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1994 Christmas Bird Count

Plans Announced

The 21st annual Bigfork Christmas
Bird Count will be held on Saturday,
December 17th, according to Dan Casey,
co-ordinator. Part of the 95th annual
nationwide effort, the count comprises a one-
day attempt to count all the birds withina 7.5
mile radius circle centered on the "Little
Brown Church"” north of Bigfork. A total of
130 different species have been seen during
the Bigfork counts since 1974,

Over the past 10 vears, we have
recorded an average of 10,000 individuals of
75 species on this count. Over 80 species
have been recorded in the past five years, the
highest in the state. This area has the
distinction of hosting the nationwide high
count for Wild Turkeys in each of the past
six years; 702 last year was the all-time

national hish count!
Sand Hill Cranes were added to the

Bigfork count last year, the first time they
were ever noted on this local count. Another
first were Bramblings, which were seen
during the count week.

The chapter is hoping 1o have 40
people in about 15 groups in the field for the
count. Dan Casey will be calling last year's
participants to arrange area coverage. Final
arrangements will be made at the December
‘meeting.

To cover the editing and publishing
costs of the annual CBC issue of American
Birds , there is a mandatory fee of §5 per
participant. As in past years, there will be a

potluck compilation dinner at the Bigfork
Senior Center, starting at 5 pm on the day of
the count.

Plan on taking part in Montana's #1
Christmas Count! Birders of all skill levels
are encouraged 1o join 1n, as are feeder-
watchers and half-day helpers. Give Dana
call at 857-3143 (evenings) or 752-5501
(davs), and tell him to count you in!

Ninepipe Refuge Bird Count. This
count will be held on Sunday, December 18.
Contact Jim Rogers, Polson co-ordinator, for
particulars (883-3611).

The Swan Valley Bird Count will
also take place during that week. Give Rod
Ash a call for full information {754-2289).

s

il

o
Sy

Take Note!
=9 December General Meeting i
Monday, December 12. 1994
Fish, Wildlife & Parks Bldg.
490 N. Meridian Road, Kalispell
Meeting: 7:30 pm - Program: 8:15 pm “
December Program — '
Plans for the Christmas Bird Counts
will be featured at the meeting. Dan Casey
will have full particulars for the Bigfork
Count and final plans will be provided on th
Ninepipe and Swan Valley Counts. |
Special Raffle: 2 adult one-day ski
passes, 2 Encyclopedia of North American
Birds and the book Birds of America by
Frank Shaw.
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THE EDITOR'S SPOTTING

SCOPE

It was autumn — a time to be outside
with the falling leaves, the sunshine and the
brisk air that began to leave promises of what
was ahead. Birds fluttered incessantly
around the feeders: chickadees, pine sisken,
juncos, finches, sparrows, an occasional
flicker and nuthatches. It was a fall day to
experience and enjoy.

A new friend came by to visit. We
were in the get-acquainted stage, so he didn't
know that much about me and I was just
getting to know him. There was an age
difference that some of our common interests
overcame: he was 10 and I wasn't.

He joined me in the back yard,
playing with the dog and talking about the
neighborhood bears and other wild creatures.
Noticing the bird feeder with its bevy of
birds, he asked about it and I explained.

*"Oh, Man!" he lamented. "l wish I

" bad my B.B. gun!”

I was stunned! Because of his
obvious interest in the outdoors and its
environs, it never occurred to me that he'd
want to shoot birds at a feeder.

"Why?" I demanded, a little on the
harsh side and accompanied by relief that he
didn't have it. He looked at me with disbelief
that I would even question why.

Jean Robocker, Flathead Audubon
Chair who speaks to schools and clubs for
the chapter, addresses this problem when
she talks about birding to youngsters in a
classroom. "These non-game birds - who
do they belong to?" she asks. "Why they
belong to everyone, so we really don't have a
right to shoot them, do we? They are there
for everyone to enjoy."

My young friend received a little
lecture on the shooting of birds that you can't
cat and it was suggested that he hone his
shooting skills on tin cans. (Not nearly as

exciting, I know, but much more rewarding
in the long run.) 1 could visualize him
becoming a man who enjoys hunting because
it ties in with the great outdoors, which he
obviously cares a great deal about, coupled
with his interest in guns.

Hopefully, our conversation in the
backyard will stay with him as he matures.
If he ever draws abead on arobin or a
bluebird or an eagle, or any other non-game
bird, let's hope a little voice will remind him:
"That bird belongs to everyone to enjoy; so
you don't have the right to shoot it."

Sharon Bergman
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COLORADO PELICAN FESTIVAL
April 28-30, Greeley

Three Days of Fun. Celebrating Our Wildiife:

» Field trips e Programs

« Workshops « White Pelicans
o Pawnee Nafional Grasslands e Bancguet

« Nature art » Local hot spots
» Merchant discounts » Star gazing

« Our famous Walk-Like-A-Pelican Contest (be sure to enter!)

Eull information: Platte & Prairie Audubon Society, PO Box 3354,

Greeley, CO 80633. Orcall: 303-330-5082 or 303-351-0166.
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THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF
FLATHEAD AUDUBON WISHES YOU ARD
YOUR BIRDING FRIENDS A JOYOUS
HOLIDAY SEASON ©00
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