
Final - Flathead Audubon Society Board of Directors, 11/4/24

FWP Conference Room

Prepared by Michele Tohtz, Secretary

Directors in Attendance: Darcy Thomas, Rod Wallette, Pam Willison, Gael Bissell, Cindy Roberts, Linda Du

Lac, Bob Lee, Ronda Howell, Margaret Parodi, Carole Jorgenson

Others in Attendance: Denny Olson, Dee Baginski, Geri Meireis

The meeting was called to order by President, Darcy Thomas at 5:34 PM

Minutes: There were four corrections to the October minutes. Michele made the corrections and

Carole motioned to accept the amended minutes, Margaret seconded, unanimous approval.

Financial Report:

Rod reviewed the financial report. The Great Fish donations have been received. Rod explained that

$35,000 was moved to savings to earn more interest.

Linda made a motion to accept, Bob seconded, unanimous approval.

Board Meeting Location Change:

Darcy discussed changing the location of the board meetings to allow WIFI access. She will check with

Destiny at United Way to see if this is possible. Cindy will wait to cancel our use of the FWP conference

room. Darcy questioned whether the general meeting time was suitable to all members. Carole

suggested polling the members as to whether the time was acceptable.

The Board meeting location will likely change in December.

Conservation Educator Report:

Denny and Laura Katzman led a field trip to Owen Sowerwine for a group of students from Evergreen

School , and Denny conducted crane viewing at the West Valley Ponds. The Jewel Basin Hawk Watch

video will be shown at an upcoming national conference. The video is not on YouTube yet, but hopefully

will be posted there soon. A workshop for teachers that highlighted using the “trunks” was quite

successful. Montessori field trips are in the planning stages. Denny is scheduled to give a presentation for

the Wildlife Society. The raptor silhouettes are being delivered to East Glacier, where they will be used in

the schools. Glacier High School students will be helping with buckthorn mitigation and the test plot of

treated buckthorn looks successful. The research project there will be continued.

Denny is gathering files that Jess might find valuable, including information about the Senior Institute.

Denny’s position will continue through the first week of December.

Operations Report:

Dee has been maintaining the website, sending the newsletter, and posting the minutes. She is

documenting her duties for Jess.



Operations Education Coordinator Update:

Darcy proposed that the Executive Committee meet with Jess before the December general meeting,

and then Jess could assist Jake during the general meeting. Wednesday, December 18th was suggested as

an alternate day for a “Hello-Goodbye” party. Darcy will see if Bias Brewery is available that day from 4-6

PM. Denny will be training Jess and Cindy will help explain the education kits. Bob reminded everyone

that if Jess’s services are needed, those arrangements should be made through Rod, not Jess directly.

Education:

Cindy has been going through the education materials to organize them for Jess. Jess will need access to

the Educations folder on the website.

Linda asked which files are available to all board members and the general members. It was decided that

not all files need to be available to everyone. Jake is in charge of managing access to the files.

Conservation:

Jess is writing an article for the December PP on Avian Flu that might include information about cleaning

feeders. Carole suggested also including links to plans for bat and butterfly houses that could be made

over the winter. Gael went to the Northwest Montana Climate Network meeting. Steve Thompson wants

to develop a network of groups that are working on climate information. Information is available online

under the Children’s Trust Lawsuit. 350 Montana is organizing a rally, January 24th in Helena, to bring

attention to climate advocacy.

Field Trips:

The Bigfork and Kalispell Christmas Bird Counts are in December. Michell De Leon Tyler might do a field

trip later in December.

Ronda asked if we would meet for breakfast before the Kalispell Christmas Bird Count. Darcy will refer

these questions to Shannon. Pam wondered if Split Rock Café in Bigfork might open early for us to have

breakfast there.

Dee will look for someone who might speak on CWD at the March meeting.

Membership:

Linda reported that we’ve received an extra $147 from the Great Fish Challenge, and she created a new

file, “Red Board Book”, on the Google shared drive. This will include all documents and updates.

Currently there are 477 members; 189 are National members and 288 are Flathead Audubon members.

$325 in donations have been received in memory of Bob Lopp.

Kay Mitchell has requested a three month leave of absence from BOD meetings and board duties. She’ll

return in February.

Newsletter:



Geri rearranged a few items for the newsletter and she will contact Dan Casey about writing an article

about the October Big Day.

January’s newsletter will be Geri’s final issue. Darcy is still looking for a replacement for Geri.

Owen Sowerwine:

Pam doesn’t think it’s feasible to complete the grant application for buckthorn removal in Owen

Sowerwine in two months. It was decided to start the process early next year, form a committee and try

to complete it for 2026. Pam has some questions about the process and will involve Jess as she proceeds.

Darcy suggested Devin Harshbarger for the committee. Mention was made that both buckthorn and

loosestrife are available in nurseries and online for sale.

Pam and Carol Buchan intend to make new bird boxes for West Valley. Ronda suggested potentially

asking local shop students to build bird houses. Denny has good plans that he could share. Pam stressed

that someone will need to adopt the bird boxes to maintain them.

Programs:

Bo Crees will speak about Black Swift ecology in November. Laura Katzman is scheduled to present in

December. Dee will try to find a speaker who can discuss CWD in March.

Outreach and Publicity:

Jake was not present. He continues to manage the website and all other IT concerns.

Conservation Achievement Recognition Update:

A memorial article will be published in December recognizing Bob Lopp’s many achievements. Mike and

Jill Fanning will get a Lifetime Achievement Award. Pam will write articles on the other two award

winners, and ask them when they would like to come to a meeting to receive the awards.

Red Books:

Linda emphasized that the books can be adjusted as we desire. They are for us to use as we see fit.

Avian Flu:

Jess will write an article with pertinent information for the newsletter. Darcy asked about the two

emaciated eagles from West Valley Ponds, but no one knew if they had been infected or not.

Hawk Watch Update:

Dan posted a summary to the “Jewelers” website. Information will be given at the general meeting.

Great Fish Community Challenge Update:

We made a cute video thanking WFCF for their continued support.

United Way office space:



Tours will be given after the general meeting in January of the new office space. Office supplies are still

needed.

The rent is $263/ month; however, we still need internet. The least expensive plan is $49.99/ month with

Spectrum. Darcy will also check with Century Link. Carole asked about Hotspots and whether Jess will

actually need internet service.

Carole made a motion to adjourn, Gael seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 PM.


