Zoom 
event, we will show folks how to 
interact with the speakers and report bird sightings. As 
we all become more familiar with Zoom technology, 
we will add in Bird Brains and other activities as part of 
our online programming. We hope to have our monthly 
programs recorded and archived on our website. 

     Our Birds of Prey Week Sept 12-19 will 
include an extraordinary, specially curated, rap-

tor presentation outside at Wild Wings by Kathy Ross 
and Barbara Summer. Included also are several fun 
and informative birds of prey I.D. classes - two by 
Denny Olson at Lone Pine State Park, and a 3-day 
online course by Amy Seaman of Montana Audubon. 
(See pages 3 and 6.) 

In partnership with Flathead Land Trust we 
are also offering opportunities to view and learn about 
Sandhill Cranes and other birds at the new West Val-
ley Bird Viewing area September 24 and October 1 

(see page 6). We will adhere to all recommended pre-
cautions to reduce the risk of spreading Covid-19. 

Because of in-person limitations in schools 
and other educational events, FAS has shifted gears 
and enlisted the video production skills of Denny Ol-
son and bj Worth, Birds in Motion/Wings in Nature, to 

create three new entertaining but 
critically important videos about 
Birds and Humans. See Denny’s 
Conservation Corner on page 5 for 
more details. Our previous video 
Birds Rock! was released this sum-
mer. You can view it at 
www.flatheadaudubon.org.       
 This is Flathead Audubon’s 
first year in the Great Fish Commu-
nity Challenge, the Whitefish Com-
munity Foundation’s huge fund-

raising event supporting over 50 
non-profits in the Flathead Valley. 

Please donate to the Whitefish Community Foundation 
between now and September 18th in the name of Flat-
head Audubon during this event. This is our major fall 
fund-raiser to help our organization stay on track with 
our Conservation and Education Programs. See page 
2 for more information and how to donate. 

Finally, we invite members and other raptor 
enthusiasts to join our new Primary Observer Joshua 
Covill and our other volunteer observers up at the 
Jewel Basin Hawk Watch site from Aug 25 to early 
November, weather dependent. To find out who is 
scheduled, sign up as a volunteer or learn more about 
this effort, join the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch group on 
Google. The old Yahoo site is no longer supported. 
See Dan Casey’s article on page 3 for details.  

Join us September 14 at 7 PM for our first fall 
2020 Zoom meeting! Thank you for your support! 

President’s Column 

By Gael Bissell 
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Natural Events To See This Month: 

Vaux’s Swifts roost in Kalispell chimneys by the hundreds during fall migration. 

      And the race is on! Flathead Audubon has hap-
pily joined the Great Fish Community Challenge, spon-
sored by the Whitefish Community Foundation. The 
Great Fish Community Challenge is a 6-week Valley-

wide campaign with the goal of encouraging donors 
through a single donation to keep our essential nonprof-
it organizations in operation.  
 Flathead Audubon appreciates that the Great 
Fish Community Challenge is non-competitive, time-

limited, and free of charge. And it lets us inform folks 
around the Valley about FAS, what we stand for, how 
we educate kids and adults about birds and their habi-
tats, and our strong belief in science-based action.  
      We will use our Great Fish Community Chal-
lenge donations to fund our highly respected Conserva-
tion Education program, maintain the Owen Sowerwine 
Natural Area, and fund of the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch 
for another season of scientific data on migration.  
      Your donation for Flathead Audubon during the 
Great Fish Community Challenge is very important be-
cause after we pass $5,000 in donations, the Communi-
ty Foundation offers a matching grant for every dollar 
donated. Be sure to donate directly to the Whitefish 
Community Foundation with the special donation form. 
You can donate using a credit card online, or use credit 
card or check by mail or in person. The Challenge ends 
September 18. More details to the right.  
 An extremely easy - and very helpful - way to 
donate is to drop in at one of the Pop-Ups that will be 
held at different locations each Thursday during the 
campaign. Dates and locations are listed to right. 
      We hope you will support your favorite bird pro-
grams through the Great Fish Community Challenge. 
You are an important part of our Audubon family – 
thank you for making birds and conservation part of 
your life!   By Kay Mitchell    

 

Questions? Call Whitefish Foundation at 406-86301781.    

 

        

    SUPPORT FLATHEAD AUDUBON  in the 

 

              GREAT FISH COMMUNITY CHALLENGE 

HOW TO DONATE TO  
GREAT FISH COMMUNITY CHALLENGE 

and also 

 HELP WITH INCENTIVE GRANTS! 
 

Online   At www.FlatheadAudubon.org click on 
“Flathead Audubon page ...” which takes you to 
the Flathead Audubon donation page of the 
Great Fish website.  
 

Mail     Send check or credit card info with a 
completed Great Fish donation form to the ad-
dress on form. The form can be printed from  
https://whitefishcommunityfoundation.org/great-fish/  
 

In person     Donate at one of the Thursday 
Pop-up events listed below, 10 AM - 3 PM. 
       Each  donation of $25 or more for Flathead 
Audubon enters FAS in a drawing for a $500 
incentive cash Grant. One winner is drawn each 
week. Since entries stay in the drawing until the 
end, donating early increases FAS chances to 
win. So does donating more than once, 

 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27TH 

PARK SIDE CREDIT UNION 

1300 BAKER AVENUE, WHITEFISH 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3RD 

BIG SKY IV THERAPY 

20 FOUR MILE DRIVE, KALISPELL  
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10TH 

GLACIER BANK 

490 W RESERVE DRIVE, ON WHITEFISH 
STAGE, KALISPELL 

 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17TH 

FIRST INTERSTATE BANK 

306 SPOKANE AVENUE, WHITEFISH  

FLATHEAD AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT 
 

 THE FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY IS A LOCAL CHAPTER 

 OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY. 
 

 OUR MISSION IS TO CONSERVE BIRDS, WILDLIFE HABITAT, AND ECOSYSTEM DIVERSITY. 

 WE PROMOTE AWARENESS AND APPRECIATION OF THE NATURAL WORLD THROUGH EDUCATIONAL 
ACTIVITIES AND ADVOCACY PROGRAMS. 

 WE WORK WITH DIVERSE GROUPS AND AGENCIES TO ACHIEVE SOUND DECISIONS ON NATURAL  
RESOURCE ISSUES. 

 WHILE FOCUSING OUR EFFORTS IN NORTHWEST MONTANA, WE BELIEVE IN THE PROTECTION OF THE 
EARTH AND ALL OF ITS INHABITANTS.  
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CELEBRATING BIRDS OF PREY  
SEPT 12-19 

          In place of our traditional September one-day 
Birds of Prey Festival at Lone Pine, we will offer a 
week-long celebration of birds of prey with cool  
opportunities for you and your family to see and 
learn more about these incredible flying predators.  
          We actually begin focusing on birds of prey in 
late August, when our Jewel Basin Hawk Watch 
begins. September is a great time to climb up to 
Jewel Basin to see migrating hawks and eagles up 
close and take part in the Hawk Watch. See Dan 
Casey’s article to the right for details.  
 Birds of Prey will also be a focus at Lone 
Pine State Park. Starting August 26, new life sized 
Raptors-In-Flight Silhouettes will be displayed  
along a self-guided tour. See the Lone Pine State 
Park website for Birds of Prey presentations. 
         Sunday Sept 13 or Tues. Sept 15 at 2 PM. 
join FAS at Wild Wings Recovery Center for live 
birds of prey identification at their outdoor facility. 
Details under Field Trips, page 6. 
       Sept 15, 16, and 17, Montana Audubon’s Chief 
Science Coordinator, Amy Seaman, will offer a  
series of three online Raptor Identification work-
shops at 10 AM and 4 PM. Each day she will focus 
on a different group of species. Details on page 6.  
      Sept 18 & 19 (Friday & Saturday) Denny Olson 
will lead a socially distanced Birds of Prey in  
Fight mini-course at Lone Pine. Details on page 5. 

   By Gael Bissell 

 

Birding with Alpacas in Ecuador 
presented by Dan Kotter 

Guest speaker Dr. Dan Kotter will recount his 
experiences birding in Ecuador at the September 14 
Flathead Audubon meeting. The meeting begins at 7 
PM, and will be available via Zoom and phone for 
those who wish to attend. See instructions below. 

Dan’s tale is a mix of science and storytelling 
that involves avian and landscape ecology across the 
Andes, Amazon, and Southern Choco regions of Ec-
uador. He spent 5 months there as a volunteer for an 
NGO, helping with indigenous land restoration in the 

cloud forest in critical Andean Bear habitat. He spent 
half that time hiking and looking for new bird species 
in sub regions of the country, but sometimes the birds 
just find you.  

Dan has been working in the areas of ecology 
and cartography in Northwest Montana, Yellowstone, 
and Colorado for 13 years. He moved to Montana in 
2007 after earning a degree in Geology. He has con-
tributed to research on willows, beavers, grizzly bears, 
and fish in Montana. 

How to Attend the September 14 Meeting  
The September 14 FAS meeting will be avail-

able to all electronically, via Zoom. To join the meeting 
insert the following meeting link into the address bar of 
your browser and hit enter, or go directly by clicking on 
the meeting link. The meeting link is:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88948959640.    
 If this is the first time you’ve used Zoom it may 
take a few minutes to load the program on your com-
puter (and you’ll likely need to give permission to 
load). Use your computer’s audio (preferred), or get 

the audio by phone: 
  +1 (253) 215-8782, 88948959640# 

You should eventually be let into a “waiting 
room” where you will then be added to the meeting by 
the host. You will be muted when you first join the 
meeting. You can use your computer’s microphone 
and speakers; this is the preferred way to join. 

You can also call on your phone to get an au-
dio connection to the meeting using the above phone 
number and passcode. 

 

JEWEL BASIN HAWK WATCH 
2020 

       In August of 2007, local birder Dan 
Casey was joined by Steve Hoffman 
(formerly Montana Audubon Director)  

to scout a potential raptor migration survey site in the 
Jewel Basin. Dan had a hunch, based in part on oppor-
tunistic sightings on fall hikes to Mt. Aeneas, that there 
was potential for this to be an important raptor migration 
corridor. Steve, who had started Hawkwatch International 
decades earlier based on ridgeline surveys in Utah, 
agreed. Our initial surveys bore this out, and the rest is 
history. Flathead Audubon and other partners have now 
collected 12 full seasons of hawk migration data at the 
Jewel Basin Hawk Watch, identifying and counting nearly 
30,000 raptors of 18 species in the process.  
 The Jewel Basin Hawk Watch site is special be-
cause under the right conditions, it offers spectacular 
close-up views of hawks and eagles at point-blank range.  
As the premiere Accipiter site in Montana, there is no 
better place to observe and learn the finer points of 
Sharp-shinned and Cooper’s Hawk identification, as 
these two species comprise more than half of all the 
birds counted. On peak migration days in late Septem-
ber, it is not uncommon to have birds passing at a rate of 
one a minute, many merely an arm’s length away. By 
mid-October, Golden Eagles dominate the flight. Red-

tailed Hawks are the next most common species, fol-
lowed by American Kestrels, Bald Eagles and Northern 
Harriers. Northern Goshawks, Broad-winged Hawks,  
   Continued on page 4 

bj Worth 
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Conservation Corner - with some good news! 
by Carole Jorgensen 

Rare and Notables – Summer 2020 RECAP 

  07/02 – A HUDSONIAN GODWIT was found in the 
West Valley Ponds (Tom F. & Matt B.) 
  07/05 – A YELLOW-BILLED LOON (immature) was 
found on Dickey Lake (Nikki M.) 
  The loon has been present everyday (day of writing 
08/18) and will likely be around for a while as it was 
molting its flight feathers rendering it flightless. 
  07/31 – White-tailed Ptarmigan found with some 
effort at Piegan Pass in GNP (Joshua C.) 
  08/02 – Lewis’s Woodpeckers nested at the Trout 
Creek trailhead in GNP (Joshua C.) 
  08/13 – Swainson’s Hawk (dark morph) seen in 
the West Valley Ponds area (Joshua C.) 
  08/15 - White-throated Swifts report from Little 
Bitterroot River south of Hwy 2 (Ben Y.) 
  This is interesting as they are not known to breed in 
Flathead County; this may be a nesting colony. 
  08/16 – 1 Western Sandpiper among other sand-
pipers along Farm Road in lower Valley (Joshua C.) 

What to Expect – September 2020 

 September is the time when songbird migra-
tion begins in earnest. Warblers, sparrows, vireos, and 
thrushes all move south, stopping to refuel in patches 
of berry bushes and hedgerows. Keep an eye on 
flocks of songbirds for a rare stray eastern warbler like 
Blackpoll, Magnolia, or Chestnut-sided. White-

throated and Harris’s Sparrows can show up in flocks 
of the more common White-crowned Sparrows at 
feeders and hedgerows.  
 September is also the magic time to look for a 
stray Sabine’s Gull along the shore of big lakes. Surf 
and White-winged Scoters can be found starting mid-

September on bigger bodies of water. Shorebird mi-
gration is still in full swing, so any mudflats will host 
flocks of sandpipers and plovers.  
 September is the peak for raptor migration 
and the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch (a 2.5 mile hike 
there) is a great place to watch dozens of hawks mov-
ing south. 

Flathead Valley Bird Report 
 by Joshua Covill 

The Great American Outdoors Act was signed 
into law in August 2020.  It provides the promised 
money to implement the 1965 Land and Water Con-
servation Act.  The LWCA was designed to fund con-
servation and recreation as partial mitigation for off-
shore oil and gas development, but was fully funded 
only two years in the last 40.  The Great American 
Outdoors Act finally fully provides that promised fund-
ing for the first time. 

United States District Court Judge Valerie 
Caproni ruled in a lawsuit on August 12, 2020, by con-
servation groups, including Audubon, that the Admin-
istration changes that rolled back the incidental take in 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act was “counter to the pur-

pose of the MBTA to protect migratory bird popula-
tions” and is “contrary to the plain meaning of the 
MBTA.”  This legal interpretation re-establishes signifi-
cant protection for migratory birds.  Thank you for your 
support of Audubon’s efforts. 

 

A recent study estimated that between 89 mil-
lion and 340 million birds die annually in vehicle colli-
sions on U.S. roads. FWS, Apr 18, 2018.  If you or 
others would like to contribute to better scientific infor-
mation on this issue, consider participating in the Ad-
venture Scientist cycle survey in Montana.         
https://www.adventurescientists.org/montana-wildlife-

connectivity.html. 
 

HAWKWATCH continued from page 3 

 

Peregrine Falcons and Prairie Falcons also make regular appearances. 
 August 25th marks the beginning of the 2020 survey season, which will run 
through November 7th, weather permitting.  The success of this effort depends on a 
cadre of experienced “primary observers”, a seasonal technician paid and supported 
through an agreement between Flathead Audubon and Flathead National Forest, and hundreds of hours do-
nated by local and visiting volunteers. If you have not experienced the spectacle of hawk migration at the Jew-
el Basin site, why not consider some “social distancing” this fall, and join us on the ridge? There might be no 
better cure for all that 2020 has thrown at us than to sit on the ridge watching migration unfold. 
 Birders of all skill levels are welcome to join the surveys. There will always be an experienced primary 
observer on site, but extra eyes are needed on busy days! The Jewel Basin site sits on the ridge crest about ½ 
mile north of Mt. Aeneas. Getting there involves a 2 ¼ mile moderately difficult hike from the Jewel Basin park-
ing lot to the ridgetop, steadily gaining about 1,400 ft in elevation. The scenery is as spectacular as the birding.  
 We will include monthly updates in the Pileated Post, and there is also a Google group dedicated to 
the effort:jewelers@flatheadaudubon.org  For more information, or to participate in the counts, contact Dan 
Casey at 406-270-5941.      by Dan Casey  

By a Hawk Watch Observer 
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Conservation Educator’s Niche 

By Denny Olson 

   None of us had a playbook called 
COVID 2020. Hunkering down at 
home with only the closest ones to 
you (or completely alone), internet 

TV subscriptions and binge-watching, too-easy access 
to recreational beverages, adults/kids/pets all sick of 
each other, and when you go out in masked anonymi-
ty, no hugs, shaking hands, or whispering secrets, 
wiping down everything after infrequent forays into 
public, inventing home and yard projects--everything 
for humans has changed. It's humbling. 

When we venture into the natural world, it is in 
stark contrast. Everything is humming along better 
than ever with less human influence, direct and indi-
rect. For those who think beyond their self-pity-bubble, 
one could also come to a realization that we humans 
are just not that important in the larger scheme --   
except in the way we affect that scheme negatively. 
Humility lesson two -- one with which we Auduboners 
are already familiar. 

All that aside, we miss being able to chat, 
joke, laugh, hug, learn, teach and collaborate with you, 
our FAS "homies". And we are stubborn. The general 
attitude among our FAS board members when all of 
this came down was "OK, a challenge. A big one. 
Cool!" So our response, and my response, is to create 
ways to educate as much as we can remotely. Com-
pared to our outdoor, hands-on, field-trippy business 
as usual, it isn't quite the same. But we have commit-
ted to adapt. 

The commitment has led to some pleasant 
surprises. We decided that since we have a limited 
array of personal contact opportunities with students, 
teachers, program participants, and our members, let's 
do some remote-learning things that will serve us well 
as introductory permanent programs that will help us 
both during and after the pandemic.  

The first of those -- in partnership with fantas-
tic bird video footage from Wings in Nature (WIN, 
wingsinnature.org) -- is our "Birds Rock!", a 15-minute 
video which addresses the initial requirement for bird 
education -- to convince everyone that birds are im-
portant, amazing and absolutely critical to our well-

being and even our survival. It is out in release and                              
available on our FAS website. It is lighthearted, full of                                                                    
critical information, and hopefully you will not realize 
you learned something from it until it is too late ... 

But then a series came to mind. If we can 
show why birds are important, and our audience be-
gins to value birds, then the next step is to show how 
we, you and I, have not contributed to their well-being 
as much as we would like to think. Using the best sci-
ence, the latest and best evidence, it appears that 
birds are not doing well. The evidence suggests that 
nearly a third of them are gone in the last 50 years. 
Various projections and estimates (again, using the 
best (National Audubon) evidence available and with 
eyes wide open to doomsday scenarios that have 
proven to be "chicken-little" in the past), suggest that 
due to climate changes many of our Northwestern 
Montana birds will be gone from here in 80 years. 

So, the second video in the teaching se-
quence -- again a collaboration between FAS and WIN 
-- will be "Bird Trouble ...", will look at these issues. 
Are birds in trouble? How much? How do we know? It 
could be a challenge to make this one "fun and enter-
taining", but we'll do our best. I really can't think of 
much that would be more important. They need us, 
and we need us, to change the way we operate. 

Third, we want to show birds in the big picture 
with a video about the intricacy of the ways native 
plants, native insects, and native birds have evolved 
and harmonized with each other for literally millions of 
years. 

And last, we will do a video about how you 
can help birds -- in your home, in your yard, on your 
land, and in the bigger picture. We have that power. 

Aside from these videos, our COVID response 
will be to digitize our PowerPoint presentations and 
monthly programs to make them available anywhere 
at any time. 

Our goal is to have these resources available 
to every teacher, student, parent, public servant and 
politician in Northwest Montana. 

And, we will need your help. Please spread 
the word, and the hyperlinks! 

2020 Elections … and more  By Bob Lee 

 With all the uncertainty concerning gatherings last spring, Flathead Audubon postponed their annual 
meeting, the May potluck, to be rescheduled at an appropriate time this fall. However, gatherings are still lim-
ited. But we need to conduct some business, including elections. Per state statute and our ByLaws, we can 
hold a business meeting in person or by proxy vote. The FAS Board has opted to utilize the proxy vote option. 
 The procedure for proxy voting is fairly simple. Anyone who was a member as of May 2020 is eligible  
to vote; individual members are allowed 1 vote, family memberships are allowed 2 votes. Ballots will be includ-
ed in the October issue of the Pileated Post. Cut out or print the ballot, make your selection(s), and mail the 
ballot to PO Box 9173, Kalispell MT 59904. Gael Bissell, as President, is calling a special Board meeting on 
11 October at 1 PM at Lone Pine State Park where the proxy ballots will be counted. Ballots must be received 
by Saturday, 10 October 2020 to be eligible. In keeping with our usual voting procedure which is a voice vote,  
          continued on page 8   
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FALL  FIELD TRIPS FOR YOU! 
All Flathead Audubon field trips are free and open to the public and are geared for all ages and levels of 
field experience. They are led by area biologists, retired professionals, and some of the best birders in the 
region. Please read our field trip guidelines at www.FlatheadAudubon.org. For all Field Trips, dress for 
the weather, bring binoculars or spotting scope if you have them, wear sturdy footwear, and drive and pull 
off the road safely. All drivers must have their own vehicle insurance. For more information, contact the 
individual field trip leader listed below. Also, a free brochure, “Birding Hotspots of the Flathead” is availa-
ble at the Flathead Audubon general meetings and on www.FlatheadAudubon.org. Check the FAS 
webpage at https://www.flatheadaudubon.org/activities-and-field-trips/ for updated information 
on upcoming field trips. 
      Due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic we are taking precautions to ensure safety for all participants.  Masks and 
respect for others’ personal space will be required, and  we ask you to not share binoculars or spotting scopes. The 
number of participants allowed on trips will be limited as will carpooling.   

BIRDS OF PREY IDENTIFICATON WORKSHOP at Wild Wings Raptor Recovery Center, Sunday 
September 13, 2 PM and Tuesday September 15, 2 PM.  Join veteran Hawk Watch and Wild Wings 

volunteers for exciting close views and lively discussions of raptors and their identifying characteristics. This 
will help with identifying migrating raptors at Jewel Basin Hawk Watch or enhance any birding experience. The 
volunteers will be assisted by the Wild Wings educational birds of prey, of which 10 represent raptor species 
migrating through here in the fall and/or call this valley home. This includes a Cooper’s Hawk, three Falcon of 
different species, three very different Red-tailed Hawks, a Ferruginous Hawk, and others. You must sign up to 
attend these workshops. Covid-19 guidelines apply to this workshop, so space and parking are limited. To 
sign up call KR at 837-3837 or email mtkat67@gmail.com. Bringing your own chair is suggested. 
 

SANDHILL CRANE VIEWING Thursday September 24 and Thursday October 1. Join Flathead Audubon 
and Flathead Land Trust to view Sandhill Cranes as they stage in the West Valley on their fall migration. See 
these magnificent birds as they fly in from feeding in agricultural fields to roost for the night in pothole wetland 
ponds around sunset. Two field trips will be offered as the number of participants for each trip will be limited. 
You can join Laura Katzman of Flathead Land Trust for the field trip on Thursday September 24 or Denny Ol-
son of Flathead Audubon for the field trip on Thursday October 1. Please e-mail Laura at 
lkatzman@flatheadlandtrust.org or Denny at docwild.mt@gmail.com to sign up for the field trips.   

BIRDS OF PREY IN FLIGHT  
MINI-COURSE SEPTEMBER 18 & 19 

 Take a socially distanced Birds of Prey in 
Flight mini-course taught by Flathead Audubon Con-
servation Educator Denny Olson September 18 and 19 
at Lone Pine State Park.  
 On Friday afternoon, September 18, 2 - 4 PM, 
we will get some practice and tips on in-flight ID of rap-
tors with life-sized silhouettes of the 16 commonly seen 
birds of prey on their fall migration. These will be lami-
nated cut-outs of all 16 birds marked only with the es-
sential field marks to identify each bird -- but no other 
markings! It is ID simplified! (If you take Amy Seaman's 
Montana Audubon online class in raptor ID earlier in 
the week, here's your chance to review and practice!) 
 Then, the next day (Saturday the 19th) at 10 
AM it's time to take the "silhouette quiz" walking a trail 
at Lone Pine. The bird silhouettes will be on stakes on 
different parts on the trail -- but with only a number on 
the stake. You do the ID from your lessons that week, 
and share your results with Denny and the rest of the 
crew. There will be PRIZES! After the quiz and discus-
sion, it will be time to hike to the Lone Pine Overlook to 
test our skills for real, on real birds migrating south! 
Fun and humor guaranteed! 
 You are welcome to come to one or both days. 
Meet on the lawn in front of Lone Pine Visitor Center. 
Bring masks for the get-togethers!        By Denny Olson 

RAPTOR ID WORKSHOPS  

SEPTEMBER 15 –17 

 Join Montana Audubon’s Director of Policy & 
Science Amy Seaman for a series of online Raptor 

Identification Workshops! 
 There is no question that 
learning how to identify raptors 
takes time. That is why we are 
going to help Flathead Audubon 
Society celebrate raptor week 
with a three-part raptor identifica-

tion series and fundraiser. This is a great opportunity 
to help support raptor migration research, and brush 
up on your raptor identification skills. This year’s iden-
tification classes will be held online, which means you 
can join us no matter where you live. 
 Classes will be held three days, September 
15 –17, 10 AM and 4 PM, using the Zoom platform. 
Amy will break down Buteos on day one, Accipiters 
and Allies day two, and Eagles and Vultures day 
three. The classes will be jam packed with both intro-
ductory and advanced tactics used to identify each of 
Montana’s migratory raptors 

 Participation in the class will be $10 individu-
ally, or $25 for all three! Registration will open Tues-
day August 25 at www.MTAudubon.org. For details 
on these events, please email Amy Seaman 
at aseaman@mtaudubon.org.        
    By Amy Seaman 
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     Please renew your membership in Flathead 
Audubon by October 18. Dues for FAS member-
ship are $25 for a basic membership, $40 for a 
supporting membership. This year we really need 
support for our excellent education program. We 
are the only organization in the Flathead Valley 
that offers free environmental education. 
     You can renew at www.FlatheadAudubon.org  
or use the membership form on the back of this 
newsletter. Please include your email address 
with your renewal so we can email you our Flat-
head Audubon Fly-by which will bring you occa-
sional FAS updates, notifications, and reminders.        
    By Mike Fanning 

RENEW YOUR  
MEMBERSHIP NOW! 

Highlights from the May, July, and August  2020 Board meetings 

May 4, 2020 

     * Input was provided for Denny to create a final version of the Birds Rock! video, and ideas were offered 
about how best to publicize it and make it available to people. 

     * A draft of the 2020-21 budget was reviewed, and there was discussion about potential income from the 
Day of Giving and Great Fish fundraising events by Whitefish Community Foundation. 

     * A new 5-year agreement for the Jewell Basin Hawk Watch is written and being signed. 
July 13, 2020 

     * The 2020-21 budget was review line-by-line and finalized. 
     * $3600 was allocated to contract with Joshua Covill to work with Denny to produce three more videos  
     *  Cory reported that the negotiations for a long-term ownership solution for OSNA are narrowing down to 

one main option: a private easement project in conjunction with Flathead Land Trust. 
     *Kay reminded: the Great Fish Challenge starts July 30; we should try to participate in the pop-up events.  
     * Discussion on how to hold a general meeting in the fall and present the monthly programs.  
     * Discussion and brainstorming are being done to find ways to offer outdoor field trips activities. 
August 3, 2020 

     * John Hughes has stepped down as the coordinator of the Bird-of-the-Month feature. Someone will need 
to assume this role; it doesn’t need to be a Board member.  Also, Kathy Ross has stepped down as 
Board Director, but will remain active helping with field trips. 

     *  Because we are unable to hold a general meeting with members present, several Board members will 
look into how to nonetheless hold elections in keeping with our By-Laws. 

     *The Board gave the field trip committee the go-ahead to plan events, provided they are done safely, and 
within the mandates and guidelines issued by the CDC, State, and County. 

     * Scheduling for Jewel Basin Hawk Watch will use Google calendar. This year Joshua Covill will be the 
contracted primary observer beginning mid-September. 

In addition to the work done by our two weed 
spraying contractors, Todd Butts and Jon Hessel-
wood, a number of people worked as volunteers to 
help control invasive plant species in Owen Sower-
wine this spring and summer. A big THANK-YOU to:  
Denny Olson, Pam Willison, Sally Cameron-Russell, 
Derrick Rathe, Will Beyer, and Gael Bissell. It’s an on-

going challenge to control the invasive and noxious 
species. We appreciate your time and muscle.  

If anyone else would like to volunteer, you will 
need to take a sturdy garbage bag, gloves (leather is 
best), and some hand nippers. You can cut, bag and 

dispose of the seed heads from the houndstongue, or 
dig or pull, then bag and dispose of ox-eye daisy or 
knapweed. Be sure to take the bags to the green bins 
or landfill. Please let Pam Willison know what you’ve 
accomplished so she can record your volunteer work 
in the “weed log” (pam@flatheadaudubon.org) 

Also, it was a busy year for wind-blown trees. 
Many thanks to those who helped keep the trails clear:  
Rick Mace, Rod Wallette, Will Beyer, Pam Willison, 
Denny Olson, and anyone else who helped.                   
.  .  Happy Trails to all who visit Owen Sowerwine!! 

                                By Pam Willison 

OSNA Weed Work 

         Bird feeders are often a strong attractant to 
bears especially in the fall when they are trying 
to fatten up before entering their dens. Please 
consider not feeding birds until the bears have 

entered dens which usually happens by the 
end of November. Other attractants also cre-
ate conflicts with bears. Montana FWP Bear 
and Lion Specialist Erik Wenum says ”We are urging peo-
ple to step up their efforts in getting attractants secured; 
lock up the garbage, put the pet foods inside and pick the 
fruit. It’s unfortunate when we have to kill a bear. It’s not 
something we enjoy doing, but when a bear is fed human 
foods that is typically the outcome. If residents take re-
sponsibility and clean up all attractants, we will have fewer 
problems and fewer bears will need to be killed.” You may 
contact Erik Wenum at 756-1776 or 250-0062. 

Bird Feeders and Bears 

pinterest.com 

istockphoto.com 
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Natural Events To See This Month: 

Male Columbian ground squirrels begin hibernation. 

ELECTIONS Continued from page 3  
anonymity will not be kept, so we are asking that you sign your ballot. In an effort to encourage voting, all 
signed ballots will go into a drawing for 1 of 2 bluebird houses generously donated by Pam Willison. A candi-
date is elected by receiving a majority of the number of proxy votes.   

OFFICER CANDIDATES 

Secretary – Pam Willison – I’m a Montana native who grew up in the Jocko Valley, and graduated from U of 
M with a Business degree, which I used while working in Missoula for over 10 years.  Later, an opportunity to 
take classes at MSU resulted in a career change to teaching high school in Ronan and Bigfork.  Four years 
ago, when I retired from teaching, bird watching was #1 on my to-do list. Through FAS field trips and presen-
tations, State Festivals, and Audubon friendships and resources, I feel I’ve graduated from being a beginner, 
and I always feel a great sense of accomplishment from making a correct identification while birding, hiking, or 
working in the yard and garden.  I look forward to honing my skills each time I set out on an outdoor adven-
ture.  I’ve volunteered for Hawk Watch and the long-billed curlew survey, am a co-chair for OSNA, serve on 
the Executive, Education and Finance committees, and currently am the Secretary for the Board of Directors. 
Treasurer – Rod Wallette – I have been a Board Member at Flathead Audubon Society for the past three 
years where I worked on several committees and was involved with projects including work activities at Owen 
Sowerwine Natural Area. I am actively involved with the Jewel Basin Hawk Watch and Montana Audubon’s 
curlew surveys at Camas Prairie. I completed a Bachelors’ degree in accounting in 1990 and went on to com-
plete a Masters’ degree in Vocational Counseling in 1994. I worked as a Vocational Counselor in the Flathead 
Valley and Hawaii for 22 years.   

DIRECTOR CANDIDATES 

Joe Batts – I have been asked to serve as a member of the Flathead Audubon Board. I am happy to do so 
with one condition: that I am allowed to keep the name tag production and delivery. Lana and I have been 
members of Flathead Audubon Society (FAS) for many years and I’ve served on the board as Treasurer for at 
least 5 years. I’ve served on several other boards and I find the FAS board to be the most friendly toward 
members and super conscientious to bird conservation. What a pleasure to work in and for such an organiza-
tion. I would be pleased to serve another three years. 
Carole Jorgensen – I am a retired wildlife biologist with over 40 years experience in 5 states (and Botswana) 
working on rare and conservation-listed species (bears, spotted owls, sage grouse, marbled murrelets, Pacific 
fishers, cheetahs, black footed ferrets and others), habitat protection and improvement projects, land manage-
ment, regulation, timber/oil and gas/mining/recreation, oil spills (Exxon Valdez and Deepwater Horizon), and 
way too much litigation.  Throughout my career, I often said if we knew then what we know now, the loss of 
species and habitats could have been prevented with some proactive actions.  Now, in Montana, the last great 
place, I fear we take our resources and open spaces for granted too often.  I am the world’s worst birder, but 
am a bulldog on law and policy and hope to apply to be Flathead Audubon’s mascot so I can continue to work 
towards the wise balance of ecosystems and people.  
Bob Lee – I have been a member of Flathead Audubon for a number of years and served in a variety of posi-
tions during that time. Currently I am an appointed Board Member, and Representative of FAS to Montana 
Audubon. I would like to continue to be involved as an elected Board Member and carry on as Representative 
to Montana Audubon. I feel that my background as a wildlife biologist will serve me, and Flathead Audubon, 
well as we progress in uncertain times for many bird species. Thank you for your consideration. 
Cindy Roberts – I earned a Master’s Degree in Science Education and taught elementary and middle school 
students for 38 years in Iowa, Virginia, Montana, Japan, and Austria. I have also worked as an interpretive 
park ranger in Yellowstone National Park for nine summers. With my husband, Tom, I raised two daughters, 
and love taking six grandchildren into the Montana wilds. 
Tom Roberts – I teach at Linderman Education Center in Kalispell, adding to a career total of 42 years. I 
have also coached many sports teams in Iowa, Virginia, Japan and Austria. I worked as an interpretive ranger 
in Yellowstone National Park for 20 summers. My daughter, Lisa, lives in Iowa, and daughter Lori, in Kalispell, 
Montana. In my spare time, I paint wildlife in oils and watercolor. 

BYLAW CHANGE 

This is an additional section to allow the Flathead Audubon Society to hold meetings and conduct business 
using electronic means of communication. Specific wording is as follows: 

A new Article III, Section 7 to read: "Wherever in these bylaws it is stated that a meeting may 
be conducted in person or by any other means of stated communication or attendance, par-
ticipation by remote communication, including but not limited to video conferencing, shall 
constitute presence in person at a meeting." 
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SPECIAL GIFTS 

I wish to help make Flathead Audubon’s vision 
a reality. Here is my contribution to the contin-
ued success of our chapter. 
 

 Eagle Donation, $1000+ 

 Osprey Donation, $500+ 

 Snowy Owl Donation, $250+ 

 Merlin Donation, $100+ 

 Kestrel Donation, $50+ 

 My Own Vision, amount my choice        

* * * * 

 I want my gift to recognize another: 
In memory of _________________________ 

In honor of ___________________________ 

 

Please send a notification of this gift to: 

 

Name_________________________________ 

 

Address_______________________________ 

 

 

 

City __________________________________ 

 

State ________  Zip____________ 

 

 

* * * * 

 
Donor’s Name__________________________ 

 

 

Address_______________________________ 

 

City __________________________________ 

 

State ________  Zip____________ 

 

 Please do not acknowledge my gift in the Post  
* * * * 

Please make checks payable to: 
 

Flathead Audubon Society 

P.O. Box 9173 

Kalispell, MT  59904 

Your gift is tax deductible. 

azfd.net 

OFFICERS 

President             Gael Bissell    gael@flatheadaudubon.org 

   406-261-2255 

Vice-President    Cory Davis    cory@flatheadaudubon.org 

Past President    Kay Mitchell    kay@flatheadaudubon.org 

Secretary            Pam Willison    pam@flatheadaudubon.org 

Treasurer            Rod Wallette    rod@flatheadaudubon.org 

DIRECTORS 

2018-2021    Jan Metzmaker     jan@flatheadaudubon.org 

2018-2021    Jake Bramante     jake@flatheadaudubon.org 

2019-2022    Will Beyer             beyer59901@yahooo.com 

2019-2022    Margaret Parodi   margaret@flatheadaudubon.org  
2019-2022    Dave Manuwal      manuwal2@centurylink.net 
2019-2020    Bob Lee                 bob@flatheadaudubon.org 

2019-2020    Mike Fanning        shrdlu@centurytel.net 
2019-2020    Derrick Rathe        Drathe33@gmail.com 

2020             Carole Jorgensen carole@flatheadaudubon.org 

2020             Joe Batts               joebatts77@gmail.com 

2020             Cindy Roberts       cindy@flatheadaudubon.org 

2020             Tom Roberts         yellranger@yahoo,com 

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Conservation Lewis Young          lewis@flatheadaudubon.org 

     Carole Jorgensen carole@flatheadaudubon.org 

Education   Cindy Roberts       cindy@flatheadaudubon.org 

     Tom Roberts          yellranger@yahoo,com 

Field Trips      Kathy Ross            mtkat67@gmail.com 

     Margaret Parodi     margaret@flatheadaudubon.org 

Finance         Mike Fanning         shrdlu@centurytel.net 
Hospitality     Joe Batts                joebatts77@gmail.com 

       Connie Cohen        conniecohen@centurytel.net  
Membership  Mike Fanning          shrdlu@centurytel.net 
            Jill Fanning             shrdlu@centurytel.net 
Nominations  Bob Lee                  bob@flatheadaudubon.org 

Owen Sowerwine Natural Area 
                        Cory Davis  cory@flatheadaudubon.org 

             Bob Lee                  bob@flatheadaudubon.org 

             Pam Willison          pam@flatheadaudubon.org 

Newsletter      Linda Winnie          linda@flatheadaudubon.org 

             Lewis Young          lewis@flatheadaudubon.org 

Program         Dave Manuwal        manuwal2@centurylink.net 
Publicity         Jan Metzmaker       jan@flatheadaudubon.org 

Sales               Jill Fanning            shrdlu@centurytel.net 
Refuges          Kathy Ross            mtkat67@gmail.com 

Website          Jake Bramante       jake@flatheadaudubon.org 

CONSERVATION EDUCATOR   
      Denny Olson    auduboneducator@gmail.com 

 

FAS REP ON MT AUDUBON BOARD 

      Bob Lee    bob@flatheadaudubon.org 

 The 2020 Owen Sowerwine 
workday is scheduled for Saturday, 3 
October 2020, beginning at 0900. We 
plan to meet at the Montessori School on 
Willow Glen; this will be confirmed as the 
date draws nearer. With all the COVID 

uncertainty, we will not enter the building and will gather in 
the parking lot instead. Projects will be planned so that 
social distancing can be maintained. Bring masks as well, 
please. More information will be available at the Septem-
ber FAS meeting and in the October issue of the Pileated 
Post. For more information, comments or suggestions, 
please call Bob Lee at 270-0371.                    By Bob Lee 

Thank You John Hughes 
 

 After a long and meritorious service as a member 
of the Newsletter Committee, John Hughes has stepped 
down. Flathead Audubon wishes to acknowledge John 
Hughes for his long and valuable service.  John contribut-
ed in many ways including recruiting authors for the Bird 
of the Month feature, gathering dates and summaries of 
the many Christmas Bird Counts in our area, reporting on  
the Great Backyard Bird Count, and providing sound ad-
vice and recommendations for the newsletter.  We wish 
John well in his new home in Arizona.       By Lewis Young 

Glass Recycling Event 
     Flathead Recon and the Gypsy Theatres Guild will host 
a Glass Recycling Event August 29, 10 AM - 4 PM at the 
Columbia Falls Industrial Park. Glass must be rinsed and 
sorted by color (brown, green, clear), no caps or lids, la-
bels are o.k. Charge is 25 cents/pound.   
    For more information and directions to the recycling cite  
see www.gypsytheater.com/ For info on future glass recy-
cling events check https://flatheadrecon.com/ periodically. 

 

OSNA WORKDAY 2020 

Brent Mitchell 
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      The Flathead Audubon Society is affiliated with the National Audubon Soci-
ety and Montana Audubon (www.MTAudubon.org). We meet on the second 
Monday of each month September through May. Meetings start at 7 PM and 
include a featured guest who presents a conservation or nature program. The 
Board of Directors meets the Monday preceding the general meeting, at 6 PM. 
See page 1 for locations. Both meetings are open to all. 
      THE PILEATED POST is published September through May and is sent to 
members of Flathead Audubon Society as a membership benefit. To become a 
member or to renew your membership, go to the FAS website or use the mem-
bership form below. Deadline for newsletter copy is the 18th of each month. 
Contact newsletter editor at 755-1406; or linda@flatheadaudubon.org. 

 Check our website www.FlatheadAudubon.org for 
       Late breaking FAS news & announcements   
       Online FAS membership sign up or renewal   
        Newly scheduled field trips & events 

THE PILEATED POST is delivered BY EMAIL! 
So be sure to include your email address when joining or renewing. 

If you currently get a paper copy by mail please consider switching to email; send your request to linda@flatheadaudubon.org. 
 

If you opt for a paper copy, be sure to include your email address anyway - so you will get the  
 

FLATHEAD AUDUBON FLY-BY 

You will receive occasional short emails with last minute updates, reminders, and breaking FAS news.  

Your email address is 
safe with us. 

 

Name ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address _________________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________________________ _______________ 

 

State ______________________________  Zip Code  ____________________ 

 

Phone   __________  - ___________  -  _______________________ 

 

Email _________________________________________ 

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY  

 Membership  Individual or Family 

 

Basic Membership ——–———$25 

       Pays for newsletter and operating costs 
 

Supporting Membership—–——$40 

       Extra $15 funds local projects such as 

        Conservation Education and 

        Owen Sowerwine Natural Area 

Additional Donation of       $ _________ 

       To:  Education Fund 

              Owen Sowerwine Fund 

              Wherever needed 

 

                                                                                                       Total $____________ 

  

New member?              Renewal? 

 

        You may renew or join online on our 
website: http://www.flatheadaudubon.org/ 

 

If you wish to receive a paper copy by USPS, 
check this box. 

   Mail this form with your check to: 

Flathead Audubon Society Membership 

P.O. Box 9173 

Kalispell, MT  59904 


