Flathead Audubon Society Board of Directors Meeting, 02/03/25
Gateway Community Center Gathering Room
Prepared by Michele Tohtz, Secretary

Directors in Attendance: Darcy Thomas, Rod Wallette, Pam Willison, Gael Bissell, Cindy Roberts, Linda
Du Lac, Ronda Howell, Margaret Parodi, Carole Jorgenson, Jake Bramante and Tom Roberts

Others in Attendance: Jess Garby
The meeting was called to order by President, Darcy Thomas at 5:35 PM

Minutes: There was one correction to the January minutes. Michele made the correction. Pam
motioned to accept the amended minutes, Tom seconded, unanimous approval.

Financial Report:

Rod reviewed the financial report. Our total funds available this year have increased over 2024.
Donations have also increased this year. Our total revenue is very good at the present time. Margaret
made a motion to accept, Linda seconded, unanimous approval.

Vote on Conflict of Interest Policy:

We all previously signed disclosure statements and Darcy reviewed the situations that we should avoid.
We all read the Conflict of Interest Policy and discussed its implications. Jake moved to adopt the policy,
Linda seconded, unanimous approval.

Policy to Disseminate non-Audubon info on social media:

Jake explained his concerns about our role in posting other events on our social media platforms. He
feels it becomes difficult to promote so many other groups’ events. Darcy shared that perhaps it’s the
responsibility of other groups to promote their own events. Jake agreed to draft a brief policy statement
that we could vote on. Carole shared that she hopes key items will still be included in our social media
posts, so that people can stay engaged in important conservation issues. Jake feels that Montana
Audubon sending out Action Alerts will help people stay informed and Linda reminded us that we
already pay Montana Audubon to keep us abreast of current important issues. Carole wondered if the
general membership should be included in this decision. Darcy suggested sending a survey to the
general membership.

Great Fish Report:

Darcy and Jess went to a Great Fish meeting and obtained a lot of new information. It's WCF’s 25"
anniversary and they are reaching out to increase their Circle of Giving. Sadly, Kay broke her ankle, so
she needs a three-month absence. We now need someone to take on Kay’s role with the Great Fish. This
year we will have to fill out a longer form of application. Linda and Jan will still be the financial advisors.
WCF will still award a percentage match on the first $25,000 raised. Jake recommends having a Great
Fish Committee meeting to discuss our plans. Pam reminded Darcy that Nancy Gresham might help. The
Fun Run will be cancelled and there will be a bigger launch party. This might be around June 7*"; sadly,
that’s our Warbler Weekend. WCF will still do popups, but the whole campaign will be shortened.



Bigfork CBC manager update:

Jess shared that Chris West is in touch with Craig and he might take over the Bigfork CBC. There was
discussion about whether Chris should be given a membership. Linda expressed concern about setting a
precedent of giving free memberships. We agreed to welcome Chris’s participation without giving him a
membership.

LOTF:

Jess and Darcy met with Arin Lever of “Living on the Flathead” magazine. They will write an article for
Arin to include in the March copy. This article will focus on why Audubon and birds are important to us.
If anyone has a pertinent photo that includes kids or is of interest, please submit it to Jess.

Door signs and cleaning rules:

United Way is still working on our signs. There is a new cleaning checklist that we will complete after
each meeting. Jess will submit this each month. Our $50 cleaning deposit will be returned if we behave
ourselves.

Swag:

Tom shared many wonderful, new ideas for us to consider. One is a packet of notecards with his
paintings. Tom is willing to donate his paintings for our use. Thank you, Tom, for your generosity. Cindy
shared a great kids activity book and Jess showed us new pins that might be available at general
meetings. The thought is that we won’t make a big profit, but that it’s great PR. Jake and Tom suggested
Emailing a list of the merchandise ideas that we could rank in order of our preference.

National Audubon Annual Report:

Darcy is working on the annual report that’s due. We will all send her an estimate of our volunteer
hours.

Volunteer of the Year Award:

Susie’s award will be presented at the next meeting by Darcy. Pam completed writing the award that
will be presented to Beth Mendelsohn of ORI at the March meeting.

Eryn of FLT and BOW needs a bird leader May 31st:

Eryn is the new Land Protection Specialist with Flathead Land Trust. She will be at Lone Pine on May 31*
and could use help with bird identification. Unfortunately, that’s during the Montana Audubon Festival
in Missoula. Darcy will send an email asking for help.

Education Coordinator update:

Jess showed us her monthly report. She has been communicating with many schools and visited two
schools in January. She had a great time with Creston K-2 students. Rod donated two bird feeders that
are now hanging outside classrooms in Creston. Jess will return to those classrooms to talk about the
birds the students have seen. Jess is enjoying her job immensely! Rod, Darcy and Jess have a monthly



meeting and they have disbanded the Education Committee. Jess’s current helpers are Cindy, Tom,
Ansley Ford and Ken Fielder. Darcy shared that a new Education Strategic Plan will be needed.

History Committee:

Linda reviewed the last meeting of the History Committee. She is encouraged by the planning and
progress so far. She feels that the History Corner for the PP, written by Ben Long, will be quite engaging.
The committee welcomes photos of past members and events. The committee continues to discuss a
possible publication. Obviously, a discussion about funding will need to take place.

Conservation Committee:

HB57 is the most pressing problem. This would add California Quail and Gambel’s Quail to the list of
upland game birds in Montana. SB146 would create a “Private Property Protection Act” which would
limit local government’s ability to deny future development. Gael and others have written letters and
encouraged all of us to do so. Linda shared that a phone call to a specific staff member is most effective.
Carole noted that there’s a freeze on federal hiring that will affect many agencies. Avian Flu is still
increasing nationwide. Carole implored us all to stay involved. Pam shared more information about
Avian Flu. When birding, if you see carcasses, don’t go to a new area and spread the virus via your boots.

Field Trips:

Margaret reported that January was difficult because of bad weather. All field trips were cancelled.
February will be Dan Stoken’s trip in the Mission Valley. Darcy and Margaret discussed other options for
March. Kathy Ross would like to do field trips in April and May. June 6 -8 is the Tally Lake Warbler
Weekend. Darcy booked the group site at Tally Lake for FAS.

Membership Committee:

Linda sent out 45 renewal reminders, approximately half of these got a response. There’s an increase in
membership. This month’s PP lists all donor names. Linda spent many hours going through all LGL
member’s records to reconcile spouse and primary membership information. Way to go, Lindal

Newsletter update:

Darcy shared changes to the Newsletter Committee. The new content editor will be Julie Oswald. Darcy
is also meeting with Molly Miller who will be the new Bird of the Month editor. Jess is the “wrangler”.
She will collect the articles and then send them to Susie for the layout.

Owen Sowerwine:

Pam showed us all the lovely, new brochure. There will be two more small changes. Susie and Pam
created a map of the mainland portion of Owen Sowerwine. The weed report is done and was sent in
mid-January. Pam spoke with Laura Katzman about an “annual meeting” regarding Owen Sowerwine. It
seems that there is some confusion about the timing of this meeting. Laura thought it might be in the
spring, coinciding with a site visit. Pam sent three questions to DNRC. The questions weren’t answered;
hopefully they will be addressed soon. So, Pam is currently on hold. She will continue working on a map
showing where biological controls might be used and entrance signs.



Programs:

Ronda has lined up Beth Mendelsohn of ORI for March, Denny will present in April and there’s a
possibility that Diane Boyd might be available for May. Ronda will explore other potential options for
May, and work on getting a speaker for Warbler weekend in June.

Outreach and Publicity:

Jake complimented Jess on her extensive outreach efforts and general hard work. Jake asked what else
is needed currently. Darcy suggested noting these three areas where people are needed: another
person for the Conservation Committee, more Field Trip leaders and a Vice President. Another mention
of signing up to receive Legislative Action Alerts would also be helpful. The Fly By will go out on
Wednesday. At the next general meeting, Jake will speak about where to continue looking for winter
birds.

Nominating Committee:

We were asked to notify Bob if we know of new people who are interested in joining the board.

Tom made a motion to adjourn and Pam seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM.



