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Thanks, Susie Waldron
Our 2024 Conservation Achievement Recognition Volunteer of the Year

By Pam Willison

Susie Waldron will be presented with
Flathead Audubon’s 2024 Volunteer of the
Year Award at the upcoming February 10
FAS meeting.

If you've read a Pileated Post newsletter,
you’ve probably noticed the impressive
quality. For the past couple years, each
newsletter has had Susie’s fingerprints all
over it, making it a really great newsletter.
Behind the scenes, Susie does the layout for each
newsletter issue, which involves way more than cutting
and pasting a story to a page. There are many design
decisions about story formatting and placement, use

of color, accents, backgrounds, and borders, selection
of font style, size, and color for titles, adding artwork or
photos, and updating all the monthly details. When you
read the next newsletter give a moment of thought to the
graphic design work that makes it so eye-appealing and
enjoyable to read.

Susie Waldron grew up in Tucson, AZ, then moved to
Santa Cruz, CA in the 1970s. While there, she was the
Chair of the Sierra Club Population Committee, served on
the Board of the Valley Women’s Club (VWC), which ran
the recycling program in the Santa Cruz Mountains, and
chaired the VWC Environmental Committee.

After working as a court reporter for 10 years, she started
her own business as a scopist/editor for other court
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reporters. She also worked as a graphic artist
for a local Santa Cruz weekly newspaper.

Susie had driven through Montana in the ‘90s
and fell in love with the state. She eventually
moved to Montana in 2000, when she was
able to continue her scopist work online, a
fairly novel concept at that time. Fortunately,
Susie brought her passion for supporting
wildlife along with her; she has served on the
Board of Montana Wilderness Association, and became a
founding member of Headwaters Montana.

In 2017 Susie updated her graphic skills by attending
FVCC and earning an Associate of Arts degree in graphic
design. She reports that she is delighted to put her skills
to work volunteering for Flathead Audubon!

Susie enjoys anything outdoors: hiking, biking, kayaking,
skiing, snowshoeing, running, or just reading on her
patio on a warm summer night. She recently has starting
traveling more, enjoying a bike trip in France and a trip to
Norway, and would like to visit Italy next.

In addition to the newsletter, Susie has done the design
work on various FAS posters, brochures, and displays.
Her images have shaped our “image” in the Flathead
community in many positive ways. She makes us look
good! Susie has been very generous with her skills and
time, and we want to say thank you and let her know how
much we appreciate her. Thank you, Susie!

FEBRUARY AUDUBON CAI.EIIDAR

Monday, Feb. 3, 5:30pm. FAS Board of Directors
Meeting. Gateway Community Center Room 26, US Hwy
2 West, Kalispell. (East side of Gateway West Mall along
Glenwood Dr.) You may bring your dinner.

Friday, Feb. 7, 6pm. Wingspan Board Game Night.
Gateway Community Center Room 26, US Hwy 2

West, Kalispell. (East side of Gateway West Mall along
Glenwood Dr.) RSVP required. For more information, see
page 5.

Monday, Feb. 10, 7pm. Flathead
Audubon General Meeting. Gateway
Community Center Room 26, US

Hwy 2 West, Kalispell. (East side of
Gateway West Mall along Glenwood
Dr.) The public is welcome. For program
information and to join remotely, see page 3.

*
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Sunday, Feb. 23, 9am-approx. 3pm. Mission Valley
Raptors Field Trip. See page 5.
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Pigeons Not So Common
By Linda Hunt

We each may
have a unique
bird species
that got us
interested in all
birds. For me,
it was Rock
Pigeons. These
birds launched
my fascination
in 1954 when |
was 3 years old. My grandmother gave me bread to feed
her backyard pigeons. | was amazed that wild birds would
gather around my feet. | was hooked!

Photo by Brad Imhoff

Rock Pigeons are a member of the bird family,
Columbidae. They are also called dove pigeons and
common pigeons. There is nothing ordinary about
pigeons! Rock Pigeons have a long history of interaction
with humans, serving as messengers, pets, and

even symbols in various cultures. Their adaptability,
intelligence, and strong homing instincts make them
useful. For example, the news agency Reuters started
using pigeons to fill a communication gap between Berlin
and Paris when Paul Julius Reuter began transferring
messages using Rock Pigeons. Speedier than the post
train, pigeons gave Reuter faster access to financial news
from the Paris Stock Exchange.

Rock Pigeons are usually bluish-gray with two black
bands on the wing and a black tip to the tail. Most birds
have iridescent throat feathers. They are larger than a
mourning dove and smaller than a crow. Rock Pigeons
are tubby birds with small heads and short legs. Wings
are broad but pointed. The tail is wide and rounded.
Their plumage is highly variable, and it's common to
see varieties ranging from all-white to rusty brown. Wing
patterns may include two bars, dark spots, or can be
plain. These birds are easy to identify by sound. They
have soft, throaty coos.

In Montana, Rock Pigeons are found in cities and towns,
or on farms with livestock. Rock Pigeons stay close to
humans, agriculture, grain silos, industrial parks, rail
yards, and occasionally rocky cliffs. They are found in
city parks where children and older people enjoy feeding
them.

Rock Pigeons mate for life. In courtship, a male spreads
its tail, puffs up its chest, and struts about, often strutting
in circles around the female, repeatedly bowing and

cooing. The male chooses the nesting site. They nest on
sheltered ledges in cities and around human dwellings.
Females build the nests with materials supplied by males.
It is a platform of twigs and grass. They may use the
same site repeatedly, adding to the nest each time.

The female lays two white eggs. Incubation is by both
parents for 16-19 days. Parents feed young pigeons,
called squabs, milk that both parents produce. Chicks
transition to a mix of regurgitated seeds and grains.
Parental feeding continues for several weeks as the
chicks mature. This specialized diet and attentive
parenting allow Rock Pigeon chicks to grow quickly and
prepare for independent living. Maintaining a clean nest is
crucial for the young birds’ survival. Chicks leave the nest
at about 25-32 days, or later in cold weather. A pair may
raise five or more broods per year.

While their diverse diet
helps them thrive in
cities, overindulging in
processed human foods
can negatively impact
their health. Rock
Pigeons employ clever
foraging techniques to
satisfy their nutritional
needs, using their
sharp beaks to peck and scratch the soil for tasty seeds
and grains. Their adaptable eating habits are key to these
resilient birds becoming successful worldwide.

Rock Pigeons can live up to 31 years in captivity, but their
average lifespan in the wild is around 2.4 years. Rock
Pigeons are a favorite prey for Peregrine Falcons. Rock
Pigeons continue contributing to humanity and wildlife
with their waste cleanup
habits. Remember,

they saved lives during
wartime by delivering
messages through
dangerous war zones.

A grandmother and
grandchild feeding Rock
Pigeons together may
create lasting memories
and future interest in
birds. It did for me.

o

Year-round
Migration

Breeding
Nonbreeding

i
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM

The Golden Eagle Highway: Tracking Eagles
Captured Along Montana’s Rocky Mountain Front
Presented by Rob Domenech

Rob Domenech is Executive Director of the Raptor View 1990s, scouting for suitable sites to

Research Institute (RVRI). He will give a brief history of establish the first fall raptor migration I::gto éourtesy of RVRI
RVRI’s long-term research on Golden Eagles, and talk ridgeline banding study in Montana.

about some of Institute’s research projects and results. In 2004 he founded RVRI to facilitate his continuing
These include collecting blood samples from Golden research on raptors and their migration.

Eagles in west-central Montana to determine lead levels ] ’ ] N
in these birds, wing-tagging of these eagles and compiling Domenech is one of the country’s leading authorities on

a record of subsequent tag encounters, and satellite Golden Eagle and Osprey ecology. His work includes
telemetry tracking of their movements. He’ll show us standardized migration counts, satellite telemetry, wing-
plenty of photos, and will recount several notable stories ~ t29ging and color-banding, eco-toxicology studies, and
of individuals tracked via satellite. more. RVRI’s data has contributed to over a dozen

publications in top-tier scientific journals.
Domenech graduated from the University of Montana

in 2002 in Wildlife Biology, where he had focused his When not in the field, you can find Rob walking his two
research on raptors. Prior to finishing his studies, he had ~ dogs, rescuing raptors for Wild Skies Raptor Rehab, and
travelled throughout western Montana for much of the practicing jujutsu.

FEBRUARY MEETING FAS

We will continue our hybrid meetings this month and continue through the fall/winter for the remainder of the year. For
those coming to the meeting on February 10, we’ll meet in Room 26 of the Gateway Mall (United Way building) at 7pm.
This room is on the east side of the building along Glenwood Drive in Kalispell. Look for our banner outside.

For those joining virtually, when you use the link, you will eventually be let into a “waiting room” where you will then
be added to the meeting by the host. Please sign in with your name when you enter the room so we know to admit
you. You will be muted when you first join the meeting. You can use your computer’s microphone and speakers (most
computers have both), and this is the preferred way to join. You can also get an audio connection to the meeting
without the Zoom visual capability by using your phone.

For information on how to attend by Zoom, or how to get an audio connection by phone, contact jake@flatheadaudubon.
org.

Videos of previous FAS meeting programs
are available at
https://flatheadaudubon.org/videos.

Highlights from the January 6, 2025 Board of Directors Meeting

By Michele Totz, Secretary

Rod reviewed the financial report, which was unanimously approved.
Dan Casey has completed the wildlife grant application for Jewel Basin Hawk Watch.

Shannon announced that we need to look for a new Bigfork Christmas Bird Count Coordinator as Craig
Hohenberger will no longer be doing it.

Jess has been quite busy establishing connections and planning upcoming educational events.
Gael encourages everyone to sign up for Montana Audubon Legislative Action Alerts.

Jake set up an email address for the History Committee.

- € € € € < <

The Content Editor position for the newsletter remains vacant.


https://flatheadaudubon.org/videos
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2025 Great Backyard Bird Count

By Jess Garby

The 28th annual “Great Backyard Bird Count” (GBBC)
will be held February 14-17, 2025. This effort, sponsored
by the Cornell Laboratory, National Audubon, and Bird
Studies Canada, encourages all interested people to
spend at least one 15-minute period over those four days
recording the birds they see in their yard or a favorite
local patch, and submitting their list through eBird. Much
like the “Global Big Days” in May and October, this event
is designed to engage people in birding, while providing
el el insight into the seasonal distribution of birds.

28th Annual @ February 14-17, 2025

or wherever you spot a
bird, and submit your

* ohsenvations online. Observations submitted help us to better understand
birdcount.org global bird populations at a time that precedes the onset
e of spring migration. These data are incorporated into the
; massive eBird database, which has become the largest

citizen science database ever developed to describe the

distribution and abundance of birds across the globe.

Pick a place, count all the birds you see or hear, and
enter them into eBird! If you are already an eBird
contributor, any checklists you submit during that four-
day period will be included as a GBBC report. Detailed
instructions on how to participate are on the GBBC

website, https://www.birdcount.org/.

P i =Frmann.,  ComellbY i W,,’f, If you negd asmstgnce or yvant to learn more about how
¥ to use eBird, email me at jess@flatheadaudubon.org.

FLATHEAD AUDUBON MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Flathead Audubon Society is to conserve birds,
wildlife habitat, and ecosystem diversity in northwest Montana
through education and conservation programs.

" PROOFREAD ?
= wSpelling "3

. wGrammar
wAccuracy w

Newsletter Content Editor Needed

Flathead Audubon is looking for a volunteer to serve as » Pass the edited versions
Content Editor for the Pileated Post. As a member of the of the articles and

Newsletter Committee, the Content Editor collaborates information on to the ¢ i E conect.ong gg g

with fellow Committee members to create 9 issues of Layout Editor. §§§ correct paper§ 3

the Pileated Post from September to May. No content

creation is involved with this job, just simply text editing. *  Devote about 10 hours mid-month, August through

April. (Actual time commitment depends on the

As Newsletter Content Editor you will ... editor’s experience.)

» Proofread and edit articles and informational +  Communicate with fellow committee members via
submissions from our volunteer authors for each email, plus participate in 2-3 group meetings annually.
issue.

For more information please contact Darcy Thomas,

* Make necessary corrections related to spelling, darcy@flatheadaudubon.org.

punctuation, capitalization, abbreviations, grammar,
readability, and coherence.



https://www.birdcount.org/
mailto:jess%40flatheadaudubon.org?subject=
mailto:darcy%40flatheadauduobon.org?subject=
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FEBRUARY 2025 FIELD TRIP

MISSION VALLEY RAPTORS, Sunday, February 23, 9am-approx. 3pm. Join Dan Stoken for a day of
observing raptors in the Mission Valley. From our meeting place, Safeway in Polson, we will travel through
the Mission Valley towards Pablo Reservoir and Round Butte, continuing towards Moiese Valley Road or
Ninepipe depending on time, weather, and recent bird activity. Expect to see a variety of winter raptors
including Ferruginous Hawks, which have been relatively abundant in recent months, Red-tailed and Rough-

legged Hawks, Bald Eagles, several species of falcon, and possibly the first Great Horned Owl nests of the
year. Although raptors will be the focus of this trip, we hope to encounter many other interesting winter birds
such as Northern Shrikes, American Tree Sparrows, Snow Buntings, and swans.

Please bring water, snacks or lunch, binoculars and a spotting scope (if you have one). Be sure to wear sturdy shoes
and appropriate layers for the weather. Please plan to carpool from Safeway as we intend to limit the field trip to four
vehicles to minimize traffic. We plan to return to Polson by 3 PM. Sign up is required and space is limited. To sign up,
please contact Dan Stoken at dan.stoken88@gmail.com or 406-880-2868.

Renewal Time: Conservation License (March-February)

By Margaret Parodi

Effective July 1, 2023, everyone age 12 or older is
required to have a Montana Conservation License to
access most State Lands (but not including State Parks).
Since there are numerous Audubon field trips that do

use State lands, we encourage all Audubon members
and field trip participants to get this license. Fishing
access sites, wildlife management areas, wildlife habitat
protection areas, and Montana state trust lands, including
the Owen Sowerwine property, are examples of where
this license is needed. The Conservation license “year”

is March 1-February 28. This license is automatically
included in Montana fishing and hunting licenses, and can

KUDOS!

Common

also be purchased separately. y
oon

It is available at all places that
sell Montana fishing or hunting
licenses, such as any Fish,
Wildlife, and Parks (FWP) office,
sporting goods stores, and some
gas station/convenience stores,
as well as online from FWP
(https://fwp.mt.gov/buyandapply/conservation-license). For
Montana residents the cost is: Adult $8, Senior (62+) $4,
youth (12-17) $4. For non-residents, $10.

Photo credit Cornell Lab

The FAS Board of Directors and Jess deserve a BIG shout out for showing up early to
the January board meeting to clean out the FAS storage closet and move everything
- up to the office. They worked hard lifting and hauling all of our supplies themselves
to save us money. Thank you Pam, Rod, Michele, Linda D, Jess, Tom, Cindy, Ronda,
» Darcy, Bridger, Shannon, Bob, and Jake!

Attention all bird enthusiasts and board game fans!

Join us on Friday, February 7, 6-8pm, for an evening of friendly competition playing
Wingspan, the game centered on creating a thriving ecosystem for birds.

We’ll gather in Room 26 of the Gateway Community Center at 6pm. This room is located
on the east side of the building along Glenwood Drive. Look for our banner outside.

Wingspan Board Game Night

To make the most of our limited time, please familiarize yourself with the game’s rules and playthrough here: https:/

www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgDgcL[2B0OU.

Bring your own snacks and non-alcoholic drinks. Wingspan is recommended for people aged 14 and older. Space is
limited to 24 participants. To secure your spot, please email Jess Garby at jess@flatheadaudubon.org.



mailto:dan.stoken88%40gmail.com?subject=
https://fwp.mt.gov/buyandapply/conservation-license
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgDgcLI2B0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lgDgcLI2B0U
mailto:%20jess%40flatheadaudubon.org?subject=
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SUMMARY REPORTS of LOCAL 2024 AUDUBON CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS

Bigfork CBC — December 14th

The 51st annual Bigfork Christmas Bird Count was held Saturday, December 14th, under foggy and cloudy skies, with
calm conditions. Snow depths varied; most areas in the count circle were mostly snow free, though at the eastern edge
of the circle snow depths ranged from 0-12 inches. Temperatures ranged from 32-43 degrees F. Shallow lakes and
ponds were mostly frozen, but Flathead Lake and River were ice free.

Thirty-one volunteer participants counted 25,555 individual birds of 88 species. This number of birds broke the all-time
record of the previous high total of 24,344, and the number of species is 10 more than last year. One new bird species,
Bonaparte’s Gull, was found on this year. Count highlights were Snow Goose, Cackling Goose, Double-crested
Cormorant, Ruddy Duck, Iceland (Thayer’s) Gull, Long-eared Owl, Yellow-rumped (Audubon’s) Warbler, and a Yellow-
headed Blackbird. Notably absent this year were Ruffed Grouse, Canada Jay, Red Crossbill, Evening Grosbeak, and
Redpoll. Species with a high all-time tally this year were Ring-billed Gull, Pine Siskin and Red-winged Blackbird.

Thanks to all the devoted participants who helped make the Bigfork CBC count a very enjoyable and a rewarding
experience. By Craig Hohenberg.

Kalispell CBC — December 29th

The 26th Kalispell Christmas Bird Count took place Sunday, December 29, 2024. 60 . R [
participants surveyed the area, with 46 in the field and 14 backyard feeder watchers. ~h. o
Observers tallied 25,645 birds, up from the old record of 23,364 and many thousands -~ (ol

more than the 9,503 birds tallied last year. Conditions were fairly mild with highs in the
30’s. It was yet another year with minimal snowpack, a trace to none in most areas
but up to 2-3” being reported in a few sections. Snow flurries and rain beginning mid-
morning did limit visibility some, but not quite like the thick fog last year.

76 total species were recorded, which is slightly above average, and seven more than N f Ay
last year. Two new species were found that have not been previously recorded for the \ 1 & /
Kalispell count, Short-billed Gull and Horned Grebe, bringing the all-time total species \ \ ¥4 } N Y
count to 134. We had four count week birds, American Goshawk, Great Gray Owl, R ( Y&z, L\
Short-eared Owl, and Prairie Falcon. Not included, but a noteworthy sighting, @ Snowy  gmine seen on the Kalispell CBC.
Owl was seen December 28 just two miles northeast of the count area. Photo by Elliott Ress

With all the open water, we had new high counts for 9 species of waterfowl and 15 species overall. Species more than
doubling their all-time high counts were Gadwall (26), American Wigeon (56), Northern Pintail (40), Ring-necked Duck
(101), Common Goldeneye (175), and Wild Turkey (948). The most numerous species seen were Mallards (9114) and
Canada Geese (5726). It was the second year for Redhead (6), third year for California Gull (4), and fourth for Greater
Scaup (1). Species seen that have been recorded slightly less often were Trumpeter Swan (12), American Coot (24),
Golden Eagle (1), Northern Pygmy-Owil (3), Chestnut-backed Chickadee (3) and Snow Bunting (2). This was the first
year Golden-crowned Kinglets have not been recorded.

Thanks again to everyone who helped collect data and make this another successful count! By Shannon Donaldson.

Thank you, Geri Meireis, Content Editor

By Darcy Thomas

Geri,

You have been the BEST Content Editor. We will miss you!

Thank you for everything you did for the Pileated Post and Flathead Audubon!
Best of luck on your future endeavors.

Geri Meireis by Kent Meireis
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Nest Notes

Since the New Year, | have been
hitting the ground running with

a variety of projects. Many of

my work days have been spent
meeting and getting to know

the many talented conservation
educators throughout the valley. |
have connected with the Montana State Parks, Flathead
Land Trust, Glacier National Park, Whitefish Lake
Institute, the Flathead CORE (Community of Research
Educators), and a preschool, to plan future field trips and
events!

Photo by Darcy Thomas

One of my favorite connections | have established so far
is with the education team at Glacier National Park. Like
us, they work throughout the school year, lead classroom
lectures, and take students outside. | was lucky enough
to have the opportunity to shadow their lead educator at
a school visit to East Glacier schools in early February! |
look forward to using the strategies and materials | learn
from the NPS in our future programming.

The learning kits have been getting a lot of use in
January. A 9th and 10th grade teacher from Glacier High

By Jess Garby, Flathead Audubon Educa

School has been using the “I'm
Made of Water” and the “Cavity
Nesters” learning kits throughout the month. Russell
Elementary has used the “Chickadee Whos’ Who: Bird
ID Basics” and the “Cavity Nesters” learning kits as
well. | wanted to give a personal shout out to our lovely
board member and education guru, Cindy Roberts,

for delivering the learning kits and teaching multiple
lessons at Russell Elementary. | will be joining Cindy
soon to introduce myself to Russell Elementary and to
learn her magical ways of teaching!

lllustration by Jess Garby

Other fun things | have been up to is preparing for

the Birds of Northwest Montana course | am teaching
at the Flathead Valley Community College Senior
Institute. Starting February 14, | will be teaching the
course once a week for 6-weeks, and ending the class
with a field trip to Batavia Refuge and Smith Lake.

In February, | am most looking forward to the Wingspan
board game night (see page 5 for more details), and
visiting classrooms to spread our love of birds to
students, and also, | hope, seeing some cool birds!
Can someone manifest a Snowy Owl in the valley?

February: Great Horned Owls are on eggs.

Photo courtesy of Birdfact

FAS Membership Renewal
By Linda Du Lac

Many of our members have their Flathead Audubon
Society (FAS) membership expiring this month. Not
sure when your membership expires? Linda Du Lac,
our Membership Chair, would be happy to check your

expiration date. Contact lindadulac@flatheadaudubon.org.

Your membership makes a huge impact on the many
important education and conservation programs FAS
offers. It also supports our monthly Pileated Post
newsletter and enables FAS to offer free fall and spring
field trips led by some of the best birders in the region.

A $25 basic membership or $40 supporting membership
can be renewed electronically on our website, https:/
flatheadaudubon.org/join, or by mail using our membership
form, also available on our website as well as on the
last page of this Newsletter. Please include your email
address with your renewal even if you opt out of getting
your Pileated Post by email, so we can email you our
Flathead Audubon Fly-by, which provides occasional
short FAS updates, notifications and reminders.

THANK YOU!



mailto:lindadulac%40flatheadaudubon.org?subject=
https://flatheadaudubon.org/join
https://flatheadaudubon.org/join
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Conservation Corner February 2025

By Gael Bissell

Conservation Corner
includes hyperlinks to help
you access information
and take action. If you are
reading the paper Post
please go to the electronic
s version of this article

on our website to use
these hyperlinks, https:/flatheadaudubon.org/conservation/
conservation-corner-february-2025/.

GOOD NEWS ON THE NATIONAL FRONT!

(From National Audubon)

Congress recently reauthorized two incredibly important
bird and aquatic habitat conservation programs in the
America’s Conservation Enhancement Reauthorization
Act of 2024 (ACE Act):

The North American Wetlands Conservation

Act (NAWCA), a popular and effective U.S. Fish &
Wildlife public-private partnership program for wetland
conservation across North America. Our Flathead
partners have secured several million dollars from
NAWCA to protect wetlands in both the Flathead and
Mission Valleys!

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Establishment Act and the National Fish Habitat
Partnership program. Since its establishment in 2006,
the National Fish Habitat Partnership Program has
funded more than 1,100 aquatic conservation projects
across the U.S. This reauthorization will provide the
program with $10 million annually for the next five years.

Congress also established the U.S. Foundation for
International Conservation to bridge financial gaps
for communities, tribes and others working to ensure
healthy lands and waters. This Foundation will serve
as a U.S.-led grant-making entity to support $3 billion
in public-private partnerships for conserving vulnerable
habitat around the world over the next decade.

GREAT NEWS ON THE MONTANA FRONT!

In December, 2024, Montana’s Supreme Court upheld
Held v. Montana lawsuit that affirmed “... Montana’s right
to a clean and healthful environment and environmental
life support system includes a stable climate system.”
The ruling restores consideration of greenhouse gases
as part of Montana’s Environmental Policy Act, which
was removed by the 2023 legislature.

Read more about the ruling in The Daily Montanan:
Montana Supreme Court affirms decision in Held. historic youth
climate case.

THE 2025 MONTANA LEGISLATIVE SESSION
IS UNDER WAY.

Your input makes a difference!

Don’t forget to sign up for Montana
Audubon’s Action Alerts. For easy
access to that signup, scan this QR
code.

In each Action Alert, Montana Audubon Staff highlight:
* Key pieces of legislation that need immediate action;
 Contact information for relevant legislators.

* How to submit comments to critical committees and
before key votes.

You may also want to sign up for the excellent Montana
Wild legislative alerts (formerly Montana Wilderness
Association) at https://wildmontana.org/take-action/.

Here are two recent bills vitally important to Montana
birds:

House Bill 57 would remove California Quail and
Gambel’s Quail from the exotic species list and classify
them as Upland Game Birds, a title reserved for Ring-
necked Pheasant, Gray Partridge, Wild Turkey, Chukar,
and our native Grouse and Ptarmigan. OPPOSE

House Bill 73 repeals a section of law that authorizes
livestock and poultry owners to kill predatory birds, in
conflict with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. SUPPORT

LOCAL CLIMATE ACTIVITIES

The next climate network roundtable is February 11,
noon, at FWP in Kalispell (490 N. Meridian Rd.). The
roundtable will feature Kyle Bocinsky, Climate Extension
Director for the Montana Climate Office at the University
of Montana.

Montana Department of Environmental Quality

seeks citizen input by January 31 as it develops its
Comprehensive Climate Action Plan (aka the Big Sky
Emissions Reduction Roadmap). This is a great opportunity
to share the emission reduction actions that you think are
most important for Montana. Take the 10-minute survey.

Thank you for your help and support for Conservation!



https://flatheadaudubon.org/conservation/conservation-corner-february-2025/
https://flatheadaudubon.org/conservation/conservation-corner-february-2025/
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/12/18/montana-supreme-court-affirms-decision-in-held-historic-youth-climate-case/
https://dailymontanan.com/2024/12/18/montana-supreme-court-affirms-decision-in-held-historic-youth-climate-case/
https://mtaudubon.org/conservation-policy/action-alert/
https://wildmontana.org/take-action/
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0549?open_tab=sum
https://bills.legmt.gov/#/laws/bill/2/LC0519?open_tab=sum
https://deq.mt.gov/about/Climate-Resilience
https://deq.mt.gov/about/Climate-Resilience
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/DEQRoadmap
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Flathead Audubon could not accomplish all the work we do without the generosity
of so many wonderful donors. Your donations allow us to continue such activities as
the management of Owen Sowerwine, Jewel Basin Hawk Watch, our very effective
Conservation Education Program, and many more.

This list includes those who have given financially to Flathead Audubon
throughout the past year through memberships and donations.

Jane Adams
Anonymous
Donetta and Tom Antonovich
Patty Archibald
Gerald Askevold
Mary Auxier
Summerfield and
Julie Baldridge
Michael and Ginny Baldwin
Thomas and Louise Bannigan
David Barclay
Lisa J. Bate
Joe and Lana Batts
William and Elizabeth Bayne
Kelly Bednara
Carla Belski
William Beyer
Carol Bibler and Jim Watson
Gael Bissell and Rick Mace
Janet Blackler
Karen Blackwood
Dee Blank
Diana Blend
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Barbara Boorman
Jake and Kristen Bramante
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Peggy Brewer and Donald Moe
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Sarah Brown
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Ken Fielder
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Kimberly Mitchell
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Peggy and Christopher Moore
Devonna Morgan
Brenda Morris
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Pam Morton
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Elizabeth Nauertz
Samuel and Ruth Neft
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Audrey Neuharth-Ponaski

Karen Nichols and Benjamin Long

Elizabeth and Robert Norheim
Cecelia Notess
Margaret Notley
Dennis Olson
Jessie Opel
Julie Oswald
Ryan and Judith Overbeek
Margaret Parodi
Val and Larry Parsons
Dan and Jean Paschke
ML Pastor
Mary and Don Patterson
Carl and Kellsey Perkins
Rich and Judy Pettersen
Morgan Pierce
Marc and Shellie Pitman
Roseanne Prevost-Morgan
Jean Pulsifer
Tom and Teresa Quinn
Julie Raine
Paul Rana
Frances Rauscher
Laird and Aggie Reed
Tom and Cindy Roberts
Lynn Rochard and Hal Trost
Jim Rogers and Sherry Jones
Elaine and Karl Roosa
Bob Rose
Kathy Ross

Walter Rowntree and
Laura Reynolds
Bethanne Rublee

Jim and Barbara Rychwalski

Will and Beth Saltonstall
Peter and Karen Saunders
Don and Colleen Scharfe

George Scherman and Kate Kendall

Franklin Schroeter
Judith Schumacher

Randy Schwickert and Donna Taylor

Liz Seabaugh
Jill Seigmund
Sheila Shapiro
Michael and Marie Shaw
Kathleen Sheehan Dugan and
Lawrence Dugan
Janna and Jamie Shennan
Daniel and Kim Short
Daniel and Lana Shura
Sharon Sinclair
Rebecca Slater
Lucy Smith
Paula and Bob Smith
Will and Bonnie Smith
Elaine Snyder
David and Haydi Sowerwine
Peggy and Stephen Spencer
Sherry Spencer
Denise Spiess
Suzanne Stefani
Tim Strand and Sukey Pfirman
Sharon and Britt Stratton
Ellen and Kirk Sullivan
Gail Sullivan
Charles Sutfin
Alette Sutliff
Mark and Nancy Svennungsen

Bruce Tannehill and Gail Cleveland

Steve Teigen
Darcy and Rob Thomas
Jeanie Thompson
Three Rivers Bank
Brett Thuma
Robert Tinkler
Michele and Joel Tohtz
Donna Trippet
Helen Tyree

Darrel and Elizabeth Vankoten

Read Vaughan
Sarah Vaughan
Mary and Skip Via
Joel Vignere
Susan Waldron
Rod Wallette
Jim Wardensky
BJ] Warner
Zac Weinberg
Terry and Sally Welder
Idell Weydemeyer

Steve and Ardy Whisler

Terri Wigginton

Larry and Becky Williams
Timothy and Amy Williams
Hal and Mary T. Williamson

Pam Willison

John and Marjorie Wilson
Linda and John Winnie
Betty B. and Doug Wise

Fritz Wollett
Marilyn Wood
Alida Wright
Mary Wysong
Lucille Yeats
Carol Yerden
Tina Zenzola
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Flathead Audubon says Goodbye to

Founder Elinor “Elly” Jones
By Ben Long

Flathead Audubon lost one of its
pioneer founders in December,
2024, with the death of Elly Jones.
Elly died in Columbia Falls but
spent much of her life around
Swan Lake. She was 93.

At a March, 2024, interview with
the Flathead Audubon History
Committee, Elly said she was
born with “bird-itis.” She continued
to maintain a daily bird list into
her 90s. As much as any other
person, she was responsible for the founding of the
Flathead Audubon chapter in 1977. “| blame it all on

Elly Jones,” joked Dave Hudak, early leader of Flathead
Audubon. “We were working together at a gardening soil
factory near Ferndale. She said, “You should come to our
new bird club.’ | said, ‘l don’t know anything about birds.’
She said, ‘I'll take care of that part.”

A short time later, Elly nominated Hudak as president of
the fledgling organization. “With her big eyes and bright
smile, there was no saying no,” he recalled.

Dan Sullivan, the first president of Flathead Audubon,
recalls Elly as welcoming and inclusive to all, always
grateful for others’ contributions.

Elly was born in 1931 in Minneapolis. Her family had a
lake cabin in Wisconsin, where she watched loons and
drew birds. She attended Colby-Sawyer College in New
Hampshire. As a young woman, she was an adventurous
hiker. “I loved being up high with the wildflowers and the
views,” she recalled decades later. “And | wanted to hike
the Appalachian Trail before | got hitched.”

Her love of the outdoors led her to Montana with her
husband Jefferson, where she worked as a health tech
and later in the home-health field.

The couple first lived along Rattlesnake Creek in Missoula
before they moved to Swan Lake in the late 1970s.

They raised two sons and two daughters. Birds and bird
conservation were defining facets of her life. She shared
that love with others.

Elly was one of the first Montanans licensed to band
hummingbirds, capturing them and ouftfitting their legs
with tiny bands so they could be identified later on their
migrations. She compiled many of the records of the
first bird list for the Swan River National Wildlife Refuge,

according to Robin Magaddino, who
managed that refuge in the 1980s.

Robin recalled that she and Elly
often ventured into the bear-habitat
wetlands in early spring mornings
to monitor songbirds. “She was

a naturalist doing her thing,”
Magaddino said, “but it had big
implications. Elly was super-precise
and dedicated.”

Elly Jones at Lake McDonald, 2016
Photo by Jeff Jones

Elly is also remembered for her
fondness for Common Loons,

the state bird of her home state of Minnesota. She is
listed in the Montana Rare Bird Records for her sighting
of a Brambling, a Eurasian finch that shows up only
accidentally in Montana; it showed up at her birdfeeder
in 1979. With infectious enthusiasm, Elly shared her
sightings at Audubon meetings and in the Pileated Post.

Under the guidance of ornithologists including Phil Wright,
Dick Hutto and Marcy Bishop, Elly became a licensed bird
bander. She maintained netting stations to obtain data
about hummingbirds, warblers and other migrants. One
of her hummingbirds was later recaptured 1200 miles
away in Colorado. Another six-year-old specimen helped
scientists understand just how long hummingbirds can
live in the wild.

After moving to Columbia Falls, Elly was one of the first
volunteer citizen scientists at Glacier National Park,
monitoring Common Loons with friend Anne LaVoie.“She
was in her 70s and | could hardly keep up with her,”
LaVoie recalled. “We explored all over the park, and there
was not anything she could not hike. As high and as hard,
she was capable. She is an amazing person and really
smart.”

In March of 2024, Flathead Audubon interviewers Linda
Winnie and Karen Nichols found Elly surrounded in

bird artwork in the home she shared with her son Jeff.
Assisted by a walker and pace-maker, she still took bird
walks and thrilled to record each species she saw. Her
list that spring day included Black-Capped Chickadees,
American Robins, and a Saw-whet Owl.

Caliope Hummingbird
Photo by Marya Moosman
Macaulay Lab
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A SPECIAL GIFT is a way to honor or commemorate
TRIBUTE GIFTS someone special to you by supporting Flathead
Audubon’s local projects in their name. Special gifts are
acknowledged in this space each month with the name of
the donor and the person honored.

Barbara Boorman
in memory of Elly Jones

Sally Hash in memory of

Glenn Graham SPECIAL GIFT DONATION FORM
Scott Guse in memory of In memory of
Dr. Charles S. Hintz In honor of
Please send a notification of this gift to:

Name
: HONTANAR Address
QUSRS 1.y 30 - June |1, 2025 City

across the big sky S State ZIP
issoula,

Donor’s Name
Address

City
State ZIP

[JPlease do not acknowledge my gift in the Post

Please make checks payable to:

Flathead Audubon Society

% P.O. Box 9173
SAVE THE DATE Kalispell, MT 59904
AT P s Your gift is tax deductible.
e e - L Flathead Audubon Society is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3)
Sum eF A FuialigIogt Ospugy, Mast, (R4S PO By Erick [T organization. Our federal tax ID number is 81-0447830.

THE PILEATED POST is published monthly September through May in paper and digital forms. It is mailed or emailed to FAS
members and supporters, and available at https://flatheadaudubon.org. Deadline for newsletter copy is the 12th of each month.

Content Editor  (Vacant) Mail Distribution Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org
Layout Editor Susie Waldron susie@flatheadaudubon.org Email Distribution Jess Garby jess@flatheadaudubon.org

Bird of the Month Editor  Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org

T

FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY DIRECTORY

OFFICERS COMMITTEE CHAIRS

President Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org Conservation Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org

Vice-President Pam Willison pam@flatheadaudubon.org Beth Gardner cutthroat@montanasky.net

Past President Vacant Education Vacant

Secretary Michele Tohtz michele@flatheadaudubon.org  Field Trips Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org

Treasurer Rod Wallette rod@flatheadaudubon.org Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org
Finance Rod Wallette rod@flatheadaudubon.org

DIRECTORS Great Fish Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org

2022-2025 Margaret Parodi margaret@flatheadaudubon.org Membership Linda Du Lac lindadulac@flatheadaudubon.org

2021-2027 Kay Mitchell kay@flatheadaudubon.org Newsletter

2021-2027 Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org Nominations Bob Lee bob@flatheadaudubon.org

2022-2025 Bridger Donaldson bridger@flatheadaudubon.org Owen Sowerwine Darcy Thomas darcy@flatheadaudubon.org

2022-2025 Shannon Donaldson shannon@flatheadaudubon.org Pam Willison pam@flatheadaudubon.org

2023-2027 Ronda Howell ronda@flatheadaudubon.org Outreach Jake Bramante jake@flatheadaudubon.org

2023-2026 Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org Programs Ronda Howell ronda@flatheadaudubon.org

2023-2026 Linda Du Lac lindadulac@flatheadaudubon.org

2023-2026 Bob Lee bob@flatheadaudubon.org EDUCATION COORDINATOR
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Gael Bissell gael@flatheadaudubon.org
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THE PILEATED POST is delivered BY EMAIL!
If you currently get a paper copy by mail please consider switching to email.
To make this change or to report a change of address contact us at membership@flatheadaudubon.org.
You may donate or join or renew using the form below or online on our website https://flatheadaudubon.org.
If you opt for a paper copy, be sure to include your email address anyway - so you will get the
FLATHEAD AUDUBON FLY-BY
Sign up on our homepage to receive occasional short emails with last-minute updates, reminders, and breaking FAS news.
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FLATHEAD AUDUBON SOCIETY
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I [] Basic Membership $25 Address I
I Pays for newsletter and operating costs. City I
(] Supporting Membership ~ $ 40
I Extra $15 funds local projects. State Zip Code I
[] Please mail me a paper copy.
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