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Peeps from the President
By Darcy Thomas

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a 
wondrous holiday season and that you were 
able to get out and see some pretty birds. 

There have been some recent changes in 
the taxonomic classification of birds based on 
their characteristics, distribution, and genetics 
that you may like to know about. Some bird 
species were “split” into two or more species while 
others were “lumped” from multiple species into one. 
This was not done to confuse you and keep you on your 
toes. Rather, as our understanding of birds increases, it 
makes sense to group them according to attributes and 
similarities. The Cornell Lab of Ornithology has updated 
eBird and other applications to help you keep track of 
these changes and make it easier for you as a birder. 
Worldwide there are three newly described species, 141 
species gained because of splits, and 16 species lost 
through lumps, resulting in a net gain of 128 species and 
a new total of 11,145 species.

For a complete list of all taxonomic changes, check out 
the 2024 eBird Taxonomy Update page. Thankfully, there 
are just a few birds recognized in Montana that have 
been affected by these taxonomic changes.

Research has revealed that the members of the Accipiter 
genus are not closely related. Cooper’s Hawk and 
American Goshawk along with several hawks from other 

parts of the world were moved to the genus 
Astur. They were placed together because 
of their hefty size, their slow wing beats, and 
their similar cries. The only true Accipiter in our 
part of the world is the Sharp-shinned Hawk. 
Herring Gull will be split into four species. Of 
these four, the American Herring Gull can 
be found in Montana. This change was made 

because geographically separate populations of these 
large-bodied, white-headed gulls do not interbreed as 
extensively as once thought. The House Wren is to 
be divided into seven species. Two are found in the 
Americas. The wren we know in Montana is now called 
the Northern House Wren. Barn Owls have been split 
into three species. The Barn Owl we see in North America 
including Montana is now the American Barn Owl. As 
Barn Owl screeches become decoded we are likely to see 
more splits in the future. Until now there have been three 
Redpoll species. No longer. The Common, Hoary, and 
Lesser Redpolls are now just called Redpoll (Acanthis 
flammea). This lumping is because their differences in 
appearance is controlled by a single “supergene”. They 
lack genomic distinctiveness. 

So, there you have it. I do encourage you to read the 
eBird update page for more detailed information on the 
subject. It may be a good idea to markup your bird guides 
with this current information.	 — Happy Birding!

JANUARY AUDUBON CALENDAR
Monday, January 6, 5:30pm. FAS Board of Directors 
Meeting. Public Meeting Room, Fish, Wildlife & Parks 
building, 490 N. Meridian Rd., Kalispell. You may bring 
your dinner.

Monday, Jan. 6. The Montana Legislative Session 
Opens. See page 6.

Monday, Jan. 13, 7pm. Flathead Audubon General 
Meeting. Gateway Community Center, US Hwy. 2 West, 
Kalispell. East side of Gateway Mall along Glenwood Dr. 
All are welcome. To join remotely, see page 3.

Saturday, Jan. 18, 9am-1pm. Winter River Bottomland 

Winter Walk: Birds, Tracks, and Sign. See page 5.

Tuesday, Jan. 21, 10:30am-12:30pm. North Shore 
Waterfowl Protection Area Field Trip. See page 5.

Friday, Jan. 24, 11am-2pm. Climate Advocacy Day, 
Montana State Capitol, Helena. See page 7.

SAVE THE DATE! 
Sunday, March 23-Monday, March 24. Freezout Lake 
and the Snow Goose Migration, Choteau. See page 7.

Friday, May 30-Sunday, June 1. Wings Across the Big 
Sky Birding Festival, Missoula. See page 6.

Photo by Rob Thomas

https://ebird.org/news/2024-taxonomy-update
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A flock of 
waxwings 
dart from their 
restive perches 
chased by an 
agile hunter of 
the sky. Within 
minutes they 
return, but their 
rest is brief. The 
winged hunter 

swoops in again, flushing them into the sky. The predator, 
in close pursuit, uses its long tail as a rudder to maneuver 
through the trees. It dashes and swerves. Crack! A bone 
has snapped in its chest as it bursts through a branch. 
This doesn’t slow it down. With a surge of speed, the 
hunter snatches a waxwing with sharp talons then flies 
to a perch where it squeezes the bird until it dies, then 
plucks the feathers. Now the hunter begins tearing flesh 
and the meal begins.

Cooper’s Hawks, Astur cooperii, once in the genus 
Accipiter, has been moved to the genus Astur as of 
October 2024. (For more taxonomic information please 
refer to https://ebird.org/news/2024-taxonomy-update).

Cooper’s Hawks are medium-sized, have broad, rounded 
wings and a very long tail. Adults have steely blue-gray 
feathers above and warm reddish bars on the underparts. 
Juveniles are brown above with vertical brown streaks 
underneath. They prey mostly on other birds and hunt 
both from perches and on the wing. Hunting perches are 
usually hidden in dense cover. They watch and wait until 
their prey is unaware, then swoop in low and fast to take 
them by surprise. When hunting on the wing they use the 
dense cover of trees to stealthily pursue their prey. They 
can maneuver through the trees by using their tail as a 
rudder for agile turns.  

During the breeding season, these hawks take their 
prey to a traditional plucking post within the breeding 
pair’s territory. After first squeezing the bird to death, 
they remove the feathers with their beak. Their bill is not 
notched so they are unable to kill prey with it. Sometimes 
they submerse and drown their prey before plucking 
them. When they are caring for young, both parents will 
cache surplus food on branches near the nest. While 
dependent on birds for at least 70 percent of their diet 
they will also eat small mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
fish, and insects. 

Cooper’s Hawk – A Fierce Hunter
By Darcy Thomas

BIRD OF THE MONTH

Cooper’s Hawks often sustain injuries related to their 
hunting style. Coracoid bone fractures (chest bone 
fractures) are common as the hawks burst through tree 
branches after their prey. Studies show 23 percent of 
Cooper’s Hawks have evidence of healed bone fractures. 

During Jewel Basin Hawk Watch (JBHW) you are likely 
to see migrating Cooper’s Hawks. Volunteers at JBHW 
counted 568 during the 2024 season. Cooper’s Hawks 
are native to the Americas and breed from the southern 
parts of Canada south to northern Mexico. While some 
individual birds stay in their home territory year-round, 
birds from the northern part of their range migrate to 
warmer locations in the fall before winter sets in and prey 
becomes scarce. Some migrate as far as Central America 
or even Colombia. 

Cooper’s Hawks prefer deciduous woodlands with aspen, 
cottonwood, and box elder and will nest in a mixed forest 
with stands of Ponderosa Pines and Douglas firs. During 
winter they hunt in open forests and even in towns. 

To tell the difference 
between Cooper’s 
Hawks and the look-
alike Sharp-shinned 
Hawks look at their 
tails. Cooper’s Hawks 
have rounded tails 
while sharpies have 
squared off tails. Next, 
look at their heads. 
Cooper’s Hawks have 
larger, blockier heads than sharpies. Nape feathers on 
adult Cooper’s Hawks are light in color giving them the 
appearance of wearing a cap. Sharpie’s have dark nape 
feathers and appear to be wearing a hoodie. In flight, 
Cooper’s Hawks look somewhat like a cross-shape with 
their head sticking out beyond the front edge of the wings. 
Sharpies look more t-shaped with their small heads 
somewhat in alignment with the front edge of their wings.

Size can be deceiving, but generally Cooper’s Hawks 
are about the size of a crow, while Sharp-shinned Hawks 
are about the size of a Blue Jay. Females are larger than 
males. Learning to tell the difference between these two 
birds really boils down to experience. Give yourself grace 
and time to learn. 

Photo by Evan Lipton

Photo by Michael O’Brien

(continued on page 9) 

https://ebird.org/news/2024-taxonomy-update
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Find More Birds in Flathead Valley
Presented by Jake Bramante, Flathead Audubon Board Member

JANUARY PROGRAM

JANUARY MEETING FAS

Videos of previous FAS meeting programs 
are available at 

https://flatheadaudubon.org/videos.

With over 300 possible bird species to 
be found in the Flathead Valley, it can be 
an exciting place to find birds. The quest 
to find as many birds as possible in the 
Flathead isn’t just some vanity quest, but a 
great way to get to know birds, the valley’s 
many ecotypes, and how it all changes 
throughout the year. We’ll discuss winter 
birds, spring migration, food preferences, 
nesting, hot spots, and fall migration.

Join Jake Bramante, Flathead Audubon board member 
and bird nerd, as he takes us through the seasons and 
locations around the valley. You’ll walk away with some 
new strategies for finding birds in the slower times of 

winter, ways to find rarities, and an overall 
increased enthusiasm toward birding in our 
big, varied backyard!

Jake was raised in Northwestern Montana, 
bordering Forest Service land where he 
spent many hours playing in and around 
with his younger brother. After college in 
Arizona, he moved back to Montana with a 

renewed passion for the outdoors, spending an entire 
summer hiking all of Glacier National Park’s trails. From 
that project, his interest in birds took off. He spends time 
hiking, climbing, birding, and volunteering with various 
citizen science efforts.

Photo provided by 
Jake Bramante

Highlights from the December 2, 2024 Board of Directors Meeting
By Linda Du Lac, Substitute Secretary

Rod Wallette reviewed the December 1, 2024 Financial Report. The board passed a motion to accept and 
approve.

The board passed a motion to approve a donation of $1,250 made to Montana Audubon this year, to use during 
the Montana State Legislative session for monitoring and reporting on issues that affect the resource areas of 
legislative, administrative, and executive policies on our behalf.

Our Birds of Prey education kit is being used by an educator in East Glacier Park.

The Jewel Basin Hawk Watch video is available for view on YouTube. A link can be found on the FAS website.

Our new Education Coordinator, Jess Garby, briefed the Board about her work history and training. Her start date 
was December 9, 2024.

We will continue our hybrid meetings this month and continue through the fall/winter for the remainder of the year. For 
those coming to the meeting on January 13, we’ll meet in Room 26 of the Gateway Mall (United Way building) at 7pm. 
This room is on the east side of the building along Glenwood Drive in Kalispell. Look for our banner outside.

For those joining virtually, when you use the link, you will eventually be let into a “waiting room” where you will then 
be added to the meeting by the host. Please sign in with your name when you enter the room so we know to admit 
you. You will be muted when you first join the meeting. You can use your computer’s microphone and speakers (most 
computers have both), and this is the preferred way to join. You can also get an audio connection to the meeting 
without the Zoom visual capability by using your phone.

For information on how to attend by Zoom, or how to get an audio connection by phone, contact jake@flatheadaudubon.
org.

https://flatheadaudubon.org/videos
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By Dan Casey

Rare and Notables – November/December 2024

Real winter weather had yet to make an appearance by 
December 15, and a few of the notables were lingering 
species not often seen this time of year. These included 
two Long-billed Dowitchers in Creston November 15 
(Craig H.), a Turkey Vulture in Rollins Nov. 20 (Dan 
C.), a Spotted Towhee at a Polson feeder Dec. 1-11 
(Bradon L.), and a Yellow-headed Blackbird in the usual 
blackbird flock near Egan Slough Dec. 9 (Craig H.), found 
again near Somers during the Bigfork CBC Dec. 14 (Dan 
C.). Most of the rest of the notable birds were waterfowl, 
gulls or raptors, as is typical for the season. The female 
Black Scoter found Nov. 15 at Mission Reservoir was 
seen through Nov. 20. A number of Ferruginous Hawks 
were reported, including one near Proctor found Nov. 17 
(Braydon L.) and still present as of Dec. 13 (Nolan W.). 
Others were at Irvine Flats near Polson Dec. 3 (Josh C.) 
and near Round Butte west of Ronan Dec. 3-11 (James 
M.). A Long-tailed Duck on Lake Mary Ronan was 
present from at least Nov. 24 through Dec. 13 (Braydon 
L.). Ninepipe Reservoir hosted seven Greater White-
fronted Geese Nov. 26-30 (Braydon L.) and a single 
Snow Goose Dec. 15 (Dan C.); the latter was new to 
the Ninepipe CBC list. An immature Peregrine Falcon 

was seen hunting pigeons in Ronan Dec. 5 (Dan S.). A 
Bonaparte’s Gull photographed in the Flathead Lake 
Waterfowl Production Area (Shawn R.) on Dec. 14 was 
new to the Bigfork CBC list. Three Iceland (Thayer’s) 
Gulls and two Short-billed (Mew) Gulls were also 
found on the North Shore during the count (Shawn R., 
Dan C.). The first Glaucous Gull of the season was at 
the Flathead County Landfill Dec. 9 (Dan C.). See also: 
https://ebird.org/region/US-MT-029?yr=all.

What to Expect - January 2025

As we truly enter winter, local birders are best advised 
to search for raptors in the open country, waterfowl on 
whatever open water remains, and birds attracted to 
feeders and fruiting shrubs and trees. It remains to be 
seen if “winter finch” numbers will pick up; reports of 
Redpoll, Evening Grosbeak, Pine Grosbeak, Red 
Crossbill and White-winged Crossbill have been 
scant to non-existent so far this winter. Cone crops look 
poor, but birch catkins may attract some of these birds, 
particularly Redpolls. There were very few reports of 
Bohemian Waxwings prior to the first CBC weekend, but 
we would expect those to increase, and there appears 
to be no shortage of mountain ash fruits for them to find. 
Watch for Merlins attending the flocks!

Flathead Audubon Society Prepares for its 50th Birthday
By Ben Long

Flathead Audubon Society (FAS) is 
approaching its 50th Birthday! We 
are planning a big celebration, and 
you can help.

FAS took shape back in 1977 when 
it emerged from the Bigfork Bird 
Club. This makes 2027 our half-
century mark and a milestone well 
worth celebrating!

We will also be celebrating 50 years of accomplishments 
- 50 years of sharing and celebrating birds, advocating 
conservation of birds and their habitat, and advocating for 
science and education.

Our Flathead Audubon 50th Anniversary committee 
consists of four members: Linda Winnie, Linda Du 
Lac, Karen Nichols and me. Together we have been 
planning a special publication that will encapsulate the 
organization’s history and accomplishments, with an eye 
toward inspiring today’s generation for the next 50 years 
of success. 

Would you like to help? Great! Here 
are some ideas:

If you have memories or documents 
from the early days of Flathead 
Audubon, or photographs or other 
images from past gatherings or 
events involving FAS, please let us 
know.

If you would like to join our committee or contribute to our 
publication, you are welcome.

Stay tuned to upcoming issues of the Pileated Post for 
short highlights from Flathead Audubon’s first 50 years, 
and for more news about the celebration. 

FAS is more than just a conservation group. We are a 
community, knitted together by shared joy in nature and 
mutual love for this amazing landscape. By building on 
past successes, we can ensure the best is still to come.

To reach the FAS 50th Celebration committee, contact 
history@flatheadaudubon.org.

Photo by Bob Smith

https://ebird.org/region/US-MT-029?yr=all
mailto:history%40flatheadaudubon.org?subject=
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WINTER RIVER BOTTOMLAND WINTER WALK: BIRDS, TRACKS, and SIGN, Saturday, January 18, 
9am - 1pm. (Weather permitting). Join Jess Garby, FAS Education Coordinator and Pam Willison, Owen 
Sowerwine chairwoman for a winter walk through the Owen Sowerwine area. This is a good location for 
woodpeckers, Bald Eagles, chickadees, nuthatches, Pine Grosbeaks, American Robins, and mixed flocks 
of Bohemian and Cedar Waxwings. We will be looking up, down, and all around, to see what other critters 
have been in the area and leaving “sign” in the form of tracks, scat, digging, foraging, rubbing, and beds. 
We will also see what the flora and the river are doing for the winter. Dress in layers to match the weather 
and wear sturdy/warm footwear. Bring binoculars and a daypack for water and snacks. Snowshoes or ice cleats and/
or hiking poles would be helpful in deep snow or icy conditions (you will receive more information about this closer to 
the date). This is a family-friendly event (ages 5+) and there is limited space. We will meet in the parking lot of Kalispell 
Montessori, 349 Willow Glen Drive and walk from there. Sign up is required, e-mail jess@flatheadaudubon.org  or text/
call with questions to (732) 330-1367. This field trip will be rescheduled if the weather is severe.

NORTH SHORE WATERFOWL PROTECTION AREA, Tuesday, Jan. 21, 10:30am - 12:30pm.  Join Darcy Thomas, 
Ronda Howell, and Margaret Parodi to explore this unique ecological area in our own backyard. Encompassing over 
1,800 acres, the WPA is a wonderful mix of habitats. We are likely to see eagles as well as both Rough-legged and 
Red-tailed Hawks. American Tree Sparrows are possible in the thickets, and you never know who might pop up in, or 
around, the frozen marsh areas, perhaps a Marsh Wren! Closer to the lake, there is a great mix of Ponderosa Pine, 
aspen stands, birch, and larch trees, where it is possible to find chickadees, all three of our native nuthatches, and a 
variety of woodpecker species, and maybe even a Great Horned Owl. The dense thickets along the sloughs provide 
great cover for birds such as Long-eared Owls. If conditions are right, we may walk along the frozen lakeshore, or 
several miles along the paths and dikes. Wear sturdy, water-resistant boots with traction devices or bring hiking poles. 
Bring binoculars or a spotting scope (if you have one and are willing to carry it). Wear warm layers, bring snacks and 
water/beverages. Restrooms are available at the Somers Beach State Park parking lot. To sign up contact Ronda at 
(919) 880-1053, or ronda@flatheadaudubon.org or Margaret at (406) 837-1371, or mrparodi@charter.net. Please provide 
both a phone number and e-mail as we may have to reschedule if the weather is harsh.

JANUARY 2025 FIELD TRIPS

Creston National Fish Hatchery and Jessup Pond Field Trip
By Michell DeLeon Tyler

Our December 1st field trip at the Creston 
National Fish Hatchery opened up new 
opportunities for us to see birds and 
waterfowl at the Mill Creek Pond. It is always 
enlightening to have a new adventure and 
new territory to add to a birding experience.

It was fairly quiet at the hatchery initially, but 
as the temperature began to rise above 30 
degrees, it warmed not only us, but it warmed up the birds 
as well and they began to emerge from their last night’s 
roost. We could hear the chatter of a Belted Kingfisher in 
the distance. The Great Blue Heron lifted from Mill Creek 
and flew up into the top of a Douglas-fir and perched itself 
there. Soon after, the kingfisher was on the move, flying 
from here to there and perching on the power lines, then 
to a tree and next to a branch along the creek, chattering 
from one destination to the next.

We moved on to Jessup Pond around 11am. Three 
Eurasian Collared-Doves were sitting on the top branches 
of a blue spruce. In a farm field next to the pond, we 
saw Wild Turkeys and two Red-tailed Hawks perched on 
ponderosa pines in the distance.

We could hear Canada Geese and Mallards 
as we walked along the pond. Soon 
we could see the Canada Geese in the 
water and standing on logs in the pond. 
As we ventured further we came across 
goldeneyes, Hooded Mergansers, Common 
Mergansers and the Mallards we had been 
hearing. Three Bald Eagles, two adults and 
one first-year juvenile, sat high in the top 

of a Western larch watching all that was going on below 
them…including us. The water in the pond was clear and 
turquoise blue, the watercress a vibrant green and the 
waterfowl seemed happy to be there.

On our return, we came across fox prints on a snow-
covered log, discovered by Otto, a birder new to FAS. A 
male and a female Northern Shoveler soon appeared and 
then we were able to watch the American Dipper…dip, 
dip, dipping. What a fun way to end our field trip.

Many thanks to all who joined in…we had a lot of fun. 
Several who attended the field trip were new to birding 
and Flathead Audubon. I hope they join in on future 
field trips and will continue to take part in enjoying our 
beautiful birds, waterfowl and raptors.

Photo by Otto B.

mailto:jess%40flatheadaudubon.org%20?subject=
mailto:ronda%40flatheadaudubon.org?subject=
mailto:mrparodi%40charter.net?subject=
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Are you estate planning, looking to leave a legacy, or just want to make a contribution toward conservation? FAS has 
a permanent endowment fund through the Whitefish Community Foundation. By donating to the endowment fund, you 
qualify for part, or all, of the Montana Qualified Endowment Credit. For more information, contact Alan Davis at the 
Whitefish Community Foundation, 406-863-1781, or visit their website www.whitefishcommunityfoundation.org.

Montana Legislature Permanent Funding
By Gael Bissell

Flathead Audubon Society (FAS) Endowment Fund
By Rod Wallette

Permanent funding for conservation 
easements and Habitat Montana 
tops the Montana Audubon priority 
list for the 2025 Legislature!

Montana Audubon and the Montana 
Wildlife Federation have agreed to jointly fund a full-time 
experienced lobbyist for the 2025 legislative session. 
Tom Jacobson has over 30 years of experience in the 
nonprofit, public, and business sectors. He served 10 
years in the Montana legislature first in the House and 
most recently in the Senate, passing dozens of key 
pieces of legislation with bipartisan support. 

Tom’s lobbying efforts will focus on: 

	 Permanent Conservation Easement Authorization 
to ensure long-term protection of Montana’s wildlife 
habitats.

	 Secure Funding for Habitat Montana to prevent 
any fiscal erosion or diversion of core funding for Habitat 
Montana. 

	 Advocate for Expanded Scope and Purpose of 
Marijuana Revenue to allocate a portion of the marijuana 
tax revenues for parks, trails, non-game species, and 
wildlife habitats and prevent the diversion of these funds 
to unrelated purposes. 

	 Other efforts include supporting expansion of 
the Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program (WHIP), 
advocating for wildlife crossings, and supporting coalition 
efforts. 

Lobbying does help get good bills passed and bad bills 
killed, but your input to your legislators makes the most 
impact! It is easier than ever to talk to or leave messages 
for your legislators through Montana Audubon’s Action 
Alert emails. Throughout the session, you’ll receive 
regular emails that share updates on priority bills, 
resources for testifying and reaching lawmakers, and 
information to help you make an impact. 

The 69th Montana legislative session opens on 
January 6. Sign up for Montana Audubon’s Action Alert 
emails to stay informed and engaged, mtaudubon.org/
conservation-policy/action-alert/

http://www.whitefishcommunityfoundation.org
http://mtaudubon.org/conservation-policy/action-alert/
http://mtaudubon.org/conservation-policy/action-alert/
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Freezout Lake and the Snow Geese Migration 2025
By Bob Lee

Snow Geese and other waterfowl will soon move from the 
wintering grounds to their arctic breeding grounds.  Many 
stop over at Freezout Lake Wildlife Management Area 
(WMA) near Choteau, to rest and rejuvenate for a few 
days before continuing their northward journey. Flathead 
Audubon will make the trip on Sunday, March 23 through 
Monday, March 24.

We will meet at 10am on Sunday in the Evergreen 
Burger King parking lot, 1363 U.S. Hwy 2 E. (corner of 
Hwys. 2 and 35). I will provide a suggested schedule 
and route. We’ll proceed to Choteau, birding along the 
way.  We should arrive in time for some afternoon goose 
watching. After a night in Choteau, we’ll head back out 
to Freezout just before daybreak on Monday to watch 
the “mass ascension” of Snow Geese from the WMA 
ponds. Then we’ll search out birds in the local agricultural 
fields for closer observations. After the morning’s birding, 
participants can return to Kalispell in the afternoon at their 
own pace.

In recent years, there has been an extraordinary 
number of people coming to watch this Snow Goose 
phenomenon. There is no indication of how many 
geese might be there this year. Please make your own 
arrangements for lodging and make them early, as 
these places tend to fill up quickly. Primitive camping is 
available at the Freezout Lake WMA; if there are lots 
of people, these sites may fill up quickly as well. Local 
motel options include the Stage Stop Inn (406-466-
5900), Gunther Motel (406-466-5444), and Big Sky Motel 

(406-466-5318). An Airbnb cabin is also available in 
Bowman’s Corner (andrewgertge@gmail.com).

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks (FWP) now requires 
that anyone who recreates on state lands have a 
Conservation License. These are available through the 
FWP website: http://fwp.mt.gov or license dealers. The cost 
is $8 for residents, $4 for youths and seniors, and $10 
for nonresidents. A tip - wait until after the March 1 new 
license year to purchase your license, so it will be valid 
for the FAS trip dates.

To sign up and for more information, please contact me 
at, RML3@centurytel.net. Note that I will be out of town for 
part of this time, and it may take a while to respond.

Conservation Corner: Climate Advocacy Day
By Gael Bissell

Mark your calendars and join in for a day of action at the 
Montana State Capitol, 1301 East 6th Avenue, Helena, 
on Friday, January 24, from 11am to 2pm, to rally for the 
climate.

Coordinated by Families for a Livable Climate, over 
a dozen organizations are working together to make 
a powerful impact on our 150 Montana legislators to 
increase their awareness of this critical issue and to 
advance Montana’s climate solutions. The goal for 2025 
is to bring together 500 plus participants, deepening 
community connections and advancing Montana’s climate 
solutions, through inspiring speakers, education, and 
family-friendly activities.

For more information and to RSVP, go to 
https://livableclimate.org/events/2025/1/24/
climate-advocacy-day-save-the-date. 

PROTECT OUR HOME

BUILD A BETTER FUTURE TOGETHER

CLIMATE ADVOCACY DAY
JANUARY 24TH, 2025 | MONTANA CAPITOL, HELENA

LEARN MORE
& RSVP

Photo by Susie Waldron

http://fwp.mt.gov
mailto:RML3%40centurytel.net?subject=
https://livableclimate.org/events/2025/1/24/climate-advocacy-day-save-the-date
https://livableclimate.org/events/2025/1/24/climate-advocacy-day-save-the-date
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I am so excited to officially 
start my role as the Education 
Coordinator for Flathead Audubon! 
Most of you know I have been 
an avian seasonal technician 
since 2019, holding a variety of 

education and research positions throughout Florida, 
Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho. In each of these 
positions, the end date loomed over my head, yet my 
ideas for the programs and projects were long term. Now 
that I am finally in a permanent position, I can give all my 
efforts to the wonderful organization of Flathead Audubon 
Society (FAS)! 

The programming that Denny Olson developed over the 
past eight plus years will continue to live on with the work 
that I do in the schools and our community. My first few 
days at FAS have been spent training with Denny, as well 
as diving into the many files, programs, and materials 
he left behind. I am looking forward to using his tools to 
build my own programming! Since receiving the job offer, 
I have had a flurry of ideas enter my head at all times of 
the day and night. I hope to spread the word of FAS and 
the love of birds to new audiences through my creative 
ideas. Some of my ideas include weekly bird themed 
children’s book readings at the library, creating an FAS 
based citizen science project, a biannual bird poetry 
reading, and more.

In the future, you can expect to see me in schools in 
and around Flathead Valley, educating students of all 
ages, backgrounds, and experiences. I’d like to expand 
our programming to include more schools in Whitefish, 
Columbia Falls, and the nearby reservations, in hopes to 
diversify our audience. I will be working with the tribes to 
learn what type of education programming we can help 
with, as well as working with Flathead Land Trust on field 
trips in Pablo, Ronan, and the Mission Valley. I am looking 
forward to leading the Birds of Northwest Montana 
course at Flathead Valley Community College every 
Friday, beginning in February. Outside of the classroom, 
I will be representing FAS at community events, with 
local organizations and non-profits, and will be involved 
with nature-based boards, such as the STEAM Alliance 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Math) and 
Flathead CORE (Community of Resource Educators). 

I will also be working on a variety of operational tasks, 
such as operating the AV equipment at the monthly 
meetings, writing press releases, creating and sharing 
outreach materials, managing distribution of the monthly 
newsletter, posting content on FAS social media sites, 
and coordinating group use requests at Owen Sowerwine. 

I can’t wait to get into the nitty gritty of my position here at 
FAS. Stay tuned for monthly updates of my progress as 
the Education Coordinator! 

Nest Notes
By Jess Garby, Education Coordinator

Photo by Michell DeLeon Tyler

Living in the Flathead
By Carole Jorgensen

Those of us lucky 
enough to live in the 
beautiful Flathead 

Valley live in close proximity to the habitats we share 
with our human, plant and critter neighbors.  That 
privilege comes with the opportunity and responsibility to 
live in balance with our environment. 

Two new exceptional handouts have been released by 
the 25 contributing partners of the Living in Flathead 
group, led by the Flathead Lakers.  Flathead Audubon 
contributed to the Living with Wildlife guide, coming 
soon. Living with Fire consolidates information on the 
value of fire, ways to reduce unintended wildfire risks, 
help for landowners, and resources on where and how 
to live safely and responsibly in our beautiful Flathead 
Valley, a natural fire ecosystem.

The Living by Water handout provides similar information 
on how our watersheds function and how to live safely 
and sustainably around the many lakes, rivers, streams 
and wetlands that make the Flathead special.  The guide 
provides information about water quality and how to 
maintain it, guidance on avoiding pollution and invasives, 
the value of riparian systems and resources for help 
with septic systems, non-point pollution and waterwise 
techniques.

These two guides concisely summarize the even more 
complete information on the LivinginFlathead.org website.  
Copies of the guides will be available at our Flathead 
Audubon meetings until they run out.  Or you can 
download the guides on the Take Action page from the 
LivinginFlathead.org website.  Read, heed, and share with 
your neighbors!

http://Living with Fire
http://LivinginFlathead.org
http://LivinginFlathead.org
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SPECIAL GIFT DONATION FORM

In memory of ________________________________
In honor of __________________________________
Please send a notification of this gift to:
Name ______________________________________
Address ____________________________________
City  _______________________________________
State ___________ ZIP________________________

Donor’s Name _______________________________
Address ____________________________________
City  _______________________________________
State ___________ ZIP________________________
    Please do not acknowledge my gift in the Post

Please make checks payable to:
Flathead Audubon Society

P.O. Box 9173
Kalispell, MT 59904

Your gift is tax deductible.
Flathead Audubon Society is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3)

organization. Our federal tax ID number is 81-0447830.

COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Conservation	 Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org

Beth Gardner cutthroat@montanasky.net
Education 	 Vacant
Field Trips	 Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org
	 Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org
Finance 	 Rod Wallette rod@flatheadaudubon.org
Great Fish 	 Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org
Membership 	 Linda Du Lac lindadulac@flatheadaudubon.org
Newsletter
Nominations 	 Bob Lee bob@flatheadaudubon.org
Owen Sowerwine  Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org
	 Pam Willison pam@flatheadaudubon.org
Outreach	 Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org
Programs	 Ronda Howell ronda@flatheadaudubon.org

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
	 Jess Garby jess@flatheadaudubon.org

FAS REP ON MT AUDUBON BOARD
	 Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org

OFFICERS
President	 Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org
Vice-President	 Pam Willison pam@flatheadaudubon.org
Past President	 Vacant
Secretary	 Michele Tohtz michele@flatheadaudubon.org
Treasurer 	 Rod Wallette rod@flatheadaudubon.org

DIRECTORS
2022-2025 Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org
2021-2027 Kay Mitchell kay@flatheadaudubon.org
2021-2027 Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org
2022-2025 Bridger Donaldson bridger@flatheadaudubon.org
2022-2025 Shannon Donaldson shannon@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2027 Ronda Howell ronda@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Linda Du Lac lindadulac@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Bob Lee bob@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Carole Jorgensen carole@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Cindy Roberts cindy@flatheadaudubon.org
2023-2026 Tom Roberts yellranger@yahoo.com

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY
t

THE PILEATED POST is published monthly September through May in paper and digital forms. It is mailed or emailed to FAS 
members and supporters, and available at https://flatheadaudubon.org. Deadline for newsletter copy is the 16th of each month.
Content Editor
Layout Editor 	 Susie Waldron susie@flatheadaudubon.org
Bird of the Month Editor 	 Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org

Mail Distribution 	 Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org
Email Distribution Jess Garby jess@flatheadaudubon.org

A SPECIAL GIFT is a way to honor or commemorate 
someone special to you by supporting Flathead 
Audubon’s local projects in their name. Special gifts are 
acknowledged in this space each month with the name of 
the donor and the person honored.

TRIBUTE GIFTS

In Memory of Bob Lopp

Franklin Schroeter
Three Rivers Bank

Winter is a great time of 
year to view raptors and 
improve your identification 
skills. With leafless 
trees and the barren 
landscape raptors are more 
conspicuous. With fewer 
daylight hours and lower 
prey abundance, raptors 
hunt with purpose and 
intensity. This makes them 
easier to view.

Birds of the World

Bird of the Month
(continued from page 2)
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	 Extra $15 funds local projects.

 Please mail me a paper copy.
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