DRAFT- Flathead Audubon Society Board of Directors, 3/3/25, Gateway Community Center Gathering
Room

Prepared by: Michele Tohtz

Directors Present: Darcy Thomas, Linda Du Lac, Rod Wallette, Jake Bramante, Margaret Parodi, Cindy
Roberts, Tom Roberts, Shannon Donaldson

Others in Attendance: Jess Garby
The meeting was called to order by President, Darcy Thomas at 5:39 PM

Minutes: There were no corrections or additions to the February minutes. Cindy made a motion to
approve; Margaret seconded. Approved unanimously.

Finance Report: Rod reviewed the financial report that was included in the Board Packet. Linda made a
motion to approve; Tom seconded. Approved unanimously.

Audubon Rep report- Gael will continue to be the MT Audubon representative until the end of 2026.
Jake made a motion to gratefully accept Gael’s offer to be the MT Audubon Rep for another term; Linda
seconded. Approved unanimously.

Great Fish update- Darcy suggested that Shannon look at last year’s application for the Great Fish to
start preparing the application for 2025.

FLT Reed’s Slough Grand Opening Celebration- Darcy briefed us on the upcoming celebration. Reed
Slough’s grand opening will be April 12", Jess and Darcy will attend as well as others from FAS. Darcy
says we should look on the FLT website for more details.

LOTF article- Jess submitted everything for the article.

Workshop to build birdfeeders- Jake suggested we make birdfeeders with our logo on the side to
donate to local schools. There might be folks who would enjoy getting together to make the feeders.
Jess wondered about partnering with “The Making Place” individuals to create feeders. Jake will write an
announcement and Darcy will read it at the March meeting. Jake also recommended putting an article
in the April PP. Gael suggested contacting Will Beyer. Linda wondered about eventually getting birdseed
at a reduced cost for the schools.

ORI CAR- Darcy will present the certificate to Beth Mendelsohn on March 10" at the general meeting.

Developing a member survey- Darcy is willing to submit her ideas to Rod and Jess for the survey
guestions. Gael reminded us that we should first delineate what we wish to find out with the survey.
There was discussion about whether the survey is necessary or not. Darcy thought an email chain would
be wise first before jumping into creating a survey. Darcy will start that email.

Education Coordinator Update- Jess showed us the monthly report she compiles for Darcy and Rod. She
met with students at West Valley school, Somers Middle School, Creston School, and FVCC. She is
incorporating Denny’s materials, but tailoring them to fit her needs and personality. She also led a
Mission Valley field trip with FLT and she’s judging science fairs. Jess still needs help on April 19", Gael
volunteered. She could also use help on May 21st and 22nd. She shared that she did some roadside red
tail hawk banding in the valley with Rob Domenech.




Committee Reports

History: Linda showed us the new logo for the History Corner in the PP. Susie helped with the logo and
Ben will do the writing. They are meeting again on Friday. Linda is still collecting photos; she’s not
getting many from our members. Linda is creating a spreadsheet on past field trips. She learned that
there were overnight backpacks and canoe trips!

Conservation: Gael drafted a letter supporting FWP’s proposed Great Outdoors Conservation
Easement near Thompson Chain of Lakes. Darcy submitted the letter to FWP. Carole wanted to discuss
our possible participation in next year’s “Free the Seeds” event. Registration was $50 and Darcy didn’t
receive an invite, so Darcy and Jess didn’t pursue the application for this year. Both Carole and Gael
think it would be wise for us to participate. Darcy will get us on the invite list for next year.

Carole suggested reaching out to builders and developers about preventing bird collisions. There’s also
an online form to record bird collisions. Gael thinks it would be wise for us to track residential bird
deaths. Gael reminded us that FAS has a demo window that can be utilized.

Two important bills in the Senate are being voted on today, both unwelcome legislation for public lands.
Changes are happening very quickly in the legislature, so be vigilant.

Field Trips: Margaret reported that Jake is leading a Church Slough field trip on March 22nd, and the
Freezout Lake Snow Goose trip is March 237 and 24,

April field trips include: Herron Park, April 12* with Jake, and Smith Lake, April 20" with Darcy. Karen
Nichols and Kathy Ross will lead two field trips in early May, one to Creston Fish Hatchery and the
second to Spring Brook Ranch. Dan Casey is scheduled to lead two trips along the Sonny Boon Memorial
Trail in May.

Dan Stoken has expressed interest in doing more field trips and presentations.

The Wings Across the Big Sky keynote speaker for 2026 will be Steve Hoffman. Darcy will check with
Montana Audubon to get their final approval.

Rod visited with Elle Eberts- Robocker who would like to start work on a trail system at her family’s old
homestead site along Egan Slough. She would like to start birding field trips there. FAS is willing to lend a
hand as needed.

Membership: Linda sent out membership reminders. She asked for information about David Barclay. He
is a generous donor and Linda needs a current address for his thank you. Darcy emailed Laura at FLT,
who forwarded the query to Paul Travis.

Newsletter: Darcy showed the large list of contents for the April PP. We winnowed it down to only
pertinent items. Carole suggested adding a link so members can print the Northwest Energy brochure
about baling twine and osprey.

Owen Sowerwine: Jess showed a trap that was found at Owen Sowerwine. Gael will follow up on this.

Programs: Ronda was not present.

Outreach and Publicity: Jake said the Fly by will come out shortly. He will include a final note about
March field trips and bird feeders and bears, plus another request for photos for the history committee.
Please Email him with other items.




Nominating Committee: Bob was not present. Happily, Margaret, Shannon and Bridger all agreed to
continue as board members. This announcement received a round of applause!

Merchandise: Tom and Jess shared the results of the voting. The mug, the notecards, and the hats
received the most votes. Mugs from Shutterfly are discounted for non-profits. Notecards could be
ordered from Instaprints; they also discount for non-profits. We will need to decide on the amounts to
purchase, the colors for the hats, plus how many cards to include in each packet of notecards. Jake and
Tom will work on this together. Gael questioned the color of the mugs due to staining, but Tom
explained that white is really the best option.

Darcy will be out of state from March 14™ through March 21%.

Jake moved to adjourn, Tom seconded, and with unanimous approval, the meeting was adjourned at
7:25 PM.



