Flathead Audubon Society Board of Directors, 01/05/26
Gateway Community Center Gathering Place
Prepared by Michele Tohtz, Secretary
Directors in Attendance: Darcy Thomas, Rod Wallette, Linda Du Lac, Pam Willison, Cindy Roberts, Tom Roberts, Bob Lee, Ronda Howell, Margaret Parodi, Jake Bramante, Shannon Donaldson, Ken Fielder, Michell Tyler, Bridger Donaldson and Gael Bissell (both remotely) 
Others in Attendance: Jess Garby 
The meeting was called to order by President, Darcy Thomas at 5:31 PM
Minutes: Corrections were made to the December minutes. Margaret made a motion to approve and Jake seconded. Approved unanimously. 
Financial Report:
Rod reviewed the financial report. Rod compiled the info for all of 2024 and 2025. The current net income for 2025 is larger due to several large donations. Jake moved to file the financial report, Pam seconded. Rod also explained his proposal that all donations of $5000 or greater be divided with one-half going into investments and the other half going into operations, unless designated otherwise by the donor. There was a lot of thoughtful discussion debating the pros and cons of this proposal. Ultimately, Jake moved to accept Rod’s proposal and Linda seconded. The motion was approved unanimously.
Old Business: 
Wings 2026 planning/ Darcy reminded us that the Field Trip Committee will meet tomorrow. Jess discussed the option of providing student scholarships to cover the registration fee. Darcy suggested using the Evan Clark funds for the scholarships, and designating them the Evan Clark scholarships. Bob made a motion to offer 15 student scholarships in recognition of Evan Clark, Pam seconded. Approved unanimously.
FAS Future update/ Darcy explained that hiring an Operations Coordinator will be the next item for us to consider. This position could be 10-hour/ week. No one offered any objections. Darcy asked that all board members send ideas for how a new employee could be utilized.  There are also other possible needs for part time help. All this will be discussed by the hiring committee. 
National Audubon Action Grant update/ Jess will know by January 9th if we received the grant.
New Business:
50th Anniversary Committee/ Darcy would like names of those who would like to help organize the 50th anniversary celebration. Jess will send out a survey to get ideas for the celebratory events. Michell, Bob and Ken volunteered to help.
Annual Report/ Linda still needs volunteer hours for 2025. Linda will contact individuals directly for additional information that she needs.

Appoint Matt Bertoia to Board of Directors/ Darcy recommended we do this in absentia, but Bob explained Matt would need to be a committee chair if we appoint him.  Darcy will ask him if he wants to be a Committee Chair or not. If Matt declines to be a committee chair, he can be elected the Board during our annual elections in May.
Education Coordinator update – 
Jess shared that she educated 115 students and reached 189 people through public outreach. Highlights for Jess were the Winter Solstice event and the Christmas Bird Counts. 
Committee Reports:
History:   Linda says the Committee is meeting on the 16th.
CBC: Shannon shared some of the most interesting birds that were noted. She will have the report ready for the next PP. Shannon feels that there could be more people involved in feeder watches. This could be a good idea for the November meeting.
Conservation: Gael says that Dale finished his Powerline article for February. Gael will write an article for April on osprey and Kelly is doing the article for March. 
Field Trips:  Margaret convinced Darcy and Michell to do the Mission Valley trip on February 6th. Darcy will put some trips together for the spring. Jess mentioned the possibility of a full moon outing at the Bigfork North Shore Cross Country ski area with Pam. 
Membership:   Linda discovered a great option on LGL to generate reports. She is very excited. We have 496 active members. 
Newsletter:  Julie was not present. Deadline is January 12th for the February PP. We reviewed the content list. 
Owen Sowerwine:  Pam didn’t have anything new to add.
Programs: Ronda reported that nothing has changed. Ronda will ask Tony Gangemi if he would speak at Warbler Weekend.
Outreach and Publicity:  Jake says Jess covered everything. He will send a Fly By shortly.
Nominating Committee:  Bob will take care of talking to those board members whose terms are expiring.
Merchandise:  Pam suggested another set of 4 bird notecards. Tom generously agreed to contribute the artwork.
Tom made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Jake seconded.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:19 PM. Approved unanimously.



