Flathead Audubon Society Board of Directors, 01/6/25
The Gathering Place
Prepared by Michele Tohtz, Secretary

Directors in Attendance: Darcy Thomas, Rod Wallette, Pam Willison, Cindy Roberts, Linda Du Lac, Ronda
Howell, Bob Lee, Shannon Donaldson, Bridger Donaldson, Tom Roberts, Jake Bramante, Gael Bissell,
Carole Jorgenson and Margaret Parodi

Others in Attendance: Jess Garby
The meeting was called to order by President, Darcy Thomas at 5:31 PM

Minutes: Linda made corrections to the December minutes. Pam motioned to accept the amended
minutes, Jake seconded, unanimous approval.

Financial Report:

Rod reviewed the financial report. He created a new form that compares this year to last year. The new
form is very clear and concise. Thank you, Rod.

Linda made a motion to accept, Cindy seconded, unanimous approval.

Conflict of Interest Policy:

Darcy reminded Michele and Bridger that they will need to sign the new form. The Board will vote to
accept the policy next month.

Jewel Basin Hawk Watch Grant Update:

Dan Casey completed the Audubon Wildlife grant. Darcy mentioned that Dan says he may be moving in
the future and we will need to replace him. Rod reminded everyone that managing the Hawk Watch is a
big job and we would be wise not to wait until the last minute to find a replacement for Dan.

Christmas Bird Count results:

Rod shared that Craig H. will not be doing the Bigfork Christmas Bird Count anymore and we will need a
replacement for him. There was a discussion about the bird counts in general and a lack of
participation. There are two possible replacements for Craig and Shannon will contact them. Shannon
will post the current results of the bird counts in the Pileated Post.

FAS merchandise update:

There will be an upcoming meeting with Jake, Jess and others to discuss new additions to the FAS
merchandise. Pam suggested adding children’s items. Please email all suggestions to Jess or Jake.

Volunteer of the Year Award:

Darcy spoke with Susie. She will receive the award at the February meeting. We discussed an award for
Geri, to thank her for such fine work as the newsletter editor. We agreed that Geri will receive special
recognition at an upcoming meeting. Pam will write a note of thanks for the Pileated Post.



Conservation Educator Report:

Jess has been busy! She is starting to reach out to schools and she plans to be in classrooms soon. She
will be working with Laura Katzman on the upcoming FLT raptor field trip. Jess and Laura are discussing
how they might coordinate on classroom activities in the Mission Valley. Jess spoke with Jordyn Steele in
East Glacier to get feedback on Jordyn’s experience with the learning kits. Jess wants to shadow
Jordyn’s field trip in East Glacier weather permitting. Jess contacted “Authors of the Flathead”, a local
writers group. They are interested in partnering on an evening event with FAS; Jess will follow up on
this. Rod and Darcy will meet with Jess this week to discuss her upcoming work.

Education:

Cindy reported that kits are currently at Glacier High and Russell Elementary. Darcy and Jess will meet
with a woman in Somers who wants to start a nature-based preschool program.

Conservation:

Gael reported that the “Lights Out” video that Carole shared was very inspiring. The legislature is
already in full swing. HB57 is problematic and HB73 is one to support. She encouraged everyone to sign
up for the legislative Action Alerts. Gael put a notice in the PP about signing up for the alerts. Carole has
been in contact with FWP personnel in Libby regarding issues relevant to FAS. Carole suggested writing
letters to the editor about upcoming key legislative issues.

Field Trips:

Margaret reported on the two field trips in January. All are dependent on weather. She’s been talking to
Dan Stoken about a February trip to the Mission Valley. Margaret believes there could be four cars on
that trip. Dan will probably be responsible for the signup for that trip. Bob Lee mentioned that anyone
going to Freezout Lake now needs a conservation license.

History Committee:

The committee meets once a month. On a bittersweet note, they were able to meet with Elly Jones
before she passed. Jake set up an email address for people who want to submit information. That info
will be on the Google Drive. Ben will write a history column for the PP every month.

Membership:

Linda reported that the numbers are holding steady. There are currently 280 -290 members including
the national members. Linda sends handwritten notes to everyone who makes an “In memory”
donation.

Newsletter:

Darcy, Jake and Jess had a meeting about the newsletter. Darcy created a list of contents for the
February PP which we all reviewed. There is still no content editor. Jess will collect articles and send
them to Linda Winnie who will edit them and post them to the Google Drive. Susie will do the layout.
Jess will reach out to “Authors of the Flathead” to see if one of them might volunteer their time on the
newsletter. Darcy will continue to do the contents list every month. The newsletter job will now be



divided into three parts, so the editor’s job will be less demanding. All submissions to the newsletter
should be sent to Jess.

Owen Sowerwine:

Pam is almost finished with the weed report and compiling volunteer hours. She will contact Susie next
week to finalize the brochure. Pam is preparing information for the annual meeting, which is required by
the CE. The design for the entry signs needs to be approved at the annual meeting before proceeding.
She and Jess are doing a field trip there on the 18™. Darcy wondered if there was a consistent
monitoring program in place for Owen Sowerwine. Pam reported that the management plan states that
we are responsible for monitoring the area. Ronda and others feel that the area is well monitored on an
informal basis.

Programs:

Ronda reminded us that Jake is presenting this month. Ronda is now looking for someone for February,
but March, April and May are covered. Jess suggested moving Rob Domenech to February. Diane Boyd
might also be a possibility for February.

Outreach and Publicity:

Jake continues to promote FAS events in the Fly-By. Darcy asked that requests for volunteers be
included.

Nominating Committee:

Bob will have help from Pam, Gael and Darcy on the committee. There is still a need for more board
members. Darcy will run for another term, but we will need a Vice President.

Additionally, Darcy informed everyone on the date and time for the services for Elly Jones.

Bob made a motion to adjourn, Tom seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 PM.



